
	
	
		

	

December Gospel Value: Community 
December Catholic Virtue: Generosity 

Flight 4B News and Itinerary 
Week of December 10, 2018 

Week 2 of Advent: Candle of Peace 
 
May the Peace of Christ be with us all. 
May the Peace of Christ live in the hearts 
of all people this Advent. 

	

O God, as light comes from this candle, 
may the blessing of Jesus Christ come to 
us, warming our hearts and brightening 
our way. May Christ our Savior bring life 
into the darkness of this world, and to us, 
as we wait for his coming. 

Dear Lord, 
Through the darkness, I look for your wisdom. 
I want my heart to be open to you. 
But sometimes in these days, it seems that so many 
things come between us. 
 
Help me to be awake and award of the radiance you 
bring into my life. 
Help me to be grateful each day for the blessings of 
family and friends. 
Let me be a peacemaker in my own life, 
and in the world. 
 
Let me pray especially for this difficult world and 
those who are so in need of an end to violence. 
My heart begs for this as my Advent prayer today. 
Amen. 

 

Monday, December 10—pack an afternoon snack (festive, 
if you’d like to surprise your crew member). We will be 
doing a few special activities in the afternoon. 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 12  Gingerbread Houses with our 
Buddies 
 
Thursday, Dec. 13  Our Buddies’ Christmas Concert 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 18  Christmas Concert 6pm  
 
Friday, Dec. 21    School Christmas Mass; Buddy Bingo;  
                             Early Dismissal at noon. 
     Wear festive dress up! 
 
December 24th-January 1st  Christmas Break 
 

Advent Prayer 
Calendar Updates/Reminders 

Dear 4B Families, 
 

The spirit and magic of the season is certainly upon us. I have to say, while we are a little more chatty, now and then, 
with the excitement in the air; I couldn’t be prouder of what I am seeing on our flight! The children and their acts of 
kindness, both with classmates and throughout the school have been heartwarming. They have been giving their all to 
their classwork as well. We had a wonderful science lab this week, which ended up as a cross curricular lesson as they 
made many connections with our reading of “The Toothpaste Millionaire”. Since he was right across the hall, we also 
invited Mr. G in and he, too was impressed with the observations and ideas they were sharing. We are now even more 
excited about Invention Convention and what our crew will produce in inventions!  
 
As we enter this second week of Advent, we continue to keep our preparations of the heart upper most in our 
discussions. I am truly blessed with my crew and what they bring to our classroom every day. We are learning all 
about Advent and the real meaning of the season. We also are talking about family and faith traditions of the Season. 
In the upcoming week the children will be asked to discuss with their families the different family traditions you share 
and why they are special. They will be asked to create a short slide show that highlights these traditions (this will be 
done in school in Google Slides) they can include pictures so they are encouraged to take pictures of things around the 
house, or use pictures from past years to show some of these traditions. These can be uploaded to their Google Drive 
account and then I will be showing them how to insert them. This is not a requirement as they can also use clipart. We 
will be sharing these with the class our last week before break.  
 
Wishing you the peace the season brings when we take time to pause amidst the busyness of this time of year! 
Mrs. B 
 

 



	

Destination: ELA 
We have been working on our compare and contrast skills and this past week took our assessment. This was a little 
different as it wasn’t a short answer or multiple choice; instead the children were given an article about dolphins and 
porpoises and had to apply compare and contrast skills to answer an assortment of questions, as well as create a Venn 
Diagram. We also added analogies as these help us stretch our comparing and contrasting as well. They love these so 
we will make them part of our challenge work as we go forward. 
 
With the excitement of the season, comes many rich learning opportunities and we will be reading and working with 
many skills, both in fiction and nonfiction. We will also be working on writing skills with how-to directions. The 
season lends itself to many cross curricular lessons which makes for a richer challenge and stretching of our brains! 
Our crew loves a challenge and they love to dig in! 
 
Destination: Math 
We are now working with patterns and sequencing. We learning how these patterns and sequences can be interpreted 
to help us create equations for problem solving. With the addition of Chromebooks into the classroom, we are now 
able to have another station for math. This past week, the children were working on independent skills and again, are 
being challenged, while working on skills outside of the scope of our daily lesson. 
 
Destination: Science 
We ventured to the lab last week to work on part of our Engineering Process, preparing us for Invention Convention. 
Our focus was on identifying strengths and weaknesses of designs; and how to make alterations to a design. 
 
We are officially registered for Invention Convention and they have shared the links to current lessons and paperwork. 
I will be sharing these in the upcoming weeks. For those of you, who are not new to Invention Convention, there aren’t 
many changes, but there are a few updates. I will be sending parent letters in the upcoming week so you have an idea 
of the adventure we are about to embark on! 
 
Destination: Religion  
The children are learning about the Advent wreath and how we use it to mark time as we wait for Christmas. We will 
be sharing the signs and symbols of the season and how they connect to Christ. This will be our focus for the month of 
December. It is my hope to share with the children a peaceful season that is focused on Christ and showing that the 
secular symbols and traditions that many of us celebrate have a connection back to our faith. We started with candy 
canes on St. Nicholas Day! We hope to be able to share a tradition from each of our family celebrations. We will 
observe a count down to Christmas through scripture, as well as celebrate Christmas and the Epiphany.  
 
 
 
Destination: Social Studies and Writing (Mrs. Damalas) 
We have started our Opinion Writing piece.  We have talked about “Opinions” and started brainstorming some ideas 
of what we can write about. Parents, please send in a Composition Notebook with your student so we can continue our 
prompt writing at home.  Thank You for your help and support. 
Grammar – In our Sadlier Grammar books we are continuing to work on grammar and sentences. 
Social Studies –  We have been reading and taking notes on Chapter 2.  We have been talking about our 3 branches of 
government. 
 
 

Planned Assessments for the Week: 
Monday: Spelling Pretest (no studying required) 
Thursday: Religion Test 
Friday: Spelling Test; Math (Pattern and Sequence) Test 
	

Now Boarding for our Learning Journey 

Long Term Assessments and Activities 


