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Welcome to worship at 
Joy Lutheran Church

We are glad you are here, if you come every Sunday or if this is your first time at 
our church or any church at all.  You’re welcome if you know the Bible backwards 
and forwards, or have never really read it, if you know Jesus or are just curious to 
hear what He is all about.

We especially welcome those who could use a prayer right now, or an assurance 
that God loves them, those who are struggling, and those who are doing okay.

Whoever you are, whatever your past or present – God welcomes you as do we!
________________________________________________________________________

LIST OF MITIGATION RULES FOR IN PERSON WORSHIP
1. Wear your face mask.  We have extras if you need one.  Pastor will be more 

than 10 ft away and remove her mask while presiding.
2. Keep 3 empty chairs (i.e. 6 ft.) between you and anyone not in your household 
3. No use of hymnals.
4. Keep your mask on during singing and do not sing boisterously. Studies show 

that singing projects more air than coughing.
5. We will limit the worship service to approximately 35 minutes. The longer 

people share the same air space the greater the chance of spreading germs. 
6. No contact during the passing of the peace. Stay at 6 ft. distances - sharing a 

peace sign, wave, hand over heart, or clasped hands and bow.
7. Offering plates are in stationary positions near entryways to avoid the passing 

of the plate.  Thank you for your offerings! 
8. We ask you to FILL OUT THE SHEET OF PAPER inside your bulletin and 

place it in the offering plate.  
9. As you are dismissed, exit in a staggered rhythm to decrease proximity to one 

another.
10. If you use a bathroom, please clean all touchable surfaces before and after 

usage.  Spray disinfectant and paper towels are available in each bathroom.
11. If you would like to visit after worship, we ask you maintain 6 ft. distances.
12. All coffee and food is suspended at this time. Exception is we will offer 

prepackaged food-to-go for Sunday School students. 
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Introduction
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In 
the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, 
hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the 
lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the 
reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things 
yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may 
be known in our loving words and deeds.

Welcome/Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
C: and also with you.

Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW 855 (v. 1, 3, 5)
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Psalm ! Psalm 95:1-7a
1Come, let us sing to the Lord;
  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
  and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.
3For you, Lord, are a great God,
  and a great ruler above all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
  the heights of the hills are also yours. 
5The sea is yours, for you made it,
  and your hands have molded the dry land.
6Come, let us worship and bow down,
  let us kneel before the Lord our maker.
7aFor the Lord is our God,
  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. 

Reading Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will 
assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-
messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people.
11Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 
12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I 
will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples 
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will 
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts 
of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel 
shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed 
on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring 
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the 
fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at 
all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save 
my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and 
sheep.  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, 
and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
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Gospel Reading Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: 
what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the 
goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that 
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, 
‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 
not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 
sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 
46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Sermon  Pastor Mark Orf

Hymn Lord Listen to Your Children Praying ELW 752 (2x)
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Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
C: And also with you. 
(please exchange Christ's peace with a smile, nod, wave, or other non-contact sign) 

Prayers

Lord's Prayer
Our Father, in heaven, 
       hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
       as we forgive those 
 who sin against us;
Save us from the time of trial
       and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.  Amen. 

Benediction 



L: Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Sending Hymn Soon and Very Soon ELW 439 (v. 1-3)
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Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   
Pianist:

Nancy Wojnowski
Preacher:

Pastor Mark Orf
Reader: Song Leaders:

Mona Mitton 

Flowers are given
by Karen Peterson

Thank You, Pastor Orf
We extend a BIG thank you to Rev. Mark Orf for filling in (without much notice) 
for Pastor Karen today!

Confirmation & Sunday School
Today at 10:15 a.m.
 Preschool - K Family Room off Sanctuary
 1st - 4th Grade Brause Fellowship Hall
 5th - 6th Grade Brause Fellowship Hall
 Confirmation Brause Fellowship Hall

First Sunday in Advent
Next Sunday, Nov. 29th, is the First Sunday in Advent. We will have Advent 
Calendars and Stickers for families with children.  Also we will have advent 
Devotionals made by our Synod that include writers from our Alaska ELCA 
congregations.

Midweek Advent Services
Midweek Advent Services will be offered on Facebook starting Wed. Dec. 2nd. 

Sanctuary Christmas Tree
We are seeking Donations beyond your regular giving toward 
the purchase of a new pre-lit Christmas tree for our sanctuary.  
Please mark your special donations with “Christmas Tree” in 
the memo line of your check or as a “Special Offering” if 
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