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January 17, 2023 

 

 

VIA USTR Comment Portal 

 

 

The Honorable Katherine Tai 
United States Trade Representative 
Office of the United States Trade Representative 
600 17th Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 2006 
 
 

RE: Request for Comments in Four-Year Review of Actions Taken in the Section 301 
Investigation: China’s Acts, Policies, and Practices Related to Technology Transfer, 
Intellectual Property, and Innovation (Docket No. USTR-2022-0014) 

 
 
Dear Ambassador Tai: 
 
The members of the American Lighting Association (ALA) oppose tariffs and submit these comments in 
response to the United States Trade Representative’s (USTR) Request for Comments in Four-Year Review of 
Actions Taken in the Section 301 Investigation: China’s Acts, Policies, and Practices Related to Technology 
Transfer, Intellectual Property, and Innovation1. 
 
 
Impact on Lighting Industry 
ALA’s members firmly support holding China accountable when it comes to stopping the theft of 
intellectual property and forced technology transfers. This issue is of particular concern to the lighting 
industry because of the investment made in research and development towards the advancement in 
design, efficiency and function of lighting, ceiling fan and control products. However, ALA is not in favor of 
the current method being used to punish and correct China’s actions. 
 
The previous administration implemented the Section 301 tariffs on products coming from China as a 
means to penalize China’s behavior and deter future aggressions. Unfortunately, the tariffs have not 
curtailed China’s actions and instead have artificially inflated the prices of consumer goods, especially the 
prices of lighting products. In fact, the last four years have proven that the tariffs are not a deterrent but a 
tax on American consumers, paid by American consumers. Americans have unnecessarily paid millions of 
dollars in additional tariffs for lighting products. 
 
The American-owned family businesses that comprise ALA’s membership operate in the global economy, 
sourcing materials and components from around the world. Ultimately, they design, manufacture and sell   

 
1 https://comments.ustr.gov/s/docket?docketNumber=USTR-2022-0014 
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highly decorative, energy-efficient products that could be in higher consumer demand if not for the 
additional tariffs. Consumer buying power has been significantly diminished, keeping consumers from 
replacing products with more efficient lighting and achieving greater energy savings. 
 
 
HTS Codes 
To say the tariffs are protecting a domestic industry is simply false, because a domestic manufacturing base 
of accessible lighting products does not exist. There is no evidence to support the continuation of lighting 
related tariffs based on the need for protection which is why ALA is calling for the elimination of the 
additional tariffs associated with these specific harmonized tariff schedule codes: 
 
8414.51  Fans 

[Everything under the Sub-Heading Number] 
 
8414.90.10XX  Parts: Of fans (including blowers) and ventilating or recycling hoods 
   [Everything under the Sub-Heading and Suffix Extension] 
 
8517.62 Machines for the reception, conversion and transmission or regeneration of voice, 

images or other data, including switching and routing apparatus 
[Everything under the Sub-Heading Number] 

 
8537 Boards, panels, consoles, desks, cabinets and other bases, equipped with two or 

more apparatus of heading 8535 or 8536, for electric control or the distribution of 
electricity, including those incorporating instruments or apparatus of chapter 90, 
and numerical control apparatus, other than switching apparatus of heading 8517 

 [Everything Under the Heading Number] 
 
8538.10 Boards, panels, consoles, desks, cabinets and other bases for the goods of heading 

8537, not equipped with their apparatus 
 [Everything under the Sub-Heading Number] 
 
8539.51  Light-emitting diode (LED) modules 
 [Everything under the Sub-Heading Number] 
 
8539.52  Light-emitting diode (LED) lamps 
 [Everything under the Sub-Heading Number] 
 
8539.90  Parts 
 [Everything under the Sub-Heading Number] 
 
9405 Luminaires and lighting fittings including searchlights and spotlights and parts 

thereof, not elsewhere specified or included; illuminated signs, illuminated 
nameplates and the like, having a permanently fixed light source, and parts thereof 
not elsewhere specified or included 

 [Everything Under the Heading Number] 
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Impact on Economy 
During USTR’s original consideration of the Section 301 tariffs, corporate executives, economists, consumer 
groups and financial experts all predicted that the tariffs would be bad for business. ALA joined a chorus of 
other industry leaders, appearing before a panel convened by USTR, to deliver testimony as to why tariffs 
were the wrong approach and would significant economic ramifications. 
 
The economic volatility that has lingered for the last 18-months has complicated the financial stability of 
ALA’s members. Part of that instability stems from the effect the tariffs have inflicted on the ailing U.S. 
housing market. The strength of the housing market is vital to the success of the lighting industry. 
 
Removing the additional tariffs would bring down consumer prices, increase consumer confidence and 
resolve the ongoing supply chain disruptions. The combined result of those events would reduce inflation 
and steady the long-term economic outlook. 
 
 
Conclusion 
The time is right to end the Section 301 tariffs on products coming from China, as the tariffs have not only 
failed to achieve their objectives but have also undermined American consumers and businesses. ALA 
appreciates the opportunity to engage USTR on this issue and eagerly awaits the result of the review 
process. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Michael Weems 
Vice President, Government Engagement 
 
 
 
 

About ALA 
ALA represents over 1,200 member companies in the residential lighting, ceiling fan and controls industries 

in the United States, Canada, the Caribbean and Mexico. Member companies are manufacturers, 
manufacturers’ representatives, retail showrooms and lighting designers. 
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