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Welcome to worship at
Jog L utheran Church

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, divorced,

married, widowed, or if your relationship status is “Complicatecl.”

We are gla& you are here it you come every 5uncla3 orif thisis your
first time at our church or any church at all. You’re welcome hcgou
know the Bible backwards and forwards, or have never rea”g read it,

hcgou know Jesus or arcjust curious to hear what He is all about.

We welcome you i{:gou have doubts about “organizecl religion” or are
a “cradle Christian.” We welcome liberals, conservatives, moderates,
and undecided. hcgou cheer for the right team, or don’t like sports,

HOU are WCICOmC I‘ICFC.

We esl:)eciallg welcome those who could use a prayer right now, or an
assurance that God loves them, those who are struggling and those

who are doing okag.

W}"IOCVCI" 9OU are, whatevcr \leUF PaSt or PFCSCﬂt — GOCl WCICOIT]CS 9OU

and so do we!

Children are alwaqs welcome here. We are used to thejog?ul sounds
of our youngest sisters and brothers. We do have some activity bags
near the main entrance, to keep restless hands busg. Due to

COVID-19 we discourage use of our l:amilg Room right NOw.
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Introduction

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand
before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge
that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the
words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in
baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

Welcome/Apostolic Greeting

P:
C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all,
and also with you.

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 103 vs 8-13, read responsively)

L:

C:

Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;

you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.

You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.

As far as the east 1s from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.

As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.

All: Let us worship God!



Hﬁmn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ELW 834
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I Im -« mor-tal,. i - vis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-mg, un - hast-ing, and st - lent  as light,
v To all, lte thou  giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry:  thou dwell-est in light;
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in light in - ac - ces - st - ble hid  from our eyes,
nor  want-ing, nor wast - ing, thou ul - est  In might;
n all life thou liv - est, the true life  of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing  their sight:
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most  bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient  of Days.
thy jus - tice like  moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like lecaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der:  oh, help  us to see
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al - might - v, vic - to-nous, thy great name we  praise!

thy  clouds which are foun-tamns  of good - ness and  love.

and  with - er and per - ish,  but naught chang-cth  thee.

s on - ly the splen-dor of light  hid - eth  thee!
Reacﬂmg Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob's death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to
do good and save many lives.

ISRealizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before
he died, !7*Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong
they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. '¥Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said
to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 2°Even though you intended to
do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he
is doing today. 2!So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
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Gospel Reading Matthew 18:21-35

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

2IPeter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”” 22Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. 2*When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him; >>and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and
I will pay you everything.” 2’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him
and forgave him the debt. 2®But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said,
‘Pay what you owe.’ 2 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.” 3°But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. *'When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that
had taken place. **Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 3*And in anger his lord handed
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 3>So my heavenly Father
will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your
heart.”

Message Pastor Karen Sonray
Hymn Steadfast Love Surrounds You by John Yvilsaker

(note: Lyrics will be posted on the online worship service Sunday)

Praﬂers

Benediction

L: Go in Peace - Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.



