St. Paul Lutheran Church
Church Council
Minutes
June 30, 2025

President Jim Huston called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

Members Present: Pastor Rick Ohsiek, President Jim Huston, Vice President Greg Caldwell, Secretary Carolyn Speck, Treasurer Dee Robertson, Mary Ann King, Ann Munson, Jim Robertson

Members Absent: Dave Dubs, Mike Nowak, Zach Goodsell

1. Opening Devotions
 Pastor Rick Ohsiek led devotions on the theme, “Where have you seen God at work?”

2. Secretary’s Report
Carolyn Speck presented the minutes of the May 19, 2025, Council meeting. Greg Caldwell moved, and Mary Ann King seconded a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion carried.

3. Treasurer’s Report
 Dee Robertson submitted a report on the church’s financial position through May of 2025. 

May 2025
	Income
	Expenditures 
	Net

	$21,329.00
	$18,976.95
	$2,352.05


Year to Date
	Income
	Expenditures 
	Net

	$133,614.25
	$122,469.51
	$11,144.74



Ann Munson moved, and Jim Robertson seconded a motion to approve the report subject to audit. The motion carried. 

4.  Pastor’s Report

Pastor Rick reported that Bishop Kevin Strickland was elected bishop for a second term at the Synod Assembly that he attended at the end of May. Pastor made two shut-in visits and two hospital visits. 

5. Administrative Report
Dee provided a list of July events for our calendars and a list of the Sunday attendance in May and June. She reported that the office telephones are failing and asked for Council permission to purchase new ones. Three new phones will be purchased. Dee will take off Thursdays in July and August.

6. Ministry Team Reports

Carolyn reported for the Worship Ministry Team that the special music replacing the choir anthem is being well received.

Ann reported that the Serving Ministry Team is still requesting food items for the Community Food Connection, with cereal in high demand. Toiletry items are also requested. Pastor Rick suggested that it would be good to estimate the value of all the donations from the congregation for the Community Food Connection. A grand total at the end of the year would be meaningful. The Creative Hands group has completed 15 quilts to be distributed to various organizations.

Greg said that the Supporting Ministry Team has scheduled the painting of the sanctuary for the week of July 21.  So far members of the congregation have contributed at least $7200 toward the cost of that project.

A written report for the Membership and Outreach Ministry Team report was provided by Zach Goodsell. He reported on visits to the church website and entries in the guest book in the Welcome Center. Pastor Rick added that a new member class will be scheduled in the next couple of months.

Dave Dubs submitted a written report for the Faith Formation Ministry Team. Vacation Bible School for the whole family is planned for the weekend of August 1-3 concluding with the church picnic on Sunday (moved from August 10). 

Mary Ann reported for the Fellowship Ministry Team. She said WELCA is working on collecting items for the rummage sale in September. The Men’s Group had 18 men at their last dinner. Four volunteers have already been secured to host dinners for next year.

7.	Old Business
a.	Jim R. is working on the Trunk or Treat event and already has 12 people committed to decorating their cars; he is hoping for 8 more. WELCA ladies are working on a movie, popcorn, face painting, etc. and Mary Ann is doing publicity. Jim is purchasing all the candy with a Thrivent gift card and will arrange for a bounce house. The event will take place on October 25 between 5 and 8 p.m.
b.	The church picnic will take place August 3 to conclude the family VBS. The Men’s Group will take care of preparing the food and WELCA will decorate and provide dessert. Dee will take care of purchasing the food.

8.	New Business

a. Pastor Rick suggested that we use the same project as last year for “God’s Work, Our Hands” in September. The project went so well last year and was a real benefit to the Community Food Connection. There will be a three-prong emphasis: bring contributions of food to church, solicit contributions at the Food City on Sunday afternoon, and clean and arrange food at the pantry itself.
b. Dee asked if we would be able to arrange Faith and Family dinners for the fall. A notice will be included in the SPEN to solicit someone to take charge of one date. If no volunteers come forward, the event will not take place.
c. A suggestion was made that WELCA schedule Bingo nights twice a month. Greg provided a summary of Tennessee law which limits the events to once a year and only for charitable purposes. An application form is required and a report of funds collected and expended. Rather than making this a church event, Council suggests that those who are interested meet in their homes.
d. Dee reported that there are a number of chairs in storage that haven’t been used for years. Greg volunteered to take care of selling them.
e. A member has come forward suggesting that more security is needed at the church because of the possibility of retaliation from Iran. A number of years ago St. Paul had an extensive security plan and Council discussed whether to implement that again. Law enforcement has suggested that Jewish places of worship may be targeted. Jim H. reminded the group that we do have panic alarms and suggested that the congregation be informed again about what to do in an emergency. Council will monitor the situation but agreed that no further action is warranted at this time.

The next meeting of the Council is scheduled for August 18, 2025.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, 
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