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TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY  AFTER PENTECOST   NOVEMBER 15, 2020 

The Service of Holy Eucharist 

 
OPENING INSTRUMENTAL                                                                               Love divine, all love’s excelling  
 
 
THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
People:       And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant:     Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant:  Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE LESSON                              1 THESSALONIANS:5:1-11 

 

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians: 

 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to 
have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then 
sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, 
and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are 
not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get 
drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
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breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has 
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore 
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

   
             The Word of the Lord.                                                                                      

Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
THE PSALM APPOINTED: PSALM 123                                                                            
 

Lector:  The Psalm appointed for today is Psalm 123, to be read in unison. 
 

To you I lift up my eyes, * 
 to you enthroned in the heavens. 
  
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * 
 and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 
  
So our eyes look to the Lord our God, * 
 until he show us his mercy. 
  
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, * 
 for we have had more than enough of contempt, 
  
Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * 
 and of the derision of the proud. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mission of Holy Comforter 
  

Love God, Love Others 
  

Serve God, Serve Others 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                         MATTHEW 25:14-30 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 

property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 

according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went 

off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who 

had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent 

went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the 

master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received 

the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 

me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 

and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 

many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 

talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 

trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’   

 

Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that 

you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 

scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what 

is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 

where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my 

money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 

interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all 

those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who 

have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him 

into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”                                                                            

                         

   The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
 

HOMILY                                      The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Taylor 
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THE NICENE CREED 
                                                                                                                          

Officiant and People together 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Frank our Bishop; and all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  For those in need of healing:  Dan 

Bettasso, Terry Wood, Cindy Taylor, Linda Hammond, Terry Williams, Robbie Jarrell, Megan Poston  

and Scott Wisnieski.  For those who are homebound.  For the safety of those who serve abroad.  For 

Abby Brooks as she completes basic training for the Navy. Hear us Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  For those celebrating birthdays:  Bevan 

Weyburn, Gregg Graham, Erin Rymer, Brent Weidman, Ryan Hopper, Austin Hubert, Carolyn Owens, 

Kate Blake, and John Morgan. For those celebrating anniversaries.  For our partnership with 

Martinez Elementary School and The Claiborne at West Lake.   We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  Lord, let your 

loving kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you.  
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We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
  in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
  known and unknown, 
  things done and left undone; 
  and so uphold us by your Spirit 
  that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
  to the honor and glory of your Name; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.  
  
 
THE  PEACE  
 
Celebrant:    The Peace of the Lord be always with you.                                                 
People:   And also with you. 
 
 
MINISTRY MINUTE                                                                                                                            Kirk Redding 

 
 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A     
        (Also found on page 361 in The Book of Common Prayer) 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:        And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:        It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a 
new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world.  Therefore we praise 
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
say this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:   

 
Celebrant and People say together 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant:  Holy and gracious Father:  In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  After supper he took the cup of 
wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins, 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of 
faith: 
 
Celebrant and People:   Christ has died. 
                                           Christ is risen. 
                                           Christ will come again. 
 
Celebrant:  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  Sanctify 
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy and peace;  and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and forever.  AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
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Celebrant and People 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,   
 thy kingdom come,   
 thy will be done,   
  on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those   
  who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,   
 for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Celebrant:  Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:         Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.   

Celebrant:    The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND THE DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant: Always remember how short life is and how little time we have to gladden the hearts of 
those who travel with us.  So be quick to love and make haste to be kind.  And the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
People: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

CLOSING INSTRUMENTAL                                                                                What a friend we have in Jesus 
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SERVING TODAY 

Officiant/Preacher   The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Taylor  

Lay Eucharistic Ministers  Robert Spessert 

Reader     Linda Bargeron 

Musician     Dr. Brad Green 

Live stream      

 

 

 

VESTRY 

Fred Hoogland,  Sr. Warden, Dave Blake, Jr. Warden  

Mallory Halterman , Steven Hahn,  

Tab Carter , Bill Liebel   

 

 

 


