
A Prayer of Blessing Over Our Class of 2021
as they begin the 100 day countdown to their graduation!

Dear Father, we ask your blessing over our Class of 2021 today and lift them
before you. We thank you so much for these we love and for the work you are

continuing to do in their lives. They are a gift to us and to many others. We ask

that you would keep their footsteps firm and remind them that you are with them,

always. May they sense the freshness of your Spirit over their lives in amazing

ways, may they be strengthened, and instilled with hope, as they experience

these next 100 days.

Amen

Dear St. Rose Families,

As we get ready to leave the month of February and head into March; we go with many happy
memories! Our Catholic Schools Week celebration actually can be called Catholic Schools
MONTH for all the reschedules we were dealt by the weather; but, no one is surprised given
what we have been experiencing for almost a year now! Yet, even that couldn’t break our
Catholic school pride and spirit...the celebrating went on...for weeks!

The final pieces of celebrating our Catholic community came together this week as hundreds of
non-perishable items were delivered to the Faith Food Pantry. Thank you to everyone for their
generous donations! We are also packing up all the items for our school wide service project for
the children assisted by the CT Alliance for Foster and Adoptive Families. We have bags and
boxes filled with so many items and are again, grateful to all, for the kindness in your donations.
Your donations have piled up so much, that Mrs. Santana, who brought this project to us, cannot
fit all the items into her car; but, we have plans to be sure everything is delivered! Your
compassionate and generous response to our request serves as a beacon of light and an example
for our children! We want to give a special shoutout to our own Dr. Condon and Newtown
Family Dentistry...for their generous donation of 144 sets of dental hygiene items, which our 8th
graders packed into individual bags to be distributed to the children served by CAFAF.

Service was at the heart of our efforts in this past month and over 300 cards and letters were sent
out to spread cheer, love, and gratitude around the community; including valentines to the
troops, elderly, and those at Newtown Rehab. In addition, the most creative thank you cards,
complete with hand drawn business logos, are being sent out to our local businesses for staying
open and helping us get through this past year! The children had the most heartwarming
messages of gratitude; showing how much they realize, not only what we are going through, but
also how much everyone has banded together to get through this!

Our sixth and seventh graders created activity bags with how-to craft videos; and our fifth grade
recorded read alouds, all to be distributed by our Newtown Library. Pig Races, dress down days,
Family Feud between 8th grade and the faculty, movie day, and our new tradition of a Spirit
Stroll led by our 8th graders rounded out the weeks of fun and community. We also want to thank



our families for their kind notes, gifts, and treats that made all of us feel appreciated during the
celebration!!
During February, we brought back February Facts; a tradition from the past, where classes
participate in math fact competitions. Since February gave us a hit and miss schedule; we are
going to continue on into March with March Math Madness! Stay tuned for updates and the final
winners!

March is a long month for students and teachers as there is one, lone, early dismissal day! As in
all things we look for the positive and opportunity so we have planned some fun breaks
throughout the weeks to celebrate, safely, all the time we will be together and mix work with fun!

During the IOWA and CogAT testing, we are going to take some afternoon breaks which we will
start with the Knowledge Bowl, moved from Catholic Schools Week to March, and will spend an
afternoon or two enjoying some friendly academic competition!

Next week our Kindergarten, First and Second Graders are going to lead us in a celebration of
Dr. Seuss. It is a week of fostering the love of reading, while honoring the joy that Dr. Seuss
brings to all readers! Teachers will reach out as to plans for their classroom; but here are a few
of the school wide activities we will share:

Monday, March 1 -- In celebration of the story of Daisy-Head Mayzie it’s CRAZY hair or hat
added to your uniform.

Tuesday, March 2 -- Official Dr. Seuss Day to celebrate Theodor Geisel’s birthday, we will dress
down for $2 (to go to the missions) to honor his memory by making a donation that will bring
smiles and joy to others, just as his work has done for many generations!

Wednesday, March 3 -- In celebration of a classic, Fox in Socks, it is fun and crazy sock day.

Thursday, March 4 -- Character Day..is there a favorite Dr. Seuss character or other book
character you identify with; dress up as your favorite book character. Please remember to make
it school appropriate and nothing scary to frighten our youngest learners.

Friday, March 5 -- PJ Day for Kindergarten-Grade 2; and dress down day for grades 3-8 Stay

tuned on updates about International Week and more learning fun for the month of March!

We also continue to keep our after school activities going; please see information regarding
meeting times and don’t miss the flyer on our basketball clinics!

We arrive at the end of the week with sunshine and smiles throughout the hallways and
classrooms. Some highlights include our second graders who packed their snow gear this week
and enjoyed a snowy recess; and our 8th graders arriving at the 100 day countdown to
graduation!
I want to end with recognizing our Class of 2021; while high school decisions are being
finalized; the class joined together on Thursday to celebrate and begin their countdown of the
last 100 calendar days until their graduation! This is a St. Rose tradition that started many years
ago and it was a day filled with joy to be able to see it all unfold, live, once again! It seems so
soon for our 8th graders to receive their diplomas and join the company of over 60 years of St.
Rose alumni; we know that whatever path they take in life they will make their St. Rose family



proud! But, we still have them to ourselves for the next 100 days so we are going to continue our
celebration and countdown together! Visit our Instagram (srsnewtownct) and Facebook Page for
pictures of the celebration and our smiling, soon-to-be graduates!

On Thursday we prayed the blessing, at the top of this letter, over the Class of 2021; when you
have a moment, please pray this blessing for all of them!

Have a wonderful weekend and week ahead! Stay Well!

Warm Regards,
Mrs. B


