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Welcome to worship at 
Joy Lutheran Church

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, divorced, married, 
widowed, and all families in their variety of rich expressions. 

We are glad you are here if you come every Sunday or if this is your first 
time at our church or any church at all.  You’re welcome if you know the 
Bible backwards and forwards, or have never really read it, if you know 
Jesus or are just curious to hear what He is all about.

We welcome you if you have doubts about “organized religion” or are a 
“cradle Christian.”  We welcome liberals, conservatives, moderates, and 
undecided. If you cheer for the right team, or don’t like sports, you are 
welcome here.

We especially welcome those who could use a prayer right now, or an 
assurance that God loves them, those who are struggling, and those who 
are doing okay.

Whoever you are, whatever your past or present – God welcomes you and 
so do we!

____________________________________________________________

Children are always welcome here.   We are used to the joyful sounds of 
our youngest sisters and brothers.  We do have some activity bags near 
the main entrance, to keep restless hands busy.  

Offering:  Our offering plates are set at the entrance doors of the 
sanctuary.  Thank you for giving of your resources to sustain the 
ministries here at Joy Lutheran Church.



Joy Lutheran Church
10111 E. Eagle River Loop Road, Eagle River, AK 99577

Office: (907) 694-9601           www.joy-lutheran.com                  joylutheran@gmail.com
16th Sunday after Pentecost - Sept. 12, 2021, 9:30 a.m. - “Gods Work. Our Hands” Sunday

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we 
hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block 
is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal 
has to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles 
over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way 
to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

Welcome & Announcements

Opening Hymn God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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Apostolic Greeting
P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.
C:  And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.  O God,   
C: through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the 

glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel 
we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading 
describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the 
servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.

 4The Lord God has given me
  the tongue of a teacher,
 that I may know how to sustain
  the weary with a word.
 Morning by morning he wakens—
  wakens my ear
  to listen as those who are taught.
 5The Lord God has opened my ear,
  and I was not rebellious,
  I did not turn backward.
 6I gave my back to those who struck me,
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
 I did not hide my face
  from insult and spitting.
 7The Lord God helps me;
  therefore I have not been disgraced;
 therefore I have set my face like flint,
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
  8he who vindicates me is near.
 Who will contend with me?
  Let us stand up together.
 Who are my adversaries?
  Let them confront me.
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me;
  who will declare me guilty?



Psalm	 Psalm 116:1-9
1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice,
  and listened to my supplication,
2for the Lord has given ear to me
  whenever I called.
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
  I came to grief and sorrow.
4Then I called upon the name of the Lord:
  “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 
5Gracious is the Lord and righteous;
  our God is full of compassion.
6The Lord watches over the innocent;
  I was brought low, and God saved me.
7Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
  for the Lord has dealt well with you.
8For you have rescued my life from death,
  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;
9I will walk in the presence of the Lord
  in the land of the living. 

Children’s Time 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel Reading Mark 8:27-38
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the narrative to 
acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. 
Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross.
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, 
“John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 
30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 31Then he began to teach 
them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He 
said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become 
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the 
whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels.”

Sermon   Pastor Sean Avery

Passing of the Peace
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:  And also with you.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, in heaven, 
       hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
        your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
       as we forgive those who sin against us;
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.
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Blessing of Service

Sending Hymn	 Listen, God is Calling ELW 513

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. You are the hands and feet of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Tune by Marty Haugen (c) 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted/Streamed with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-739359.  Liturgical Texts and Images, from www.SundaysandSeasons.com, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, (c) 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS001842.  Purchased license grant publication and podcast/streaming.  
God’s Work. Our Hands, Text: © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Music: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. 
Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-739359.  Listen, God is Calling, Text: © Lutheran Theological 
College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress Arr. © 1968 Austin C. Lovelace, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Music: Public Domain.  Reprinted/Streamed with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-739359.   
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Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   
Pianists: Readers: Preacher: Ushers: Acolyte: Counters:

Nancy 
Wojnowski Corrine Finnie Pastor Sean 

Avery

Flowers are given 
by the Oistad family

in celebration of Noah & Callison’s birthdays

Regular Church Office Hours
Closed Mondays
Tues. - Wed.   10:00am - 5:00pm
Thursday! 10:00am - 4:00pm
Closed Fridays

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERSCHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Sue Weimer, Pres. Tom Bird, Vice Pres.

Scooter Bentson, Sec. Debby Bird

Corrine Finnie Kelly Mullin

Rachel Christman Heather Slocum

Kristi Swain Charlotte Kotlarchuk

Pastor Sean Avery Clarke Hemphill, Treasurer

Preview Of Upcoming WeekPreview Of Upcoming WeekPreview Of Upcoming Week

Sunday, Sept. 12 9:30 AM
6:00 PM

Worship - “God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday
Boy Scout Troop 219 - Brause Fellowship Hall

Monday, Sept. 13 6:30 PM
6:30 PM

Eaglewood Homeowners Assoc. - Brause Fellowship Hall
Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, Sept. 14 6:30 PM
7:00 PM

Alcoholics Anonymous
Church Council Meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 15 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous

Thursday, Sept. 16 - All Day -
6:30 PM

In-stitches Quilt Group - Upper Narthex
Alcoholics Anonymous

Friday, Sept. 17 10:00 AM 
6:30 PM

Sew for Joy Quilt Group - Upper Narthex 
Narcotics Anonymous

Saturday, Sept. 18 9:00 AM Saturday Morning Work Group

The Following Week:

Sunday, Sept. 19
9:30 AM

10:40 AM
6:00 PM

Worship 
Sunday School & Confirmation
Boy Scout Troop 219 - Brause Fellowship Hall
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Remember in Prayer
  For Illness:

• Sue Weimer (healing & comfort)
• Joanne (healing & comfort; Carol Munk’s sister) 
• Lisa Lind (healing, friend of Kristi Swain)
• Sharon Prien (continued healing through medical treatment)
• Jonny Hegna (continued healing)
• Skip Lange (Debby Bird's father)
• Stella Scamman (Kristi Swain’s aunt)

  For Grief:
• Family of Pastor Joe Alutius

  Special Concerns or Joys:
• Our Nation
• September Prayer Partner Church: Sitka Lutheran Church

Please contact Jennifer Moore (444-0481) with Prayer Chain requests or 
updates, or email joyprayerwarriors@gmail.com. 

JCDC is Hiring Teachers NOW!
Joy Child Development Center is accepting applications for teachers.  Training 
is available. 18 y.o.+ preferred for proper classroom ratios.  Contact JCDC 
director, Robin O’Mara at 694-2755. Please share with friends or family.

“Notes of Joy” Newsletter
Are you getting our weekly email newsletter?  Stay up to date with the current 
happenings at Joy Lutheran Church!  The Notes of Joy is sent out each 
Friday.  You can check it out by clicking the blue “Newsletter” on the home page 
of our website www.joy-lutheran.com.  If you’d like to subscribe you can do so 
at the top of the newsletter window, or call/email the office and we can add you!

Announcements
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Joy of Reading Book Club
Our book club meets the 3rd Monday of the month.  
We have a great group and it is a wonderful social 
time – lots of good conversation and laughter.   We 
welcome any and all who would like to come.   
You don’t even have to read the book!

The next meeting will be September 20th at 6:30 PM.   Mona Mitton will be 
hosting.  If you have any questions, please call Mona or the church office: 
694-9601.

Upcoming books are:

• September - West with Giraffes by Lynda Rutledge
• October - Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult
• November - The One Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot by Marianne 

Cronin
• December - The Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti 

Bowling
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COVID Protocol
The Council reviews our COVID protocol every month.  We 
have always stressed that we will follow the science when 
making our decisions.  Currently the CDC recommends 
everyone “wear a mask in public indoor settings in areas of 
substantial or high transmission.”  Anchorage is considered an 
area of high transmission.  We want all our members and visitors to feel safe 
and included when worshiping with us.  Therefore, we are suggesting:
• Highly recommend that masks be worn indoors
• Continue social distancing of alternating row seating
• Continue non-contact Sharing of the Peace and pre-sealed communion cups
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Shhhh.... there is a sliver of summer left, BUT the Thanksgiving Blessing 
Planning Committee has already started working on this year’s event.  At 
this time we are anticipating it will be a drive-up event like last year.  The 
committee has ordered 400 turkeys.  (If you remember, we ran out of 
turkeys (300) very early last year!)  Financial contributions for roasting pans, 
dinner rolls and additional turkeys are also greatly appreciated.  Joy 
Lutheran has been asked to collect 300 cans each of carrots and peas.  

Sew for Joy Quilt Group
We are excited to be back together and at our sewing 
machines!  We will meet on Friday, September 17 at 
10:00am in the upper narthex to discuss our meeting plans 
and projects going forward. We have two quilt kits projects 
planned so far.  Please contact Mona Mitton, Nancy 
Daugherty or Debby Bird if you have any questions.

Saturday Morning Work Group
We will gather the third Saturday, September 18 (not our 
usual second Saturday date this month).  We'll start at 
9:00am and go no later than 11:30. 
Everyone is welcome!  No breakfast will be served but the 
coffee will be on.  Masks will be worn for close proximity tasks.  We change 
furnace filters, light bulbs, organize areas within the building, trim lawn and 
landscaping (weather permitting), repair any misc. items needing attention.  
See you there!


