
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Bible Reading Challenge! 
Before reading, pray and ask, 

“God, what do you want to say to me today?” 

Week  Reading 
Nov. 28-Dec. 4 
(Advent: Love) 

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 133 
Romans 15:4-13; Luke 1:68-79 

Dec. 5-11 
(Advent: Joy) 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96 
Philippians 2:1-11; Luke 1:47-55 

Dec. 12-18 
(Advent: Peace) 

Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80 
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

Dec. 19-25 
(Christmas) 

Luke 2:1-7; Luke 2:8-20 
Luke 2:21-35; Luke 2:36-40 

Dec. 26 – Jan. 1 
(New Year) 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72 
Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making the Most of the Time Given 

 

Be careful, then, how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time.    – Ephesians 5:15-16 

 

Some of my favorite books and movies are The Lord of the Rings series by J.R.R. Tolkien. Early in the tale, Gandalf the wizard 

explains to Frodo Baggins, the reluctant hero, about the very arduous journey that he would have to undertake to save 

Middle Earth. As he considers the difficulty of this quest, Frodo laments, “I wish it need not have happened in my time.” 

Gandalf responds with wisdom: “So do I, and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we 

have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.” 

What shall we do with the time that is given us? How do we live as wise people, making the most of the time? One way, 

especially during the Christmas season, is to invite people to encounter the Savior born unto us. People are open to the 

message of Jesus found in the Christmas story and are more likely to look for a place to celebrate this message. Invite your 

friends and neighbors to the Music Sunday on Dec. 11 or to the Christmas Cheer Sing-a-long on Dec. 18 at 4:00 PM, or to one 

of the Christmas Eve services at 5:00, 7:00, and 11:00, or to the Christmas Day Sunday service at 10:30 AM. Find ways to 

share the true story of Christmas. 

Looking forward into 2023 and beyond, First Methodist of Irving has an opportunity to make a significant impact for the 

Kingdom of God. The Global Methodist Church, the denomination that we will be officially join in 2023, has a goal of 

“catalyzing a global movement of multiplying churches in the Wesleyan tradition.” This is cast in a vision to start 3,500 new 

churches globally in seven years. That means starting more than one church a day! First Methodist Irving can be a part of 

achieving that vision. There are many areas even in the DFW metroplex, where there will not be a local Global Methodist 

Church. First Methodist Irving can become part of a network that helps start GMC churches in these areas. Studies have 

shown that new churches reach unchurched people more efficiently than do existing churches.  

Each Global Methodist Church will be challenged to multiply (start a new church) within five years. Not every church will be 

able to respond to this challenge, but First Methodist Irving can be one of those churches that does! We can be part of 

revived Methodist movement that works to start new churches all over the DFW metroplex. And we can do so through 

resourcing within our existing budget! Imagine what God could do through a faithful church! 

Let’s be the church that is a beacon of God’s light to Irving and beyond!  

 

Blessings! 

 

 

P.S. There is still time to turn in your 2023 Stewardship Card. If you have any questions, please reach out to Jimmy Bellew, 

our financial manager, at 972-573-0204 or finance@fumcirving.org.  
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The Children’s Department is getting ready for Christmas! 

November was an exciting time for us!  Free Friday Fun Night celebrated our 

veterans.  Bill Monty shared some of his experiences in the Navy. We made 

Poppy Pinwheels and worked as a team in our own version of “Boot Camp.” We had 41 kids in 

attendance, 15 adult volunteers, 2 youth volunteers and 9 parents.  

We also celebrated everyone’s birthday in November with a Birthday Party.  

This month we are looking ahead to the City of Irving Christmas Parade and our December Free 

Friday Fun Night. The theme for both events is the Nativity.  

If you would like to ride or walk alongside the Christmas Float, let us know your coming so we can 

have a costume ready for you! If you don’t want to wear a costume, come anyway.  We will be 

meeting on Rock Island at 5pm. The parade starts at 6. 

We also love to have church members join us for Free Friday Fun Night.  It’s December 9th from 6-

8pm. 

In Sunday School we are learning about Advent and the symbolism in the Advent Candle and 

wreath. 

Please continue to pray for the Children’s Ministry.   

Merry Christmas,  

 

Jennifer and Traci 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Refuge Youth 
We are continuing Sunday School at 9:15 am every Sunday with separate classes for middle 
school and high school. We also are still having Wednesday nights with middle school from 6:30-
8:00 pm and high school from 7:00-8:30.  
 
We are pausing our other Wednesday night curriculum for the season of Advent. We are slowing 
down to look more deeply into the true meaning of Christmas and to remind ourselves that 
Christmas is more than a one night event, it is the long awaited fulfillment of God’s promise to His 
people.  
 
We have been pretty busy the last couple of weeks. First we had some great youth (and parents!) 
help decorate the church by putting the garland up on the colonnade. Then we had a great time 
on our annual campout. It was a little chilly and sometimes rainy, but it was great to get away 
from the craziness of life and school and just spend time together.  
 
This past Sunday a group of youth went to the For King & Country concert at American Airlines 
Center. We rode the Dart Light Rail to the arena and had a wonderful time of music and hearing 
their witness. They made a presentation from Compassion International and our youth decided 
they wanted to sponsor a child. So we were given Josue from Guatemala to sponsor for around 
$40 a month. We will be collecting money on a consistent basis to make sure that we continue to 
fulfil this sponsorship. They are very excited about it. 
 
Youth Choir is meeting on Wednesdays from 6:00-6:30 pm in the Choir Room. 
 
If you know of any youth 6th -12th grade that are looking for a place to belong, please invite them 
to join us! 
 
Jessica Jones 
Director of Youth 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
In Memory of Paul Mitchell 
 to General Budget from Ron & Maryla Zimmerman 
 to General Budget from Harrold & Ruth Henson 
 to Children’s Ministry from George & JoCarol Adamson 
 to Music Ministry from Mary Good 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US DURING ADVENT  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
This November has flown by at PDO school. We had a 
"Thank You" celebration on Veterans Day. We all wore 

camo and Mr. Jimmy rang the bell at the bell-tower for us after we said the 
pledge and sang.  It was very cool! 
 
Then we had our annual "Pow-wow" to celebrate November's Native American Heritage Day with 
our Thanksgiving program and our annual Family Feast. We had an amazing Day with about 200 
people in attendance. We are truly blessed. 
 
PDO school's biggest wish for each of us adults this holiday, through Christmas and the end of the 
year - That we see things through the eyes of children. This includes the excitement and 
amazement of the holidays and all that entails. It means seeing hardships with an "It's going to be 
okay" attitude. It means loving with all their little souls can give. It means trusting. It means 
sharing with others and feeling the good you did. It means "belonging". 
 
If we adults, look through the eyes of children each and every day as we go about our adult lives 
there would be less stress, more accomplishment, more respect  for others, and more grace. The 
holidays are a great time to see that extra "sparkle" in a child's eyes - mirror it as an adult. Even 
tough will become doable. 
 
The Staff of PDO wishes everyone a very Merry Christmas, the happiest of New Years, and a 
whole lot of SPARKLE.  
Ms. Sandi 
PDO School Director 
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