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Many times I have been blessed to be a pastor who goes to a person’s bedside in pre-op to pray with a
parishioner about to undergo surgery. In those intimate and precious moments of visitation and prayer,
time and again, I experienced a sense of peace that comes over the room and over the patient. I also
experience times in a surgery waiting room where family members anxiously await news from the
surgeon, yet there were friends and church members gathered with the family members giving support
by their presence and prayers. What glorious times of the church in action!
On February 18, at 6:30 a.m. as I waited in pre-op for Marlane, my wife’s, knee replacement surgery, our
dear friend and Marlane’s declared pastor, Matt Gaston, arrived just as the anesthesiologist was visiting
with her. Matt patiently waited until the doctor had finished consulting with Marlane at which time he
entered her cubical. She was so delighted to see him. He chatted with the both of us, and then the
anesthesiologist reentered with some meds for Mar. The doctor announced that he was going to give
Mar some sedative that would make her drowsy. I said to Matt, “You better pray quickly or Marlane won’t
here his prayer.” Matt responded with, “God will hear the prayer!” What a glorious time of the church in
action!
Marlane was whisked off to surgery and I made my way to the surgery waiting room. Upon arrival I
found Pam and Cathy already there waiting for me and were engaged in prayer for Marlane. I then had
Ruth, Marni, and Bear arrive to sit with me for over two hours.
Dr. Rutherford, Mar’s orthopedic surgeon, came into waiting room and announced that Mar’s surgery
went perfect and that the easiest of the process was completed. Such relief and praise was in our
hearts. After the doctor left for another surgery, Marni stood up and gathered us in a circle and said,
“Let’s pray!” It was at that point that I became overwhelmed with love, joy, and peace. I was on the
receiving end of God’s grace and the care of God’s church. I was in the presence of the Gentle Healer,
Jesus Christ, who was in that place. I was overwhelmed by knowing that people around the country had
been and will be praying for us over the next several weeks during Mar’s recovery and rehab. We were
and are in the Hands of Jesus and His Church, and know that all of us are in His Hands no matter what.
What a glorious time of the church in action!
Prayer: O Jesus, we know you are with us. We know that you established the church to be Your hands
of healing presence to the world. May we be the church, the Body of Christ, in action in the name of
Christ Jesus. Amen.

Grace and peace,

Finance Update for General Cost of Ministry
Beginning Balance as January 31, 2019
Contributions & Other Income through February 25, 2019
Expenses through February 25, 2019
Closing Balance, February 25, 2019

Confirmation 2019 is going great! Our gatherings have been at homes and the church, and last Sunday we
attended the Bishops Rally at Christ UMC in Plano. Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support for the
students as they continue to learn about and grow in their faith. Please continue to be in prayer for Brynn
Buchanan, Kaitlyn Hernandez, Mikayla King, Lila Kirbie, Sophia Flores-Lepe, and Kharl Ngatcha.

Giving to ministries outside the General Cost of Ministry

$-4,439.00
$51,075.00
-$62,626.00
$-15,990.00

$14,566.00

Thank you for your offerings, blessings & support!
IRA Charitable Rollover Made Permanent
Another Way to Give to the Church
Congress has made permanent the opportunity to make a charitable gift from an IRA plan. If you are 70 ½ or older, you can
make a direct transfer from your IRA account to First United Church – tax free!
How it works:





The gift must be transferred directly from your IRA account to First United Methodist Church, Irving.
You must be at least 70 ½ years old.
You can transfer up to $100,000 per year.
If you haven’t already taken your required minimum distribution in a given year, a qualifying rollover can count
towards meeting this requirement.
 Distributions from 401 (k) and 403 (b) accounts or other employer-sponsored retirement plans do not qualify.
 Your IRA transfer generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you benefit even if you don’t itemize
your taxes.
Consult your financial advisor with any questions you may have.
We are gearing up for Vacation Bible School. The exciting theme for this year is
“To Mars and Beyond”. We will have fun for all including games, snacks, music,
science, crafts, drama, and science. Please mark you calendar for July 8-13 and
let Bonnie Jones know if you will be willing to join the fun as an adult helper.
(bonnie.jones94@yahoo.com). Student registration will open later in the spring for
all your children, grandchldren, neighbors, and friends.

Blessings to all,

Bonnie Jones
Children’s Director

FUMC REFUGE YOUTH
Hi Church,
This spring is off to an awesome start! We’ve been diving into a variety of topics our students are
interested in. As the semester continues to roll on, please be in prayer for our students as they
keep wrestling with how they can reconcile certain issues facing them and our church. Please also
be in prayer for safety and excitement for March 15-16 as we will be embarking on an over night
trip called Marathon Mystery Night!
Blessings,

Kyle Powell
Director of Youth Ministries

Music Notes
Thank you to the Congregation from Refuge R.O.C.K.S. Youth Choir! We raised $1,875.61 from our baked potato
dinner and the Talent Show! God is good all the time!
Again, Thank you all for your generous support investing in our youth Choir through the Talent Show to fund their
upcoming Choir Tour in June 5-9 which will build a close relationship with Jesus! “Let’s talk about Jesus more and
more during the tour”
I am very thankful to all the performers, parents and volunteers who make it happen. All the directors,
accompanists, Youth Choir, Cherub choir, Angel Choir, Chancel Choir, Country Church Choir, Praise band, solos,
duet, and specially to Jimmy Lane, Tim Lawrence, Jennifer, and Richard Cox.
We will have another chance on Easter Sunday with our bake sale!

.

2019 Easter Cantata
The Day He Wore My Crown

Our Chancel Choir and Refuge R.O.C.K.S. under the direction of David Lee presents the Easter Cantata “The Day He
Wore My Crown” arr. by David T. Clydesdale. We invite you to join us as church to present this beautiful Easter Cantata.
It is not late to join. We believe that the story of Easter come alive in every heart as you sing of His great love and power
over the grave. We will provide sectional CDs and MP 3 files that you can practice with it on your part. You do not have
to be an accomplished singer to sing with us but just present yourself with your heart to sing for our Savior who
resurrected from the dead. Practices will be held Wednesdays at 7:00 PM in the choir room. For more information,
contact David Lee, at music@fumcirving.org

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS
FEBRUARY 2019
IN MEMORY OF Yvonne Mullen:
to General Budget from Jerry Wicks
to General Budget from Allee Anderson
to General Budget from Lewis and Nita Patrick
to Chapel Renewal Fund from Jimmy and Christine Burkett
IN MEMORY OF Bill Clyatt:
to General Budget from Jerry Wicks
to General Budget from Windell and Gayle Baggett
to General Budget from Allee Anderson
to General Budget from Cheryl McClure
to Chapel Renewal Fund from Jimmy and Christine Burkett
to Chapel Renewal Fund from JoAnn Maykus

We are hard at work as usual. Our Pre-K class is beginning to read and all the other
classes are busy at their tasks as well. We have fun painting, completing work jobs,
and we just had a wonderful time with our Valentines parties. Now - we are looking
forward to March and hopefully some "playground weather!" We want to remind
everyone to visit our FACEBOOK page and keep abreast of all our fun and learning.
Also - don't forget that In March you need to wear Green for Lucky Day!
From PDO to You - BLESSINGS
Sandi Parker
Director

