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Worship Plan for Sunday, May 18, 2025
Fifth Sunday of Easter


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
GATHERING




Prelude
Welcome/Announcements
[image: ]Reflection - Preparing for Worship                                   										


Please stand.
P: Confession and Forgiveness
All make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you
and your love for the world.
We do not show others the tender compassion
you have shown to us.
We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.
We oppress others,
even though you have set us free again and again.
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives
and guide us again in the way of the cross.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,
God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.
In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven.
You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.



















[image: ]Gathering Song	                  On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand    ELW#437


P: Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.

P: Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.


Please be seated.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
WORD


[bookmark: _Hlk138666642]L: First Reading: Acts 11:1-18
A reading from Acts.
1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.









PSALM: Psalm 148
 1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD | from the heavens;
  praise God | in the heights.
 2 Praise the LORD, | all you angels;
  sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven.
 3 Praise the LORD, | sun and moon;
  sing praise, all you | shining stars.
 4 Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens,
  and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
 5 Let them praise the name | of the LORD,
  who commanded, and they | were created,
 6 who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever,
  giving them a law that shall not | pass away. R
 7 Praise the LORD | from the earth,
  you sea monsters | and all deeps;
 8 fire and hail, | snow and fog,
  tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will;
 9 mountains | and all hills,
  fruit trees | and all cedars;
 10 wild beasts | and all cattle,
  creeping things and | flying birds;
 11 sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,
  princes and all rulers | of the world;
 12 young | men and maidens,
  old and | young together. R
 13 Let them praise the name | of the LORD,
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven.
 14 The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants,
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah! R

SECOND READING: SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6
A reading from Revelation.
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 “See, the home of God is among mortals.
 He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;
 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
 Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
 for the first things have passed away.”
  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
[image: C:\Users\St. Pauls\Desktop\Worship Plans\Tirro\elw_hc8_alleluia.jpeg]Gospel Acclamation

P: Gospel: John 13:31-35
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Children’s Message


Sermon









Please stand.
[image: ]Hymn of the Day	    God We Gather as Your People   ACS#1038


A: Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith to the words of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Please sit or kneel.
[bookmark: _Hlk196211862]A: Prayers of Intercession
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those often overlooked in our communities. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to preservation of wild places (local or regional places may be named). 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in power toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have sufficient resources to live safely and with dignity. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma, experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing illness (especially). Wipe away every tear. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly marginalized because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of systemic oppression, and renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our collective body in this community and beyond. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love (especially Erik, King of Sweden). Guide us by their example, until we join them in your eternal home. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

P: Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also, with you.
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
MEAL



Please be seated.
Offering

Choir – I Love You Lord

Please stand.
[image: A sheet of music with black text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Offertory Hymn


Offertory Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk118188771]    A: Let us pray
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us,
and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.

[image: A sheet of music with notes

Description automatically generated][image: A sheet of music with notes

Description automatically generated]P: The Great Thanksgiving		
[bookmark: _Hlk141776833]
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.


Invitation to Communion
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

Please be seated.
[image: A sheet of music with notes

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Communion Hymns 














Baptized and Set Free    ELW#453
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[image: ]Borning Cry     ELW#732


A: Prayer After Communion
Living One,
in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,
sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life
to a wounded and weary world. 
Amen.



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
SENDING


P: Blessing of the Graduates

[bookmark: _Hlk98849215][bookmark: _Hlk197415103][image: ]Sending Song		          Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!  ELW#380


Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Text: David Lohman, b. 1961
Music: WELCOME BE OUR SONG, David Lohman
Text and music © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © sccured.
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Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956

Music: BA
Text and mu:

PTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
sic © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold.”

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!
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Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763-1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: FRED TIL BOD, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
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Lord, Be Glorified
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in my life, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in our song, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in your church, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in your world, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
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Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952
Music: BE GLORIFIED, Bob Kilpatrick
Text and music © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved.
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On Jordan’s Stormy Bank I Stand
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Text: Samuel Stennett, 1727-1795
Music: PROMISED LAND, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; adapt. Rigdon M. McIntosh, 1836-1899
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