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Welcome to worship at 
Joy Lutheran Church

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, divorced, 
married, widowed, or if your relationship status is “complicated.” 

We are glad you are here if you come every Sunday or if this is your 
first time at our church or any church at all.  You’re welcome if you 
know the Bible backwards and forwards, or have never really read it, 
if you know Jesus or are just curious to hear what He is all about.

We welcome you if you have doubts about “organized religion” or are 
a “cradle Christian.”  We welcome liberals, conservatives, moderates, 
and undecided. If you cheer for the right team, or don’t like sports, 
you are welcome here.

We especially welcome those who could use a prayer right now, or an 
assurance that God loves them, those who are struggling, and those 
who are doing okay.

Whoever you are, whatever your past or present – God welcomes you 
and so do we!
_____________________________________________________________

Children are always welcome here.   We are used to the joyful sounds 
of our youngest sisters and brothers.  We do have some activity bags 
near the main entrance, to keep restless hands busy. Due to 
COVID-19 we discourage use of our Family Room right now.
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Introduction
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign 
of God.  Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of 
others above our own.  Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our 
lives for the sake of our needy world.

Welcome/Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
C: and also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
 who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
C: Amen.
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
(Silence is kept for reflection.)
L: Faithful God,
C: have mercy on us.
 We confess that we are captive to sin
 and cannot free ourselves.
 We turn from your loving embrace
 and go our own ways.
 We pass judgment on one another
 before examining ourselves.
 We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
 We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
 Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
 and turn us again to life in you
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
L: God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
 and through his death and resurrection,
 Christ has made us his own.
 Hear the truth that God proclaims:
 Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
 Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
 to do God’s work in the world.
C: Amen.
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Hymn Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee ELW 836

Reading Philippians 2:1-13
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn 
that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless 
perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
 6who, though he was in the form of God,
  did not regard equality with God
  as something to be exploited,



 7but emptied himself,
  taking the form of a slave,
  being born in human likeness.
 And being found in human form,
  8he humbled himself
  and became obedient to the point of death—
  even death on a cross.

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him
  and gave him the name
  that is above every name,
 10so that at the name of Jesus
  every knee should bend,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 11and every tongue should confess
  that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure.

Psalm Psalm 19:1-6
(read responsively)
1To you, O Lord,
  I lift up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
  nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O Lord,
  and teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
  for they are from everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
  remember me according to your steadfast love 
 and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.



8You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9You lead the lowly in justice
  and teach the lowly your way. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 21:23-32
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His 
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they 
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did 
you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; 
for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 
mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I 
go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe 
him.”

Sermon  Pastor Karen Sonray
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Prayers 

Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
C: And also with you. 
(please exchange Christ's peace with a smile, nod, wave, or other non-contact sign)

Lord's Prayer
Our Father, in heaven, 
       hallowed be your name, 
       your kingdom come, 
       your will be done,
       on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
       as we forgive those 
 who sin against us;
Save us from the time of trial
       and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours,
                   now and forever.  Amen.
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Hymn Take, O Take Me As I Am ELW 814
   (Two times through)
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Benediction

L: Go in Peace - Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises ELW 535


