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Welcome to worship at 
Joy Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, if you come every Sunday or if this is your first time at 
our church or any church at all.  You’re welcome if you know the Bible backwards 
and forwards, or have never really read it, if you know Jesus or are just curious to 
hear what He is all about.

We especially welcome those who could use a prayer right now, or an assurance 
that God loves them, those who are struggling, and those who are doing okay.

Whoever you are, whatever your past or present – God welcomes you as do we!
________________________________________________________________________

LIST OF MITIGATION RULES FOR IN PERSON WORSHIP
1. Wear your face mask. We have extras if you need one. Pastor will be more 

than 10 ft away and remove her mask while presiding.
2. Keep 3 empty chairs (ie 6 ft.) between you and anyone not in your household. 
3. No use of hymnals.
4. Keep your mask on during singing and do not sing boisterously. Studies show 

that singing projects more air than coughing.
5. We will limit the worship service to approximately 35 minutes. The longer 

people share the same air space the greater the chance of spreading germs. 
6. No contact during the passing of the peace. Stay at 6 ft. distances - sharing a 

peace sign, wave, hand over heart, or clasped hands and bow.
7. Offering plates are in stationary positions near entryways to avoid the passing 

of the plate.  Thank you for your offerings! 
8. We ask you to FILL OUT THE SHEET OF PAPER inside your bulletin and 

place it in the offering plate.  
9. As you are dismissed, exit in a staggered rhythm to decrease proximity to one 

another.
10. If you use a bathroom, please clean all touchable surfaces before and after 

usage.  Spray disinfectant and paper towels are available in each bathroom.
11. If you would like to visit after worship, we ask you maintain 6 ft. distances.
12. All coffee and food is suspended at this time - an exception is we will offer 

prepackaged food-to-go for Sunday School students. 
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Introduction
John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that 
nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the 
context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; 
the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to 
be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is 
coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our lives in a 
world in need of justice and peace.

Welcome/Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
C: and also with you.

Advent Confession
L: Lord God,
 we praise you for sending light into this world.
 We confess that we live as though 
      the light had never defeated darkness.
 We confess that we ignore the Savior you sent 
      to be among us and to live in us.
 We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas season 
      and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting hearts.
C: Forgive us for not opening our eyes to Jesus.
 Prepare us for His return. 
 Help us rejoice in the light 
 so that your grace can illuminate 
 the darkened places of our hearts.  
 Amen.

Prayer of the Day
L: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C: Amen.
Hymn Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11



In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in 
Babylon is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the 

sheep. This word can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of 
God.
1Comfort, O comfort my people,
  says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
  and cry to her
 that she has served her term,
  that her penalty is paid,
 that she has received from the Lord’s hand
  double for all her sins.
3A voice cries out:
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
  and every mountain and hill be made low;
 the uneven ground shall become level,
  and the rough places a plain.
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5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
  and all people shall see it together,
  for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6A voice says, “Cry out!”
  And I said, “What shall I cry?”
 All people are grass,
  their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7The grass withers, the flower fades,
  when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
  surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades;
  but the word of our God will stand forever.
9Get you up to a high mountain,
  O Zion, herald of good tidings;
 lift up your voice with strength,
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
  lift it up, do not fear;
 say to the cities of Judah,
  “Here is your God!”
10See, the Lord God comes with might,
  and his arm rules for him;
 his reward is with him,
  and his recompense before him.
11He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
  he will gather the lambs in his arms,
 and carry them in his bosom,
  and gently lead the mother sheep.

Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15a
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, 
especially concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls 
on Christians to anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to 
God.
             8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his 
promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, 
but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then 
the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with 
fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
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  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought 
you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, 
we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by 
him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation.

Gospel Reading Mark 1:1-8
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.

            8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his 
promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, 
but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then 
the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with 
fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.

  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought 
you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, 
we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.

  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by 
him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation.
Hymn Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW 239 (v.1-3)

Sermon  Pastor Karen Sonray



Special Music  Laura Storrs

Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
C: And also with you. 
  (please exchange Christ's peace with a smile, nod, wave, or other non-contact sign) 

Prayers 

Lord's Prayer

Our Father, in heaven, 
       hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
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 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
       as we forgive those 
 who sin against us;
Save us from the time of trial
       and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.  Amen. 

Benediction 

Sending Hymn He Came Down  ELW 253
L: Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.



Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   
Pianist:

Laura Storrs
Preacher:

Pastor Karen Sonray
Reader:

Trudi Pudimat
Song Leaders:

Mona Mitton

Flowers are given
by Nancy Wojnowski
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Mid-Week Advent Services: 
Holden Evening Prayer 
Did you see the first Mid-Week Advent Service ?  It  
was posted online at our Joy Lutheran Facebook 
Page.  It will be posted every week on either 
Tuesday or Wed. and remain there so you can access it at a time convenient 
for you.  Thank you to Jim & Nancy Hemsath, Nancy W. and Heather for 
leading the first service.  It was beautiful. 

Holy Communion offered Sunday, Dec. 13th 2 ways:
•    At our 9:30 AM Worship  and
•    At a "Drive In" Communion opportunity 11:30 - 12 Noon  West Parking Lot

Poinsettias
We are ordering 12 potted poinsettias for the Christmas Eve altar.  
If you’d like to sponsor one of them, please sign up on the 
Opportunities bulletin board.  They are $15.

New Sanctuary Christmas Tree
Thank you to all whom donated towards the purchase of our new 
Christmas Tree. There's still time if you'd like to contribute! 

Special thank you to Jim & Nancy Hemsath for picking it up from 
Costco, putting it up and decorating!

Ice candle luminary makers needed for the outdoor Christmas Eve 
service. Talk to Pr. Karen.  

The Worship Assistant Signup Sheet is Back!
We’re going to start using a signup sheet again for volunteer worship 
assistants.  It’s on the Opportunities bulletin board.


