FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY JANUARY 31, 2021
The Service of Morning Prayer
OPENING HYMN

Praise to the Lord
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Please note that BCP refers to The Book of Common Prayer should you wish to refer to the prayer
book.
Officiant: I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the
earth.
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER

BCP 80

Officiant: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
VENITE

Psalm 95:1-7

BCP 82

Officiant and People
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
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Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

THE PSALM APPOINTED: PSALM 111

BCP 754

Lector: The Psalm appointed for today is Psalm 111, to be read in unison.
Hallelujah!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, *
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the deeds of the Lord! *
they are studied by all who delight in them.
His work is full of majesty and splendor, *
and his righteousness endures for ever.
He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion.
He gives food to those who fear him; *
he is ever mindful of his covenant.
He has shown his people the power of his works *
in giving them the lands of the nations.
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The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *
all his commandments are sure.
They stand fast for ever and ever, *
because they are done in truth and equity.
He sent redemption to his people;
he commanded his covenant for ever; *
holy and awesome is his Name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; *
those who act accordingly have a good understanding;
his praise endures for ever.

THE LESSON

1 CORINTHIANS 8:1-13

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians:
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet
have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. Hence, as to the
eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that
“there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on
earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—yet for us there is one God, the Father,
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom
are all things and through whom we exist. It is not everyone, however, who has this
knowledge.
Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat
as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us
close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care
that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if
others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since
their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by
your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus
sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin
against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may
not cause one of them to fall.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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GOSPEL HYMN

Jesus, lover of my soul
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THE GOSPEL

MARK 1:21-28

A Reading from the Gospel According to St. Mark:
Jesus and his disciples went into Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an
unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him,
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying
with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding
region of Galilee.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

HOMILY

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Taylor

The Mission of Holy Comforter
Love God, Love Others
Serve God, Serve Others
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

BCP 96

Officiant and People together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
Officiant:
People:
Officiant:

BCP 97

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Then follows Suffrage B

BCP 98

Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord;
People: And grant us your salvation.
Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
People: Let your people sing with joy.
Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
People: For only in you can we live in safety.
Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care;
People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth;
People: Your saving health among all nations.
Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God;
People: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
BCP 215
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the
supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A COLLECT FOR THE RENEWAL OF LIFE
BCP 100
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you,
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
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For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Frank our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. For those in need of healing: Helen, Robbie
Jarrell, Eileen Knott, Travis Fraser, Paulie Kane, Gregg Graham, Kenneth Miller, and Vivian Vaiden.
For those who are homebound. For the safety of all those who serve abroad. Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. For those celebrating birthdays: Bailey Colsh,
John Lue, and Bennett Shepherd. For our partnership with Martinez Elementary School and The
Claiborne at West Lake. And thanksgiving for Church of the Holy Comforter and our annual meeting.
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, especially for those who have died from COVID-19 this past week, that
they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
Officiant: Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept
and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness,
but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

There is a redeemer

Reprint under CCLI # 2526933

BLESSING
Always remember how short life is and how little time we have to gladden the hearts of those who
travel with us. So be quick to love and make haste to be kind. And the rich and abundant blessing
of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you all, evermore. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Officiant: Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us bless the Lord.
People (Especially children): Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Officiant: May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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SERVING TODAY

Officiant/Preacher

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Taylor

Lector

Dr. David Blake

Musician

Dr. Brad Green

Live stream

Mr. William Liebel and Mr. Thomas Saunders

VESTRY
Fred Hoogland, Sr. Warden, Dave Blake, Jr. Warden
Mallory Halterman , Steven Hahn,
Tab Carter , Bill Liebel

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Annual Meeting of Church of the Holy Comforter
The pandemic continues to demand adjustments from us as the household of God to keep one another safe. The
latest adjustment is with our Annual Meeting. There is just no prudent way to gather in person so we will have a
special ZOOM meeting Sunday, January 31 at 5:00 pm.
While all persons are encouraged to join in the meeting, only baptized members of the church can vote in the
elections and on the budget. If you are unsure of your status, please contact our church administrator Vivian Vaiden
at vivian@holycomforterchurch.org. And if you are not a member, this is a good time to consider joining us. Again,
Vivian can walk you through the process.
Concerning the elections, we have candidates for the vestry and diocesan delegates.
nominations may be taken from the floor, or in this case, zoom. Voting will be by voice vote.

However, as usual,

Join the Meeting by Zoom
Just before 5:00pm click on the link below. We can accommodate 100 households on Zoom. Steve Hahn will be
serving as our Zoom moderator. If you have technical problems, please contact him at steven.hahn@ccboe.net.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85964940411?pwd=bnRqMytlam41RVJJRUhZWWRlWkFmdz09
Meeting ID: 859 6494 0411
Passcode: S3rveGod!
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Vestry Elections
We have two vacancies for the Vestry. Steve Hahn is stepping down after serving a three-year term. Steve has
brought his strong computer skills to our church, working tirelessly on upgrading our computer systems. Thankfully,
Steve isn’t going anywhere but his service on the Vestry will be missed. Continuing in office are Fred Hoogland,
Senior Warden, Dave Blake, Junior Warden, Mallory Halterman and Bill Leibel.
Tab Carter

Tab Carter is running for a second three-year term. Tab is a long-time member of Holy Comforter. There are few
areas of ministry that haven’t had “the Tab touch.” As a vestry person she has had a special heart for outreach and
our food drives. Tab also oversees much of the upkeep of our grounds and has been part of children’s ministry for
years.
She says, “I’ve been at Holy Comforter since 2002 and adore my church family! It’s been my privilege to serve on the
Vestry for the past three years.”
Pam Vanscoy

I am originally from Elkins, West Virginia but spent my youth moving frequently. I came to Augusta Georgia in 1984
after graduating from Bowling Green State University in Ohio. I was hired to teach Social Studies at Evans High
School and remained there until retiring in 2013.
The Church of Holy Comforter beckoned me every time I would drive by. I attended a service in 2015 and was
baptized in 2016. I am a member of the Prayer Shawl and Lay Eucharist Ministries and help where I can. I have also
served at a delegate to the past two diocesan conventions. – Pam Vanscoy
12

Delegates to Diocesan Convention
Just as we have an annual meeting to conduct the business of the church, so does the Diocese of Georgia. This is
our time to come together as the larger body of Christ to do the business of the church and take council together.
Holy Comforter is entitled to two delegates and one alternate. As we went to press this afternoon, we have
received one nomination, with others expected.
Sara Liebel
Sara has long been involved in the life of Holy Comforter in various capacities. Perhaps her most visible role has
been as a member of the choir, but she often works behind the scenes helping where needed such as making sure
we have altar bread. She is married to Vestry member Bill Liebel.

Reflection and Fellowship
The pastor will give a report on the church at the beginning of our meeting and our time will conclude with some
fellowship with each other over ZOOM. It has been a long time since some of us have seen each other so consider
this our digital “coffee hour” to visit for a bit.

Meeting Agenda
Opening Prayer and music
Pastor’s Report and Reflection
Vestry Election
Diocesan Convention Election
Proposed 2021 budget and vote
Fellowship Time

Proposed 2021 Budget
How many ways can we describe this past year? The word unprecedented comes to mind. When we had our last
Annual Meeting in January of last year, no one could have foreseen what would be unleashed. The pandemic
wreaked havoc on families and, in turn, the economy. Thanks to the strong and nimble leadership of our Senior
Warden Fred Hoogland and Financial Secretary Lara Fort, we were able to get one of the earliest of the Payroll
Protection Program loans. That loan, which is in the process of being forgiven, plus the generosity of Holy
Comforter, allowed us to do the unthinkable – end the year in the black.
People again responded generously in our stewardship campaign, but we fell somewhat short of our goal for
pledges. The Vestry then made some changes to the 2021 budget to reflect that shortfall. Among the changes,
which you will see in the proposed budget found below, include adjusting some programs that have been affected
by the pandemic as well as forfeiting a cost-of-living increase for all staff. There was an increase for computer
protection and our diocesan asking.

2021 Budget on following page:
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