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“Let everything that breathes praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!” Psalm
150:6
Over the past two Sundays, we have ventured into some of the
meaningful and important matters of faith that I experienced over the
years, and especially as a pastor at several congregations over the
past 24 plus years. In the process, our themes have been song titles
“You Know My Name,” “What a Beautiful Name,” followed by “My Life Is
in Your Hands,” “Just a Little Talk with Jesus,” and the last, “Friends.”
What a joy in my heart, mind, and soul that in these last five weeks, I
have been able to remind each of us that God always knows our name,
that the name of Jesus is above every name, one that is Beautiful,
Wonderful, and Powerful. And to be reminded on Father’s Day that our
lives are in the Hands of God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit.
Of course, may we never forget that within this process of life we are to
take the time to have a little talk with Jesus about the big things and
small things of life.
And both now and on the last Sunday of June, we finish our time
together by recalling and confirming the “Friends are friends forever if
the Lord is Lord of them.” That as your next pastor, Rev. Doug Fox,
takes the mantle, new friends in the Lord will begin and the past ones
will carry on in the Lord, forever.
Because of these reminders, I pray with hope for each of us through
Jesus Christ and His Church and look forward to hearing of great things
happening at FUMC Irving as she continues to “make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world” by being a “bright beacon of
God’s love to Irving and beyond.”
Grace and peace and see ya later!

FRIENDS
BY MICHAEL W. SMITH

Packing up the dreams God planted
In the fertile soil of you
I can't believe the hopes He's granted
Means a chapter of your life is through
But we'll keep you close as always
It won't even seem you've gone
'Cause our hearts in big and small ways
Will keep the love that keeps us strong
And friends are friends forever
If the Lord's the Lord of them
And a friend will not say never
'Cause the welcome will not end
Though it's hard to let you go
In the Father's hands we know
That a lifetime's not too long
To live as friends
And with the faith and love God's given
Springing from the hope we know
We will pray the joy you live in
Is the strength that now you show
We'll keep you close as always
It won't even seem you've gone
'Cause our hearts in big and small ways
Will keep the love that keeps us strong
And friends are friends forever
If the Lord's the Lord of them
And a friend will not say never
'Cause the welcome will not end
Though it's hard to let you go
In the Father's hands we know
That a lifetime's not too long
To live as friends
To live as friends
To live as friends

Prayer: O Lord Jesus, Beautiful, Wonderful, Powerful, thank you for
being our friend and calling us friends. Thank you for reminding that we
are friends forever when you are Lord of each of us! Amen.

Music Notes
The children are out of school and are beginning a few weeks of summer. Please
keep them in your prayers as they travel with family, go to camp, attend VBS, and
participate in other fun activities.

We have 12 children, 2 high school junior counselors, 3 adults and 1
college intern who will be at Bridgeport for church camp the week of
June 24th. We are so excited for them and especially for the ones
who are experiencing this camp for the first time.

We are gearing up for Vacation Bible School. The exciting theme for this year is
“To Mars and Beyond”. We will have fun for all including games, snacks, music,
science, crafts, drama, and science. Please mark your calendar for July 8-12.
Student registration is now open at www.fumcirving.org . Our VBS Mission
Project will be supporting juvenile diabetes. You will be hearing more about that in
the coming weeks.

The Mission Possible Kids finished the year with a party and promotion awards.
The projects that we completed affected over 500 lives during the course of the year. Examples of the mission
projects were worked on are recognition of our police heroes, notebooks for the homeless, heart shaped pillows
for cancer patients, valentine cards for veterans, homeless, and shut-ins, Christmas stockings for shut-ins,
Crissmons for the sanctury tree, thank you cards for our church veterans, kindness rocks, bookmarks and warm
fuzzies for children in Guatemala.

Blessings to all,

Bonnie Jones
Children’s Director

FUMC REFUGE YOUTH
This year has once again flown by. It always comes as such a surprise to have our final Wednesday
night worship come and go, but this year we ended on a high note. As we move into the summer,
be praying for our youth as they will be traveling all over with friends and family, going to camp,
participating in summer activities for their schools. Also be praying for their time on Sunday
mornings as we work through the book of Acts together in Sunday school. I pray that this summer
will be filled with rest for our youth and that they will be excited for our Wednesday night kickoff
in the fall!
Blessings,

Kyle Powell
Director of Youth Ministries

I want to thank those who involved in preparing for the Children’s
Musical “Life of the Party” The children’s choir was amazing and the Musical was a great
success!
Sue Wilson, JoCarol, Becky Whitfield, Robin Bowyer for your hard work together that you put
into preparing the special music for Mother’s Sunday Service. Thank you for choosing such a
great music and leading the children’s choir with the love of God.
Jennifer, Richard Cox, and Judy Nicholson for putting together a fantastic set and stage costume. Danny Elm, Tim
Lawrence for helping to work with sound system, and extra time spent at rehearsals. Traci King for helping with
many things for the musical and preparing for the end party at the park. All Parents for bringing your children to
the rehearsals and helping them listen to the CD. Once again, thank you for your cooperation.

Ken Turner Gospel Concert, June, 23rd, Sunday, 6:30 pm
FUMC Irving Music Ministry is delight and proud to announce that Ken Turner, A Legacy in Gospel Music, the lowest bass,
will come to Irving church to have a gospel concert on Sunday, June 23, at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. We are excited to bring
him back to Irving again and will have a special program with Ken Turner. The Country Church Choir will be joining with him,
and our Music Director, David Lee will be singing a duet with him. Please join us that Sunday evening and bring your
neighbor, friends, and family with you.
Ken Turner, Winner of five Grammy Awards-----Winner of ten Dove Awards---A member of the Gospel Music Hall of
Fame, former Blackwood Brothers Quartet bass singer. His first RCA recording with the quartet won a Grammy award.
Several years later, their radio single, “Learning to Lean,” smashed all existing records by remaining #1 for 18 months. They
appeared on network television programs like “The Tom Snyder Show,” “The Barbara Mandrell Show,” and “Hee-Haw,” as
well as singing for events such as the Presidential Prayer breakfast for former President Jimmy Carter and four Billy Graham
Crusades.

I have enjoyed working at the church and miss you all. Thank you so much all the for the your
well wishes and gifts on my retirement. I am enjoying more long walks with Joe and Bosco.
Blessings,
Barbara Canafax

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS
MAY 2019
IN MEMORY OF Dave Burgess: to Music Ministry from Linda and Mickey Wheeler

.

We just had the sweetest PDO End of Year and
Graduation program EVER!! (but of course we say that every year it
seems!!). A huge thank you to Mr. Jimmy Bellew, Danny Elms, and Tim Lawrence for working
video and sound for us at rehearsal and the show. Also thank you to the gentlemen who moved
props and furniture, etc. for us. Lots of memories made this year. We are so blessed to have the
staff that we do and the families we get to share education, love, and time with.
Now we go into summer session. Summer session starts Tuesday, June 4. Please come see us if
you have children that are 6 weeks to 11 years old. We have lots of fun and we still do a lot of
educational tasks to stay tuned up on school skills. We would love to have you.
Thanks to Our Lord for PDO.
Ms. Sandi and PDO Staff

