Your Kids Heart Challenge Helps Kids Like Kaden!

Going to school for the first time is such an exciting milestone that families look forward to.  For Kayden’s family in Highlands Ranch, CO, kindergarten was something they never knew he would be able to do.    

[image: C:\Users\Elizabeth.Tomlin\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\8AC1F15R\1546016_440628299431219_167184745470990292_n (2).jpg]My son, Kaden, was born with a rare, but serious heart defect called Truncus Arteriosus, which left him without a pulmonary artery and a badly damaged aortic valve.  At 6 days old, he went through his first open heart surgery.  Because of the severity of the damage, doctors and surgeons prepped us to say goodbye to our sweet baby.  

However, Kaden was able to survive and fight.  Six months later, his heart failed again and he went through his second and third open heart surgery to replace the aortic valve with a mechanical valve. This was extremely risky, as history showed it has not been done successfully with infants.  Once again, Kaden prevailed and overcame the odds.  
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This year, my son did what so many children do each fall. He had his first day of Kindergarten and last week he celebrated his sixth birthday! 

[bookmark: _GoBack] He is alive today because of the available technology, advances in medicine, and well-trained doctors and surgeons who took a risk on my son.  

To each of you who has raised donations for the Kids Heart Challenge and The American Heart Association – THANK YOU! You are the reason that Kaden and so many other families everywhere are able to celebrate these milestones, memories and special moments together. 

There is still time to help our school raise donations! To get started download the Kids Heart Challenge App or Visit www.heart.org/khc to join our school’s team. 


With Many Thanks,
Lisa Livesay 
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