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Welcome to worship at 
Joy Lutheran Church

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, divorced, married, 
widowed, or if your relationship status is “complicated.” 

We are glad you are here if you come every Sunday or if this is your first 
time at our church or any church at all.  You’re welcome if you know the 
Bible backwards and forwards, or have never really read it, if you know 
Jesus or are just curious to hear what He is all about.

We welcome you if you have doubts about “organized religion” or are a 
“cradle Christian.”  We welcome liberals, conservatives, moderates, and 
undecided. If you cheer for the right team, or don’t like sports, you are 
welcome here.

We especially welcome those who could use a prayer right now, or an 
assurance that God loves them, those who are struggling, and those who 
are doing okay.

Whoever you are, whatever your past or present – God welcomes you 
and so do we!
____________________________________________________________

Children are always welcome here.   We are used to the joyful sounds of 
our youngest sisters and brothers.  We do have some activity bags near 
the main entrance, to keep restless hands busy. Due to COVID-19 we 
discourage use of our Family Room right now. 

Offering:  Our offering plates are set at the entrance doors of the 
sanctuary.  Thank you for giving of your resources to sustain the 
ministries here at Joy Lutheran Church.
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Introduction
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the 
promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In 
today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those 
who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, 
that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship 
to God, for hope when we are dying.

Welcome and Announcements	  
L:   The Lord be with you!
C:  And also with you!

Confession and Forgiveness
L: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we have sinned against you,
 in thought, word, and deed,
 by what we have done
 and by what we have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart;
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
 For the sake of Jesus Christ
 have mercy on us and forgive us;
 that we may live and serve you in newness of life
 to the glory of your holy Name. Amen.

L: Almighty God have mercy on us,
 forgive us all our sins,
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 through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 strengthen us in all goodness,
 and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
 in eternal life.
C: Amen. 

Apostolic Greeting
L:   The grace of our Lord Christ Jesus, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all,
C:  And also with you.

Kyrie

Cantor:   For broken lives and broken hearts we pray
Cong:     Lord have mercy.
Cantor:   For the unity of your church everywhere we pray
Cong:    Lord have mercy.
Cantor:  That we might know the forgiveness you promise we pray
Cong:    Lord have mercy.
Cantor:   For your parting gift of peace, oh Lord we pray
Cong:    A----men.



3

Prayer of the Day
L:  Let us pray.  O God,
C:  rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world 

and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that 
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen.

First Reading  Numbers 21:4-9
Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and 
grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for 
their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up 
on a pole.

 4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against 
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 
6Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so 
that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by 
speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a 
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 
live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 
serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Hymn of Praise
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Second Reading  Ephesians 2:1-10
While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ 
Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are 
really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives.
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the 
passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature 
children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great 
love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to 
come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we 
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life.

Gospel Reading	 John 3:1-17
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus 
by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." 3Jesus 
answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above." 4Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?" 5Jesus 
answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 
born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.' 
8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 
9Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" 10Jesus answered him, "Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
 11Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and 
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.



 16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.

Sermon	 	 Pastor Karen Sonray

Hymn of the Day Children of the Heavenly Father ELW 781 

Prayers 

Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
C: And also with you. 
 (please exchange Christ's peace with a smile, nod, wave, or other non-contact sign) 

Holy Communion
We celebrate God’s grace and acceptance in the Meal of Holy 
Communion.  You are welcome to join us at the Lord’s Table.  We 
believe that Jesus is truly present with us at this Meal, and his invitation 
to hear his promise of forgiveness and love is for everyone.

We ask you come forward in staggered rhythm.  Please take your pre-filled cup (gluten-
free is marked).  Please also take a Star Word while you are up front.  Return to your seat 
and partake in the communion. 
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Special Music	 Be Not Afraid Roy Corral

Lord's Prayer
Our Father, in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,       
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us;
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.  
 Amen.

Benediction 
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Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   Worship Assistants for Today   
Pianist:

Laura Storrs
Readers:

Karen Peterson
Acolyte:

AbieLiz Lanehart
Song Leader:

Mona Mitton

Closing Hymn Christ be Our Light ELW 715
  (v. 1, 2, 5)

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude


