
 
 

     
 

 
Dear Saint Rose School Community, 

Let me begin by thanking each of you for the prayerful support you have been giving 
to me as I had my surgery and am now in recovery.  It certainly was more than I ex-
pected; a foot is a very complicated part of our bodies!  I had a six hour operation 
with eight procedures combined into one.  Unfortunately I threw a clot following the 
surgery and had an extended stay in the hospital.  I was transferred to Newtown Re-
hab for 23 days for therapy and healing.  I am now home in the rectory in isolation 
because of the virus that is going around.  Your prayers, your good thoughts, your 
gifts and especially the cards from our students brightened every day, especially 
those days when I could not have visitors.  I read each one with smiles and a tear or 
two! I miss you and pray for you every day. 
 
The campus is very different in the midst of all we are going through.  It is so disori-
enting to see a vacant parking lot from morning to night and to witness Mass without 
anyone in the pews.  The Lord has handed us this cross, and we must carry it as did 
Jesus, not just for our personal sake but for the well-being and good health of one 
another. I pray that each of you are following the guidelines and decisions made by 
our national and state leaders as well as our Holy Father and Bishop Caggiano. We 
were a sterling example to the world during the crisis we experienced in 2012; let us 
be that example once again.  It is all about working together in the things that matter 
the most: faith, family and friends. If we commit ourselves to a common purpose, 
this will simply not just pass but it will pass creating deeper faith, stronger families 
and a caring community. 
 
If you had told me as a priest that the Church would be closed for an extended pe-
riod, especially during the holiest days of the year, I would not have believed you! I 
have come to believe it now that it is happening.  I pray that you will have your own 
Holy Week observances at home so as not to lose the deep meaning of those days 
that gave us the hope of life eternal.  Here are a few suggestions to observe at home: 
 
PALM SUNDAY 
Turn off ALL electronics! 
Cut some branches from a tree local to our area and hold them as if they were a 
palm branch.  
Find your family or student Bible. 
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Read the verses found in Mark 11:1-10.  It recounts the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem 
when the crowds hailed Him as a King. 
Gather the branches and put them in a container on your dining room or kitchen ta-
ble as a reminder throughout the week of these holy days we remember in the  
life of Jesus. 
 
HOLY THURSDAY 
Turn off ALL electronics! 
When you go shopping, pick up some pita bread or matzo and some grape juice or 
wine. 
Before you eat your dinner, read The First Letter to the Corinthians 11: 23-26. 
One of the parents should then pass a piece of the matzo or pita bread and a cup of 
juice or wine to everyone at the table.  Eat them at the same time as a family remem-
bering how Jesus gave His Body and Blood for each of us. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 
If possible gather the family at 3:00 p.m. or at a time that is more manageable for the 
family schedule.  
Turn off ALL electronics! 
Find your Bible and read about the Passion and Death of Jesus; 
        The Gospel of John 18:1 – 42 
Sit for a moment in silence or discuss the Gospel passage. 
Take one of the crosses in your home and pass it one to another to venerate in a  
safe and appropriate way. 
It should be a day of quiet as we recall Jesus’ death. 
 
HOLY SATURDAY 
Gather your family after sunset, when it is dark outside. 
Light a candle and place it in the center of a table.   
Find your Bible and read about the Resurrection of Jesus: 
             The Gospel of Matthew 28:1-10 
If possible give each member of the family a candle which they can one by one light 
from the candle on the table.  As each lights it invite them to share what they are 
most grateful for in their lives. 
Conclude by praying the Our Father for all those who have died from this virus, all 
those who are ill and all those who are ministering and caring for them. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY 
Turn off ALL electronics. 
Before breakfast or dinner on Easter, much as on Thanksgiving, gather the family at 
table.  If it is a beautiful day, perhaps gather outside. 



Find your Bible and read The Gospel of John 20: 19-31. 
This is another perfect opportunity to bring your family closer together.  Ask each 
person to say what they love about the person standing or seated next to them. It 
may just be one word but it may also be a surprise! 
This is a great day for a balloon launch as well…letting go of the balloons and saying 
“ALLELUIA” or “HE IS RISEN” 
 
These are just simple suggestions, but they will help you keep the spirit of these holy 
days alive in your hearts and hopefully renew your faith in the love that God has for 
each of us. Do not let these days pass as just another day.  Keep them as special and 
as holy as they are in our lives of faith. 
 
I want to thank Mr. G for his leadership in these days.  I have spoken to him many 
times, and he is very aware of the burden this has placed on so many.  Believe me, 
his heart is heavy hoping that all will work out for the best. He truly loves the school 
and each member of the school family. Thanks also to Mrs. B for always finding a 
way to lift our spirits and to constantly assure us that all will work out for the best.  
Incredible thanks to our faculty and staff.  When they were studying to become a 
teacher, I am sure there was never a mention of remote learning!  It is a new experi-
ence, but they have committed a great deal of time and energy to make it work to the 
advantage of our students. Very special thanks to our parents for their patience and 
tolerance during these days.  I know myself that it would be a challenge to help stu-
dents with math or science homework from the days when I was a student.  There is 
help available when you reach a level of frustration, so please take advantage of it. It 
is difficult to be at home and away from family and friends, but it is a great time to 
reassess your family life, adjust some personal and family priorities and see more 
clearly the beauty and uniqueness of each member of the family! 
 
My final thanks are to our students.  I miss you the most! I miss your smiles and 
hugs and hello’s!  I miss your enthusiasm and spirit which make each day better and 
happier for me! I am so grateful for your cards and notes.  While I was in the hospi-
tal and nursing home, so many nurses and staff were amazed by the cards, flowers 
and balloons that filled my room..all from you! You made each day a reminder how 
loved we are even in the hardest of times. I thank God every day for each of you and 
pray that He send angels to surround and protect you.  This will be over one day, 
and pray God we will all be the better for it. Please do your best to listen to your par-
ents.  These are very stressful times for them for many reasons.  You can make their 
lives a lot easier if you simply cooperate! Let teachers be your guide and get your 
work done.  Know that they are there for you if you need them.  And, most of all, 
pray for an end to this virus.  Remember those God has called home to Him, those 



who are in hospitals and at home suffering from the effects of this virus and for all 
those who are thee taking care of us and providing for our needs. 
 
No one of us is alone in these days.  Our God is with us!  Be not afraid! 
 
May these days of Holy Week and Easter hold an abundance of blessings for each 
of you!  Know of my prayers, my love and my gratitude for each of you. 
 
Love, 
Monsignor “Fr. Bob” Weiss 


