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It’s been two years and 6 months since Marlane and I moved to First UMC Irving to fulfill my appointment
as your new preacher. I recall a wonderfully hospitable experience when we arrived and settled in and
found the people of FUMCI gracious. We are so blessed to be here. Over this time together, many of you
have moved from me being your preacher to becoming your pastor.
It’s been a delight getting to know you all, recalling your names to the best of my ability. I know that
recalling names has been easier as I shared time with you outside Sunday worship.
Over the two plus years, we have been able to be closer to our family, but yet my responsibilities have
been challenged my involvement with them. I realized that I’m going to be 67 this may and time is
moving faster and faster. And with health issues of Marlane, my wife, we came to the decision that at this
annual conference in June, I will stand before the conference as a retired pastor of the UMC effective
July 1, 2019. We have enjoyed our experiences of worship, study, fellowship, and mission in beautiful
church facilities while working with a wonderful staff at FUMCI at the culmination of 27+ years of ministry,
24+ years ordained. Thanks be to God.
One thing holds true in all transitions, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he will direct your path” (Proverbs 3:5-6). In the
next five months, may we seek out this promise of scripture as we continue in our transitions together, as
the SPRC works with the District Superintendent, in discerning who the next pastor will be at FUMC
Irving.

Prayer: O Jesus, we know you are with us. You command us to Fear Not and Worry Not, so may we feel
your presence throughout our transitions in life, and may we trust you with our whole heart. In the
unchanging name of Christ Jesus. Amen.

Grace and peace,

Finance Update for General Cost of Ministry

Happy New Year. I pray everyone had a great Christmas and New Year and all are ready to hit 2019 head on.
The following words from Christian artist Francesca Battistelli, really spoke to me this morning:
This is the stuff that drives me crazy.
This is the stuff that's getting to me lately.
In the middle of my little mess
I forget how big I'm blessed

Beginning Balance as January 1, 2019
Contributions & Other Income through January 28, 2019
Expenses through January 28, 2019
Closing Balance, January 28, 2019

$0.00
$43,971.00
-$40,966.00
$3,005.00

Giving to ministries outside the General Cost of Ministry

$4,845.00

The Church used $31,154 from the Ida Hartin Reserve Fund to cover the loss of 2018. We have
received $2,300 in 2019 to help replenish the reserve fund.
Thank you for your offerings, blessings & support!

The children’s department is very blessed to have a great church family and support system. We are blessed by
our Sunday school teachers and all who support us in every way. I am especially grateful to Pastor Jack and his
leadership.
Confirmation 2019 began this month with six students committing to meet every Sunday afternoon for four months
to learn about and grow their faith. Please be in prayer for Brynn Buchanan, Kaitlyn Hernandez, Mikayla King, Lila
Kirbie, Sophia Flores-Lepe, and Kharl Ngatcha. Thank you to the mentors, parents, and host families for all their
effort making this a success.

Hats off to Parent’s Day Out for their generous support in 2018!
IRA Charitable Rollover Made Permanent
Another Way to Give to the Church
Congress has made permanent the opportunity to make a charitable gift from an IRA plan. If you are 70 ½ or older, you can
make a direct transfer from your IRA account to First United Church – tax free!
How it works:





The gift must be transferred directly from your IRA account to First United Methodist Church, Irving.
You must be at least 70 ½ years old.
You can transfer up to $100,000 per year.
If you haven’t already taken your required minimum distribution in a given year, a qualifying rollover can count
towards meeting this requirement.
 Distributions from 401 (k) and 403 (b) accounts or other employer-sponsored retirement plans do not qualify.
 Your IRA transfer generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you benefit even if you don’t itemize
your taxes.
Consult your financial advisor with any questions you may have.

FUMC REFUGE YOUTH
Blessings to all,

Bonnie Jones
Children’s Director

Our first month back has been awesome! The youth are really picking up where we left off in the
fall. We have some really fun events coming up with Midwinter at Bridgeport in February and our
Marathon Mystery Night in March. They are so excited to be doing these fun activities in addition
to continuing to grow closer with one another and learning more about God! Please pray for all of
us as we prepare for our time at Bridgeport!
Blessings,

Kyle Powell
Director of Youth Ministries

Music Notes
FUMC 2019 Talent Show: Sunday, February 24th

Thank you!
Thank you to the Trustees and all of the men who have worked with the electricians
to install the new lights throughout the campus. You saved us time and money to
make the project be successful.

If you would like to be a part of the Talent Show let David Lee know.
DEADLINE: Sunday, February 10
Contact David Lee music@fumcirving.org OR 609.439.2655

The Talent Show Schedule:
5:30 – Baked Potato Dinner in the Family Center
6:30 – Talent Show! in the sanctuary

2019 Easter Cantata

.

The Day He Wore My Crown
FUMC Irving Music Ministry will present Easter Cantata Music “The Day He Wore My Crown” on Sunday, April, 21 at the
10:30 worship service by the Chancel Choir, Youth Choir, and Orchestra.
We will start rehearsing just for Easter Cantata Music Wednesdays starting from February 20th, 7:30 – 8:30 pm in the choir
room. If you were interested in being a part of this inspirational presentation, please come to our rehearsal and Let us
celebrate the resurrection of our Jesus Christ together. If you have any question about the Easter Celebration Music please
contact David Lee at music@fumcirving.org OR 609.439.2655

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS
DECEMBER 2018 & JANUARY 2019
Merry Christmas, in lieu of Christmas Cards: to General Budget from Richard and Carolyn Mahan
Merry Christmas, in lieu of Christmas Cards: to General Budget from Cynthia Stone
Honorarium:
In Honor of: Glenn Mullen for his devoted service to our church to the Chapel Renewal Fund from JoAnn Maykus
In Honor of: Gary Morris to the Chapel Renewal Fund from Nancy Smith
IN MEMORY OF:
Harold Williams to Choir Fund from Mary Good
Buford Dale Thompson to Choir Fund from Mary Good
Bryon Thomas McMillan to Choir Fund from Mary Good
Walter Barnett to Myrtle Beard Scholarship Fund from Dick and Jeanelle Bischofhausen

Parent’s Day Out is continuing to have a thriving program with full classes and amazing teachers.
Before Christmas, we had a visit from Santa that was very exciting. We also made an
announcement that some of the children in our Pre K class are reading! This is a great
accomplishment and we are so proud!
We are excited about all of the fun to come in the next month!

