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Welcome to worship at 
Joy Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, if you come every Sunday or if this is your first time at 
our church or any church at all.  You’re welcome if you know the Bible backwards 
and forwards, or have never really read it, if you know Jesus or are just curious to 
hear what He is all about.

We especially welcome those who could use a prayer right now, or an assurance 
that God loves them, those who are struggling, and those who are doing okay.

Whoever you are, whatever your past or present – God welcomes you as do we!
________________________________________________________________________

LIST OF MITIGATION RULES FOR IN PERSON WORSHIP
1. Wear your face mask. We have extras if you need one. Pastor will be more 

than 10 ft away and remove her mask while presiding.
2. Keep 3 empty chairs (ie 6 ft.) between you and anyone not in your household. 
3. No use of hymnals.
4. Keep your mask on during singing and do not sing boisterously. Studies show 

that singing projects more air than coughing.
5. We will limit the worship service to approximately 35 minutes. The longer 

people share the same air space the greater the chance of spreading germs. 
6. No contact during the passing of the peace. Stay at 6 ft. distances - sharing a 

peace sign, wave, hand over heart, or clasped hands and bow.
7. Offering plates are in stationary positions near entryways to avoid the passing 

of the plate.  Thank you for your offerings! 
8. We ask you to FILL OUT THE SHEET OF PAPER inside your bulletin and 

place it in the offering plate.  
9. As you are dismissed, exit in a staggered rhythm to decrease proximity to one 

another.
10. If you use a bathroom, please clean all touchable surfaces before and after 

usage.  Spray disinfectant and paper towels are available in each bathroom.
11. If you would like to visit after worship, we ask you maintain 6 ft. distances.
12. All coffee and food is suspended at this time - an exception is we will offer 

prepackaged food-to-go for Sunday School students. 



1

Introduction
The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the chorus today, recognizing what 
God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung after communion, for we have seen 
God’s salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in our hands in the 
bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for the healing of 
the world.

Welcome/Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
C: and also with you.

Opening Call to Worship and Prayer:  Seeking Light
L: In this season of waiting, of longing,
 of looking for you to come into our world
 We are seeking light
L: In our own lives
C: We are seeking light
 In our neighborhoods and families
C: We are seeking light
L: In our work
C: We are seeking light
L: In Grace
C: We are seeking light
L: In our nation
C: We are seeking light
L: In our world
C: We are seeking light
L: In all our deepest longings 
C: We are seeking light
L: Seek and you shall find
 Knock and the door will be opened
 Ask and it will be given to you
C: Jesus Christ you are the light of the world
 May we have eyes to see you
 And ears to hear you
 Come into our world.  Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
L: Almighty God, 
C: you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more 

wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one 
who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

Opening Hymn It Came Upon A Midnight Clear ELW 282 (v. 1-3)



First Reading Isaiah 61:10 -- 62:3
To the people who returned to Jerusalem after the exile, the prophet proclaims that God’s 
salvation will fully come to pass. Jerusalem will become a shining light to the nations and 
righteousness and praise will spring up as surely as the earth puts forth vegetation.

    10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
  my whole being shall exult in my God;
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
  to spring up before all the nations.

 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
  and her salvation like a burning torch.
 2The nations shall see your vindication,
  and all the kings your glory;
 and you shall be called by a new name
  that the mouth of the Lord will give.
 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Second Reading Galatians 4:4-7
Paul seeks to show the Galatians that the purpose of Christ’s birth was to liberate us from 
the law’s condemnation so that we would be fully adopted into God’s family as beloved 
children.

             4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a 
child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.
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Gospel Reading Luke 2:22-40
Luke’s narrative continues with stories that emphasize Jesus’ connection to Judaism. His 
family is devout in its observance of the law, and Jesus himself is recognized as one who 
will bring glory to Israel.

           22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
[Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
  according to your word;
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation,
  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles
  and for glory to your people Israel.”
  33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for 
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 
soul too.”
  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then 
as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem.
  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

Sermon	 Pastor Karen Sonray
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Prayers

Lord's Prayer
Our Father, in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
       as we forgive those 
 who sin against us;
Save us from the time of trial
       and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.  Amen. 

Hymn	 Good Christian Friends Rejoice	 ELW 288



Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
C: And also with you. 
       (please exchange Christ's peace with a smile, nod, wave, or other non-contact sign) 

Sending Hymn Go Tell It on the Mountain ELW 290

Benediction 

L: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   
Pianist:

Nancy Wojnowski
Reader:

Ruth Barndt
Acolyte: Song Leaders:

Mona Mitton

Flowers are given
by Peggy & Richard Dana
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The Worship Assistant Signup Sheet is Back!
We’re going to start using a signup sheet again for volunteer worship 
assistants.  It’s on the Opportunities bulletin board.

FOOD PANTRY needs donations... It’s a rough time of year for 
many families.  Bring donations (chili, soup, meats, TP especially needed) 
to church or write a check and earmark it for Food Bank or the Chugiak 
Eagle River Food Pantry.  

Holiday Hours
Thursday, Dec. 31 Church office & JCDC closed at 3:00pm
Friday, Jan. 1  Church office & JCDC closed


