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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• Most of the site grading for 

the new building is done! 

• Check page 4 for several 

fellowship opportunities 

• Senior Sunday is May 15th 

• Our next Trinity Meal is   

May 23 

HOW THE CHURCH GROWS 

Scripture counsels us to take heed of those who are good at what they do. Within 

the Old Testament Book of Proverbs, there are “thirty sayings of the wise.” One of 

them urges, “Observe people who are good at their work—skilled workers are 

always in demand and admired” (23:29 The Message). 

Shane Bishop is the Senior Pastor of Christ Church, a United Methodist 

congregation in Fairview Heights, Illinois. Christ Church was recognized as one of 

the 100 fastest growing churches in the United States in 2018. Their weekend 

worship attendance has increased from 200 to over 2,500 since Shane’s 

appointment in 1997 and grew for twenty-two consecutive years. Shane was 

named A Distinguished Evangelist of the United Methodist Church in 2010. 

Shane answers the question about how to grow the church with a simple formula: 

1) Make new Christians; 2) Turn new Christians into disciples; and 3) Send those 

disciples out to make new Christians. He says the recipe is two parts evangelism 

and one part discipleship, or E2D. This is like the chemical formula for water, H20, 

consisting of two atoms of hydrogen and one atom of oxygen. Growing the church 

consists of two parts evangelism and one part discipleship.  

We’re hoping to hire a new staff person to oversee discipleship for all ages. This is 

vital, helping us become more like Jesus. Evangelism, however, is the 

reproductive system of the body of Christ. Multiplication requires twice as much 

evangelism as discipleship. In this time when our church is not only building a new 

facility but building up the congregation, this is all the more important; all of us 

working together to share abundant life with more people. 

Evangelism is simply sharing the good news with others. That is, we seek out and 

welcome new persons, proclaim the gospel (sharing what God has accomplished 

in Jesus), and offer them an opportunity to commit their lives to God through 

baptism and profession of faith in Jesus Christ. 

Growth requires twice as much of this than even discipleship, forming people in 

the way of Jesus. That’s because the new people we reach and form are then 

turned around and sent back out to reach more new people. May we put into 

practice what we have learned from someone who does it well. 

TWO PARTS EVANGELISM AND ONE PART DISCIPLESHIP 



 

 

Have you had a heart-warming experience? 

Wesley’s personal assurance of salvation was to come a few months later in London in May 1738 (just three days 

after his brother Charles reported a “strange palpitation of the heart” on Pentecost which enlivened his faith). John 

now felt that he met the criteria for being a “true Christian” which had been set by his Moravian friends. Here is his 

account of his life-changing, heartwarming experience: 

“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s preface to 

the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in 

the heart though faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation. 

And an assurance was given me, that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin 

and death” (Journal, May 24, 1738). 

After his Aldersgate experience, Wesley realized, like the Moravians, that until one has experienced personal, 

heartfelt assurance of salvation, one is only an “almost Christian.” In order to be a real Christian one had to have 

an inner, heartfelt experience of the saving grace of God. 

So how’s your heart? Have you been to Aldersgate? Have you experienced a personal, heartfelt assurance of 

salvation in Jesus Christ (peace, the wholeness and completeness of life)? If you have, are you contagiously 

sharing that with others? If you haven’t, please let me know if you’d like to talk or pray. 

Grace and peace to you, 

John Louk 

HAVE YOU BEEN TO ALDERSGATE 

On May 24 we celebrate Aldersgate Day in the Methodist traditions. For the co-

founder of the Methodist movement, it was a turning point in John Wesley’s life. 

When Wesley was a student at Oxford, he helped form the Holy Club. He insisted 

that the members be disciplined in their study, prayer, and good works. Wesley 

called these practices the Means of Grace (worship, reading scripture, receiving 

Holy Communion, prayer, Christian conversation, and doing good). That is, they 

are the primary ways in which we receive God’s grace. He realized something 

important, though. These time-honored discipleship traditions weren’t enough. 

That became even more clear when he traveled to America on a missionary 

journey. Wesley went to Georgia in 1735-1737 to minister to the colonists and 

Native Americans. Bishop William Willimon tells the story in his book Why I Am a 

United Methodist. It was a painful journey for himself as well as for the colonists 

he went to serve. Disheartened he headed back to England. 

On the way back from his frustrating missionary journey to Georgia, in 1738, the 

unhappy Mr. Wesley met the Moravians, a German pietistic sect which stressed 

the need for an inner, personal assurance of salvation. Their firm, assured faith 

reminded Wesley of how uncertain was his own faith. While still off the coast of 

England on his way home from Georgia, Wesley wrote in his journal, “I went to 

America to convert others, but who shall convert me?” 
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“Statue of John Wesley, St Paul's 

Churchyard, London by Nicholas 

Jackson - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/

index.php?curid=25258029” 



 

 

MAY CALENDAR 

1 Su 9:30 AM Sunday Worship 

   Communion 

 10:30 AM The Big Red Food Truck Family Event 

3 Tu 10:30 AM Staff Meeting 

4 W 6:00 PM Confirmation 

 6:00 PM Kids of God 

 6:45 PM Youth and Children’s Meal 

 7:15 PM Youth Group 

 7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal 

5 Th 7:00 PM Thursday Evening Women’s Group 

 7:30 PM Band Rehearsal 

8 Su 9:30 AM Sunday Worship 

9 M 10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 

11 W 9:00 AM United Methodist Women 

 6:00 PM Confirmation 

 6:00 PM Kids of God 

 6:45 PM Youth and Children’s Meal 

 7:15 PM Youth Group 

 7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal 

12 Th 7:30 PM Band Rehearsal 

15 Su 9:30 AM Sunday Worship 

   Senior Recognition Sunday 

16 M 5:30 PM Finance 

 7:00 PM Trustees 

17 Tu 10:30 AM Staff Meeting 

 6:30 PM SPRT 

18 W 6:00 PM Confirmation 

 6:00 PM Kids of God 

 6:45 PM Youth and Children’s Meal 

 7:15 PM Youth Group 

 7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal 

19 Th 11:30 AM Lunch Bunch 

 6:30 PM Administrative Board 

 7:30 PM Band Rehearsal 

22 Su 9:30 AM Sunday Worship 

23 M 10:00 AM Prayer Shawl 

 5:00 PM Trinity Meal 

BUILDING UPDATE 

What happened in April: 

Over the past month, site grading has been the 

main activity. Most of that is complete, including 

the detention pond! Did you know: Retention 

ponds maintain a pool of water throughout the 

year and hold stormwater runoff following 

storms. Detention ponds hold water for a short 

period of time and slowly release the water to 

the stream. 

What the plan for May is: 

During May and much of June site plumbing is 

the main activity. That will entail brining water, 

sewer, and electricity up to our building site. In 

addition all the plumbing that will be under the 

floor of the building will be put in place. Around 

mid May we might see steel for the building 

being delivered. 

Watch for pictures of the latest activity on 

Facebook on the “Waukee United Methodist 

Church” and “Connection in Christ” pages! 
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25 W 7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal 

26 Th 7:30 PM Band Rehearsal 

29 Su 9:30 AM Sunday Worship 

30 M   Memorial Day (Office Closed) 



 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Allan & Gina Graham  1 

Peyton Krohn   2 

Conner Butler   3 

Olivia Berger   4 

Diane Coffey   4 

Katie Morrison   6 

Leonard Gutshall   7 

Emma Barnett   9 

Jessica Vaught   9 

Ken Wheeler   9 

Jennifer Corrigan   11 

Don Hartley   11 

Braden Menz   12 

Mallory Colwell   12 

Jerry Steele   13 

Jarett Butler   13 

Karen Henderson   13 

Sydney Berger   13 

Lauren Kratz   14 

Jim & Angie Gearhart  15 

Bruce & Karla Caquelin  15 

Sandy Swallow   17 

Randy & Debbie Lauer  18 

Michael Schrodt   18 

Deanne Lee   20 

Natalie Felt   20 

Vincent Mezger   22 

Craig Showalter   23 

Kevin & Shari Butler  24 

Carol Guttenfelder   24 

Kailee Allen   24 

Alida Timmerman   24 

Garrett Slaybaugh   25 

Amy Showalter   27 

Cathy Schmitz   27 

Jenna Kemp   28 

Larry Reed   29 

Libby Davis   30 

BOOK TALK  

All Waukee UMC attenders 

are invited to be a part of the 

Third Thursday Lunch Bunch 

meeting at 11:30 AM on 

Thursday, May 19th at the 

Pizza Ranch on University. 

We’ll gather in the north party 

room, pray, go through the 

buffet, and enjoy the blessings 

of food and fellowship. 

The next Book Talk book will be The Lincoln Highway buy Amor Towles. 

Mark your calendars for 2:00 PM Monday, May 16th at Ann & Greg 

Ruble’s home, and be ready to share your thoughts on this popular novel. 

Blurb: In June 1954, 18-year-old Emmett 

Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the 

warden of the juvenile work farm where he has 

just served 15 months for involuntary 

manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father 

recently deceased, and the family farm 

foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett's intention 

is to pick up his eight-year-old brother Billy and 

head to California, where they can start their 

lives anew. But when the warden drives away, Emmett discovers that two 

friends from the work farm have hidden themselves in the trunk of the 

warden's car. Together, they have hatched an altogether different plan for 

Emmett's future, one that will take them all on a fateful journey in the 

opposite direction - to the city of New York.  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

LUNCH BUNCH 

The next meeting for the UMW will be Wednesday, May 11 at 9:00 AM at 

the parsonage. The hostess will be Barb Swaim, and devotions and 

program will be given by Pastor John Louk. All women at Waukee UMC 

are invited to join! 
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Have other ideas for the Mission Team? Let us know! 

Covid-restrictions continue to be followed at Children and Family Urban Ministries (CFUM -- fondly known as 

Trinity Suppers). We no longer get to serve meals from inside the church or visit with clients face-to-face. Pre-

packaged meals are handed out by CFUM employees to the clients who line up outside the church.  

In an effort to keep things simple, the Mission Team has been purchasing Dominos pizzas and asking for 

donations of fruit and dessert items. Trudy Black, Pam Rummelhart, and Lauren Kratz package the meals in 

plastic grocery sacks. CFUM clients generally appreciate pizza, but other churches/organizations also frequently 

provide it.  

Does anyone have other ideas for a meal that could be easily prepared, packaged, and delivered to CFUM by 

3:45?Our beloved and traditional meal of Marilyn's Methodist Maid rites require a lot of packaging and 

labor.  Another favorite, walking tacos, would also involve a lot of packaging and labor.  

Contact Lauren Kratz 515-669-2618 or email laurenbkratz@gmail.com if you have some ideas -- or if you would 

like to be more involved with helping! 

Note: Sign-up sheets/Sign-Up Genius forms are no longer being used to track donations. Instead, on the day of 

the Trinity Meal, the Mission Team purchases any needed items that weren't donated ... and any extra items 

received are delivered to Trinity with the meals.  

We'll provide another meal on Monday, May 23. Watch Weekly Wire for donation requests.  

The following Waukee UMC attenders will be honored at 

our worship celebration Sunday, May 15:  

Katie Morrison, Gavin Slaybaugh, and Hayden Colwell graduating from 

Waukee Northwest High School and 

Kayla Gutshall, Jackson Allen, Jarett Butler, Drew Soughan, Camden 

Kaufmann, and Jace Showalter all graduating from Waukee High 

School. 

Congratulations to these young men and women at this very special 

time in their lives.  

THE CHURCH’S NEXT TRINITY MEAL 

SENIOR RECOGNITION 

5 



 

 

WE ARE BUILDING! 

Until our new Worship 

Center is complete on  

LA Grant Parkway in 

Waukee, we invite you to 

worship with us in person 

on Sundays at 9:30 AM 

at our temporary location 

at South Middle School. 

You can also find our 

worship service at 

waukeechurch.life, 

Facebook, or YouTube. 

MAY WORSHIP SERIES: WITNESS 

In May we continue to celebrate the Great Fifty Days of Easter. Our Easter 

worship series, Witness, continues with the stories of Jesus’ first witnesses. After 

the resurrection, Jesus told his disciples they were his witnesses in their own city, 

in the surrounding regions, and throughout the world (Acts 1: 8). They witnessed 

Jesus’ resurrection and told others what they saw, what they heard, what they 

felt, what they tasted, touched, and experienced. During this season of Easter 

we’ll hear the stories of those witnesses and be encouraged to witness today. 

This is especially important as we seek to recover our burning passion to reach 

people far away from God and share Jesus with them (evangelism). Come and 

worship! 

 

800 Locust St 

P O Box 26 

Waukee, IA 50263 

515-987-4531 

office@waukeechurch.org 


