
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday: April 18, 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

Easter Morning SONrise Service: April 21, 7:00 AM in the Colonnade 

Easter Morning Service: April 21, 10:30 am in the Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      Read: Read: Philippians 1:12-26 

 
About once or twice per year, I have the wonderful opportunity to return to my favorite golf course, Hurricane 

Creek Country Club, Anna, TX. It is my favorite not because of its beautiful condition, the layout of the holes, or its 

location. Rather, it’s my favorite because of the friends I used to play golf with every Friday between1999-2004. 

Even though I only have the occasional visit with my golf buddies and even though we are growing older, our 

fellowship is still the best.  

At the beginning of a round of golf with my golf buddies the decision is made if we play the balls up or down. In 

other words, do we play the ball as it lies or are we able to improve our lie. If we could improve our lie then I could 

move my ball that was sitting in a precarious position. I must admit, though, each time I improved my lie, I felt 

guilty. For in the real game of golf, if you improve your lie, you are penalized. The name of the real game of golf is 

playing it as it lies. On a side note, I notice that usually when I improved my lie, my next shot was a bad shot 

(penalty?).  

Over the years I discovered that it is true that life is much like golf in many ways. Sure, one of the things of life you 

discover through golf is who you are and who your teammate is in life on the golf course. A particular correlation of 

golf and life, is both should actually be played as it lies. Oh sure we try to take short cuts, take advantage, work the 

system to improve the odds, network to get the best deal. So many times we just don’t like playing life where it lies.  

In our scripture text, Paul gives us the ultimate example of playing life where it lies. Paul is in jail, with life in the 

balance, the possibility of execution. He struggles with going home with Christ, or remain on this earth with his 

people and ministry. To go home would be the best for him, but to live would allow him to continue to share the 

gospel. He has a dichotomy in his heart of which he prefers most.  

Either way, Paul, plays his life as it lies for Christ. He continues swinging for Christ, hitting the ball of life right 

where it is; he is always taking his best swing for the Gospel. Whether in converting prisoners in prison, sharing 

the Gospel on the Ignatian Way, giving the message of Christ while mending nets, or sharing God’s love while 

walking among the outcast, Paul lived for Christ regardless of the circumstances. He played life where his life lies 

and all along the course of life, he had a sense of peace. Whether he lives or dies, he plays life where it lies taking 

the best swing possible each time.  

We are traveling through Lent, and beginning April 14th, we move through the passion of Christ to Easter. I am 

reminded that Jesus walked his life as it lies. He could have escaped, run away, said no to God his Father, and not 

suffer and die on the cross. Rather, Jesus played it as it lies for us, right on through his resurrection. Oh, for us to 

do the same. Play it where it lies by receiving God’s grace through Christ that is sufficient for life, to have 

assurance, and to have peace. May we play it where it lies by sharing the God’s grace to help others play life it 

where it lies, and take the best swing for Jesus Christ.  

Prayer: O Lord Jesus, I may be asking you this again, but please help me to play life where it lies while 

experiencing your grace and thus receive your peace, and help me help others to do the same. Amen. 

PS. Check out the Dates and Times of the worship experiences during Holy Week and Easter in this newsletter. 

Grace and peace, 
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Finance Update for General Cost of Ministry 

Everyone had a great spring break and we are thankful for the time to rest/relax and 

for safe travels. 

April will be a very busy month for the Children’s Ministry.  Confirmation gatherings 

continue and please mark your calendar for April 28 which is Confirmation Sunday. 

On Palm Sunday, we will have our noisy offering during worship which helps fund 

activities such as summer camp and VBS. 

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will also be on Palm Sunday, April 14 right after the worship service.  All children 

through fifth grade are welcome to participate.  

 

We are gearing up for Vacation Bible School.  The exciting theme for this year is 

“To Mars and Beyond”.  We will have fun for all including games, snacks, music, 

science, crafts, drama, and science.  Please mark your calendar for July 8-13 and 

let Bonnie Jones know if you will be willing to join the fun as an adult helper.  

(bonnie.jones94@yahoo.com).  Student registration will open later in the spring for 

all your children, grandchldren, neighbors, and friends. 

 

Blessings to all, 

Bonnie Jones 

Children’s Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your offerings, blessings & support! 

 

IRA Charitable Rollover Made Permanent 
Another Way to Give to the Church  
Congress has made permanent the opportunity to make a charitable gift from an IRA plan. If you are 70 ½ or older, you can 
make a direct transfer from your IRA account to First United Church – tax free!   
How it works:  

 The gift must be transferred directly from your IRA account to First United Methodist Church, Irving.  

 You must be at least 70 ½ years old.  

 You can transfer up to $100,000 per year.  

 If you haven’t already taken your required minimum distribution in a given year, a qualifying rollover can count 

towards meeting this requirement.   

 Distributions from 401 (k) and 403 (b) accounts or other employer-sponsored retirement plans do not qualify.  

 Your IRA transfer generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you benefit even if you don’t itemize 

your taxes.  

Consult your financial advisor with any questions you may have. 

FUMC REFUGE YOUTH 

This last month has been so much fun. Our marathon mystery night over spring break was a blast 

and all our youth had a great time. We are now in the home stretch towards the end of the school 

year. Please be in prayer for all our students as they prepare 

for projects and presentations, exams and testing.  

 
Blessings,  

Kyle Powell 

Director of Youth 

Ministries 
 
 

 

Music Notes  

The Country Church Choir Performance Report 
     The Country Church Choir, David, Tom, Sammy, Glenn, Dennis, and Loyd received an invitation to perform at Plymouth 
Park Baptist Church for a group named, JOY (Just Older Youth) on March 21, 2019.  The Choir arrived at the church at 5 pm 
for the sound check and had a delicious dinner with the group. The performance started around 6:45 pm introducing our 
group by program chairman.   David began to greet the group and launched the first song "Jesus Loves Me" talking about 
how God came into his heart and how God opened the door to go to America to expend his music ministry.   
The Country Church Choir performed seven pieces during the performance.  "What a Friend We Have in Jesus," "He Touched 
Me," "I Know Who Holds Tomorrow," "The Hand of God" which Tom wrote, "Mansion Over the Hilltop," "and Shall We 
Gather at the River." During the performance, Glenn and Loyd shared their testimonies, and it made the group tore as well 
as the choir. After seven pieces, the Choir led sing-along for the group. "I Saw the Light," and "I'll Fly Away" That was the 
moment that everyone felt the Holy Spirit moving in the hall. Pat Howe, Program Chairman, said; “everyone enjoyed the 
program immensely and it was said by many that we had an old fashioned revival."  
     The Country Church Choir Performance at Plymouth Park Baptist Church was an enjoyable evening with the full of great 
music in clapping and laughing, and tearing that God provided for the Choir and the group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning Balance as February 28, 2019 $-28,331.00 

Contributions & Other Income through March 26, 2019 $51,011.00 

Expenses through March 26, 2019 -$56,586.00 

Closing Balance, March 26, 2019  $-33,906.00 

  

  

Giving to ministries outside the General Cost of Ministry   $22,023.00 

mailto:bonnie.jones94@yahoo.com


 

IN MEMORY OF Yvonne Mullen: 
 to General Budget from John, Julie, Claire Schilling 
 to General Budget from Allan and Pam Knott 
 to General Budget from Harrold and Ruth Henson 
 to General Budget from Mike and Kathy Minturn 
 to General Budget from Theresa Bowers 
 to General Budget from Butch and Darla Liesman 
 to Bereavement Fund from Louise B. Spann 
 to Choir Music Fund from Mary and Paul Good 
 to Chapel Renewal Fund from Mickey and Linda Wheeler 
 to Chapel Renewal Fund from Nancy and Hans Smith 
IN MEMORY OF Bill Clyatt: 

to General Budget from John Tilley 
to General Budget from Wednesday Work Crew 
to General Budget from Dr. Francis Gilbert 
to General Budget from Susie Fitzgerald 
to General Budget from Mike and Kathy Minturn 
to General Budget from Theresa Bowers 
to General Budget from Harrold and Ruth Henson 
to Bereavement Fund from Louise B. Spann 
to General Budget from John, Julie, Claire Schilling 
to Choir Music Fund from Mary and Paul Good 
to Chapel Renewal Fund from Mickey and Linda Wheeler 
to Chapel Renewal Fund from and Hans Smith 

IN MEMORY OF Ed Blythe: 
 to Chapel Renewal Fund from Mickey and Linda Wheeler 
 to Chapel Renewal Fund from JoAnn Maykus 
 to General Budget from Karl Mullins 
 to General Budget from Harrold and Ruth Henson 
 to General Budget from Allan and Pam Knott 
 to General Budget from Dr. Francis Gilbert 
 to Bereavement Fund from Louise B. Spann 
 to Choir Music Fund from Mary and Paul Good 
 to General Budget from Mike and Kathy Minturn 
 to Music Fund from Mary and Paul Good 
IN MEMORY OF Evelyn Beeman: 
 to General Budget from Theresa Bowers 
 to Chapel Renewal Fund from Christine Burkett 
 to Music Fund from Mary and Paul Good 
IN MEMORY OF Clifford Cordell: 
 to General Budget from Allan and Pam Knott 
 to General Budget from Butch and Darla Liesman 
 to General Budget from Jerry Wicks 
 to General Budget from Mickey and Linda Wheeler 
 to Youth Department from Theresa Bowers 
 to Building and Grounds from Jeff and Connie Baker 
 to Chapel Renewal from Jimmy and Christine Burkett 
 to Music Fund from Paul and Mary Good 
IN MEMORY OF: Martha Akins to General Budget from Harrold and Ruth Henson 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF Mike Werle: 
 to Youth Department from Theresa Bowers 
 to General Budget from Allan and Pam Knott 
 to General Budget from Jerry Wicks 
 to General Budget from Nancy Pringle 
 to General Budget from Harrold and Ruth Henson 
 to Music Fund from Paul and Mary Good 
 to Building and Grounds Fund from Nancy Pringle 
 to Building & Grounds from Jeff and Connie Baker 
 Stephen Patrick Guatemala Ministry 
IN MEMORY OF Betty Dron: 

to Chapel Renewal Fund from Jimmy and Christine Burkett 
 to Music Fund from Paul and Mary Good 
 to Bereavement Fund from Louise B. Spann 
 to General Budget from Jerry Wicks 
 to General Budget from the Dron family 
 to Building Fund from Butch and Darla Liesman 
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HAPPY SPRING FROM PDO! We are all excited to see the trees start to get their new leaves and 

the sun shining, and grass turning green, and all the wonderful things Spring brings to us. It is a 

fun time of the year for us to see all things new and fresh again. And - We get to have play time 

outside again!! 

It is also almost time for our registration for the summer and the new school year to start. 

Registration begins APRIL 2. If you have an interest or know anyone who would, please pass this 

info along. We will be advertising and posting it on FACEBOOK as well. (By the way- Make sure 

you like and follow our FACEBOOK page because we will give you lots of smiles.    

Enjoy all of God's wonder! 

Sandi Parker 

Director  

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS 
MARCH 2019 

 


