
Joy Lutheran Church
10111 E. Eagle River Loop Road, Eagle River, AK 99577

Office: 907.694.9601
www.joy-lutheran.com          joylutheran@gmail.com

April 26, 2020

Third Sunday of Easter

http://www.joy-lutheran.com
http://www.joy-lutheran.com
mailto:joylutheran@gmail.com
mailto:joylutheran@gmail.com


1

Introduction
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, 
loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one 
to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the 
breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are 
proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story 
of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.

Confession/Forgiveness
Prayer of Confession

Saving God,
like Israel before us
we are filled with joy when you deliver us from bondage
and we praise you when you vanquish our foes.

Yet we are less trusting when you lead us into the desert:
the long way,
the unknown path,
the journey of trial, trust, and refining.

Forgive us for questioning the path you have chosen for us.
Forgive our complaining along the way.
Forgive the times we’ve stumbled 
when the journey was long and hard.

Deliver us from our Egypts.
Lead us on our unexpected journeys.
Sustain us in our deserts.
Bring us to our promised lands.

Words of Assurance

The same God who delivered Israel from her slavery
is the God who delivers us from our slavery to sin.
God has made a way to freedom through Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God!
The same God who gave Israel
a pillar of cloud by day 
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and a pillar of fire by night
is the God who sent the Spirit to lead and to guide.
Let us follow with joy!
Amen.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us Pray.  O God, 
C: your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. 

Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.

Message    Based on Luke 24:13-35 Pastor Karen Sonray

Canticle of the Sun	 Roy Corral, Jim Hemsath, Nancy Hemsath
by Marty Haugen 

Chorus (join in)
The heavens are telling the glory of God,
And all creation is shouting for joy!
Come, dance in the forest, come, play in the field,
And sing, sing to the glory of the Lord!

Praise for the sun, the bringer of day,
He carries the light of the Lord in his rays;
The moon and the stars who light up the way unto your throne!

Praise for the wind that blows through the trees,
The seas' mighty storms, the gentlest breeze;
They blow where they will
They blow where they please to please the Lord!

Praise for the rain that waters our fields,
And blesses our crops so all the earth yields;
From death unto life her mystery revealed
Springs forth in joy!
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Praise to the fire that gives us his light
The warmth of the sun to brighten our night
He dances with joy, his spirit so bright
He sings of You! 

Praise for the earth,
Who makes life grow
The creatures you made to let your life show;
The flowers and trees that help us to know
The heart of love

Prayers

Benediction


