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Welcome to worship at 
Joy Lutheran Church

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, divorced, married, 
widowed, or if your relationship status is “complicated.” 

We are glad you are here if you come every Sunday or if this is your first 
time at our church or any church at all.  You’re welcome if you know the 
Bible backwards and forwards, or have never really read it, if you know 
Jesus or are just curious to hear what He is all about.

We welcome you if you have doubts about “organized religion” or are a 
“cradle Christian.”  We welcome liberals, conservatives, moderates, and 
undecided. If you cheer for the right team, or don’t like sports, you are 
welcome here.

We especially welcome those who could use a prayer right now, or an 
assurance that God loves them, those who are struggling, and those who 
are doing okay.

Whoever you are, whatever your past or present – God welcomes you 
and so do we!
____________________________________________________________

Children are always welcome here.   We are used to the joyful sounds of 
our youngest sisters and brothers.  We do have some activity bags near 
the main entrance, to keep restless hands busy. Due to COVID-19 we 
discourage use of our Family Room right now. 

Offering:  Our offering plates are set at the entrance doors of the 
sanctuary.  Thank you for giving of your resources to sustain the 
ministries here at Joy Lutheran Church.



Introduction
The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: 
the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the 
statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we 
are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants 
out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways 
commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten Commandments are 
essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s liberating love, we strive to live 
out justice and mercy in our communities and the world.

Welcome
L:   The Lord be with you!
C:  And also with you!

Confession and Forgiveness
L: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence is kept for reflection.
L: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you,
 in thought, word, and deed,
 by what we have done
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart;
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
 For the sake of Jesus Christ
 have mercy on us and forgive us;
 that we may live and serve you in newness of life
 to the glory of your holy Name.  Amen.
L: Almighty God have mercy on us,
 forgive us all our sins,
 through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 strengthen us in all goodness,
 and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
 in eternal life.
C: Amen. 

Apostolic Greeting
L:   The grace of our Lord Christ Jesus, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all,
C:  And also with you.
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Kyrie

Cantor:   For broken lives and broken hearts we pray
Cong:     Lord have mercy.
Cantor:   For the unity of your church everywhere we pray
Cong:    Lord have mercy.
Cantor:  That we might know the forgiveness you promise we pray
Cong:    Lord have mercy.
Cantor:   For your parting gift of peace, oh Lord we pray
Cong:    A----men.

Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
L:  Let us pray.  Holy God,
C:  through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. 

Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that 
comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

First Reading  Exodus 20:1-17
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how 
to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. 
Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, 
and respect for life, family, and property.

1God spoke all these words:
  2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a 
jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 
generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do 
any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, 
or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed 
the sabbath day and consecrated it.
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you.
  13You shall not murder.
  14You shall not commit adultery.
  15You shall not steal.
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor.
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Psalm	 Psalm 19
1The heavens declare the glory of God,
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
2One day tells its tale to another,
  and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3Although they have no words or language,
  and their voices are not heard,
4their sound has gone out into all lands, 
 and their message to the ends of the world,
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
 and runs about to the end of it again;
  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. 
7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
11By them also is your servant enlightened,
  and in keeping them there is great reward.
12Who can detect one’s own offenses?
  Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
 let them not get dominion over me;
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 
 of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
  O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
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Gospel Reading	 John 2:13-22
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When 
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and 
resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center 
itself has changed.

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple 
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at 
their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the 
sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things 
out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews 
then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Sermon	 	 Pastor Karen Sonray



Hymn of the Day Canticle of Turning ELW 723 

Prayers of the Church  (brief silence, then various petitions, response said after each petition) 

L: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer. 
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us;
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.

Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
C: And also with you. 
 (please exchange Christ's peace with a smile, nod, wave, or other non-contact sign) 

Closing Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory ELW 324

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   
Pianist:

Kathy Huntington
Readers:

Trudi Pudimat 
& Emily Mullin

Acolyte:
Hazel Simasko

Song Leader:
Mona Mitton


