
 1 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT   MARCH 7, 2021 
The Service of Holy Eucharist 

 
OPENING HYMN                                                                                                          My faith looks up to thee 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Celebrant:     Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.                                                       
People:            His mercy endures forever.    
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no secrets are 
hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of you Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both 
outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  Amen. 

   
THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                        1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25 
 

Introduction to the Lesson 
  
The suffering of Christ may seem like foolish waste to some, but to faithful people the cross is a 
revelation of God’s infinite and redeeming power. 
 
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians: 
  
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 

      The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                     
                                                                                    Thanks be to God. 



 3 

PSALM 19 
 
   
The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
 and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
  
One day tells its tale to another, * 
 and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
  
Although they have no words or language, * 
 and their voices are not heard, 
  
Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
 and their message to the ends of the world. 
  
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
 it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
 it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
  
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
 and runs about to the end of it again; * 
 nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
  
The law of the Lord is perfect 
 and revives the soul; * 
 the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom 
 to the innocent. 
  
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;* 
 the commandment of the Lord is clear and 
 gives light to the eyes. 
 
 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;* 
 the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
  
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,* 
 sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
  
By them also is your servant enlightened,* 
 and in keeping them there is great reward. 
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Who can tell how often he offends?* 
 cleanse me from my secret faults. 
  
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
 let them not get dominion over me;* 
 then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
  
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
 heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
 O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL HYMN                                                                                                                               Trust and obey 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                        MARK 8: 31-38 
 

Introduction to the Lesson 
  

Peter is shaken when Jesus declares that his destiny is to be rejected by religious officials and then to 
be killed. He warns that his followers will also face rejection and death. 
  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark: 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said 
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said, to them, “If 
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 
their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
   

                                                                              The Gospel of the Lord. 
                                                                        Praise to you, Lord, Christ. 
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THE SERMON                                                                    The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Taylor  
  
 
THE NICENE CREED 

  
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
  
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Lector: Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 
your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in 
the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and 
love one another as he loves us. We especially give thanks for those celebrating birthdays:  Julie 
Blake, Beth Connolly, Christopher Adam, Todd Brown, Thomas Cook, William Padgett, Robert 
Spessert, John Blalock, and Slick McNeil.  For those celebrating anniversaries:  Mike and Erin Rymer.  
For our partnership with Martinez Elementary School and The Claiborne at West Lake.  
  

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation, especially Robbie Jarrell, Ted Atwood, The Rev. 
Billy Alford. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray 
that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom, especially for those who have died 
from COVID-19. 
  
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask, help us to ask only what 
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, 
grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  
Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

   
Most merciful God,  we confess that we have sinned  against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your 
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
  
THE  PEACE  
 
Celebrant:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.                                                 
People:        And also with you. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C 
 
Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant:    God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People:  Glory to you for ever and ever. 
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Celebrant:  At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
People:  By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
Celebrant:  From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and 
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
People:  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Celebrant:  Again  and again,  you called  us to return. Through  prophets and sages you revealed 
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
People:  By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
Celebrant:  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
      
Sanctus is said: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

  
Celebrant:  And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Remembering now his work of 
redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
People:  We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
  
Celebrant:  Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not 
for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we 
may worthily serve the world in his name.   
People:  Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
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Celebrant:  Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation 
to generation. Amen. 
  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,      
                
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.         
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
 
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
  
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
   
Celebrant and People:  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us 
in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 
eternal kingdom.  
 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 
THE BLESSING AND THE DISMISSAL 
 
Celebrant: Always remember how short life is and how little time we have to gladden the hearts of 
those who travel with us.  So be quick to love and make haste to be kind.  And the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you  always.  
Amen. 
   
Celebrant:    Let us bless the Lord.  
People:         Thanks be to God.  
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CLOSING HYMN                                                                                            I sing the almighty power of God 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Officiant/Preacher   The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Taylor 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers  Linda Bargeron 

Reader     Barry Paschal 

Musician    Drs. Brad and Lucy Green 

Live stream    Bill Liebel and Thomas Saunders 
 
 
 

VESTRY 
 

Fred Hoogland,  Sr. Warden, Dave Blake, Jr. Warden  

Mallory Halterman , Pam Vanscoy,  

Tab Carter , Bill Liebel   

 

 
 


