
Introduction to Second Isaiah 

 

Second Isaiah 

We read, study and pray with Scripture as a couple to encounter God, to allow Scripture 

to correct us and shape our worldview, to see how our marriage and family fit into the 

true story of the world, and because God speaks through men in human fashion, we 

must work to understand what the sacred authors intended and what God wanted to 

manifest through their words. That work deepens our appreciation of the mystery of the 

Incarnation, that is, Scripture is God’s word and man’s word at the same time.  

 

Historical Situation: 

 

559B.C.-539 B.C. saw the rise of the Persian empire. Cyrus II, the king of Persia defeated 

two of the three major powers of the time, Media and Lydia. In 539 B.C he conquered the 

third, Babylon. According to 2 Chronicles 36 and Ezra 1, Cyrus issued an edict in 538 

B.C. that allowed for the slow return of the Jews from Babylon and the rebuilding of the 

Temple. Most scholars think that sometime before this edict an anonymous prophet 

announced that Israel’s long time of punishment was over.  

 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 

received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. Isaiah 40:1-2. 

 

The return to the land was slow and complicated. Many of the exiles remained in Babylon 

and founded a thriving Jewish community there. The refugees return slowly, a little at a 

time. Those who returned faced hardship and resistance from those who had been left in 

the land, especially the Samaritans in the north. Their struggles are recounted in the 

books of Ezra and Nehemiah. Between 520 B.C.-515 B.C. they rebuilt the Temple. 

However, there was no story of the glory of God returning to the Temple.  

 

The Book of Isaiah 

Most Scholars believe that the book of Isaiah is the work of at least two and possibly three 

different authors. Isaiah of Jerusalem who lived at the time of Ahaz and Hezekiah 742-

688 B.C. was the author of Chapters 1-39. Chapters 40-55 seem to be addressed to the 

Jews in Babylon prior to the Edict of Cyrus. In that section are the oracles of consolation 

and the servant songs, (42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12). Chapters 56-66 seem to 

be addressed to the Jews who had returned to Jerusalem and were living there. 

 

In this section we will meditate on the themes of reconciliation, forgiveness, tenderness, 

new creation, new heaven and new earth, a mother’s love, God as our husband, we the 

bride. Vindication after suffering, and great banquets with exquisite food and fine wine. 


