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On November 26th, Governor Walker signed into law Senate Bill 54, a move intended to address issues with Senate Bill 

91, the sweeping crime reform bill passed in 2016. 
 

SB 91 still isn't in full effect; its third phase will be rolled out in January of 2018. However, SB 54 was a necessary first 

step in returning some important tools to the law enforcement community. I believe it strikes a right balance with the 

concepts that underlie criminal justice reform, while ensuring law enforcement and prosecutors have the tools they need 

to address crime in our neighborhoods. 

 

So, what exactly did SB 54 change? Here's a breakdown: 

 

• Class C Felonies – SB 54 changed the sentencing ranges for C felonies. First offenses changed from a 

probationary sentence to a term of 0 to 2 years of jail. Second felony offenses changed from 1 to 3 years to 1 to 4 

years. Third class C felony offenses remain unchanged. Due to these changes, courts should be more willing to 

hold offenders on bail for a first C felony conviction because the sentence can include active jail time. 

 

• Theft in the Fourth Degree – SB 54 created a new sentencing structure for theft of property valued at less than 

$250. For a first conviction, a court is authorized to sentence a person for up to five days of jail time. For a 

second conviction, the sentence can be up to 10 days and for a third conviction, up to 15 days. On a fourth 

conviction, the offense is upgraded to a class A misdemeanor, which under most circumstances will be 

punishable by up to 30 days of jail time.  

 

• Joy Riding Provisions – SB 54 changed the level of the mental state required to convict someone of riding in a 

stolen car from “knowing” to “criminal negligence”.  

 

• Violating Conditions of Release – SB 54 returned the offense to a misdemeanor, punishable with up to five days 

of jail time. Returning this offense to a misdemeanor clarifies for judges and law enforcement alike that a person 

may be arrested and held until bail is set on the new offense. 

 

• Mandatory Probation for Sex Offenders – SB 54 reestablished a mandatory period of probation for sex offenders. 

Convicted sex offenders who committed sex offenses considered unclassified felonies will now face 15 years of 

probation, while Class A and B felonies will receive 10 years' probation and Class C felonies receive five. 

 

• Sex Trafficking Adjustments – Senate Bill 54 amends statutes to help ensure that those who profit off of other 

sex workers can actually be held accountable as sex traffickers. 

 

Attached is a complete list of changes made in SB 54 and the Department of Justice’s in-depth analysis of SB 54. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to contact me at Rep.Jason.Grenn@akleg.gov or 907-269-0234. 
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