St. Paul Lutheran Church
Church Council
Minutes
May 19, 2025

President Jim Huston called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

Members Present: Pastor Rick Ohsiek, President Jim Huston, Vice President Greg Caldwell, Secretary Carolyn Speck, Treasurer Dee Robertson, Dave Dubs, Mary Ann King, Ann Munson, Mike Nowak, Jim Robertson, Zach Goodsell

1. Opening Devotions
 Pastor Rick Ohsiek led devotions on the theme, “Where have you seen God at work?”

2. Secretary’s Report
Carolyn Speck presented the minutes of the April 21, 2025, and May 5, 2025, Council meetings. Mary Ann King moved, and Mike Nowak seconded a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion carried.

3. Treasurer’s Report
 Dee Robertson submitted a report on the church’s financial position through April of 2025. 

April 2025
	Income
	Expenditures 
	Net

	$28,094.25
	$25,972.66
	$2,121.59


Year to Date
	Income
	Expenditures 
	Net

	$112,285.25
	$103,492.56
	$8,792.69



Ann Munson moved, and Greg Caldwell seconded a motion to approve the report subject to audit. The motion carried. 

4.  Pastor’s Report

Pastor Rick noted that several people had made requests to become members of St. Paul. Zach Goodsell moved, and Ann seconded a motion to receive into membership the following: Lance Harm, Brian and Carrie Tedford and Lloyd Lemaster. The motion carried. Five people from St. Paul attended the Come to the Water banquet on April 25. The goal of this event is to raise money to send 100 youth from our area to camp this summer. Pastor made five shut-in visits and two hospital visits. 

5. Administrative Report
Dee provided a list of April events for our calendars and a list of the Sunday attendance in April and May. She compiled the Time and Talent forms and gave pertinent information to ministry team leaders so that new volunteers can be incorporated into our ministries. For the fifth Sunday in June, Council agreed to designate the “noisy offering” to disaster relief in Kentucky, which has been hit by multiple floods and tornadoes.

6. Ministry Team Reports

Carolyn reported for the Worship Ministry Team that a new worship assistants list is being prepared for June and July. Six new volunteer ushers, four new lectors, and one new Altar Guild assistant have been added to that schedule because of the Time and Talent forms.

Ann reported that the Serving Ministry Team is still requesting food items for the Community Food Connection, with cereal in high demand. Pastor Rick visited the new Family Promise shelter service site and said they will soon be needing volunteers to provide meals and to serve as overnight hosts.

Greg said that the Supporting Ministry Team took care of the panic alarm that wasn’t working. Plans are progressing to repaint the church, with the sanctuary a priority. If the work is done during the “slow months” in the winter, the church could receive a 10% discount on labor. Jim H. spoke in favor of having the work in the sanctuary done sooner. An increase in the cost of paint could erase any labor discount. Greg said he would find out if the company that bid on the job would be able to do it earlier. He would also find out if they could still complete the task in five days. The estimate for the sanctuary is $10,288. There is $6,000 included in the Property Group’s budget. Greg moved that Council authorize the Supporting Ministry team to use up to $4,288 from the Capital Reserve and to solicit donations from the congregation. Mike seconded the motion, and it carried. Greg noted that Phase 2 of the project is having the rest of the church painted. That $9,000 cost would be included in the 2026 budget planning. 

Mike noted for the Fellowship Ministry Team that 46 people signed up for the SPAM picnic and that the WELCA Spring Fling was well received. The Men’s Group is holding another dinner, this time at the home of Tom Werkema. The annual church picnic will be held August 10.

The Membership and Outreach Ministry Team report was provided by Zach. He reported on visits to the church website and made a suggestion that he had seen at another church. He suggested giving families in Maryville a change to sign up for an Easter egg hunt at their own house, with 12 eggs hidden by St. Paul members. One would be empty as a reminder of Jesus’ empty tomb. This suggestion was received with enthusiasm

Dave reported that the Faith Formation Ministry Team is working on a Vacation Bible School program for the weekend of August 1-3 for the whole congregation. A new teacher for the children is needed by fall.

7.	Old Business
a.	Jim Robertson will coordinate with the Men’s Group to hold a Trunk or Treat event near Halloween.
b.	A number of handicapped parking places have been added in the parking lot. We exceed the number of spaces usually required. It was suggested that able-bodied people be reminded to park a little further away to save the closer spots for people with mobility issues.
8. New Business

a. [bookmark: _Hlk185278032]The church picnic will take place August 10. The Men’s Group will take care of the food and WELCA will decorate.
b. Jim H. said he has been approached by several people asking about reinstating a second service on Sunday morning. Prior to the pandemic, St. Paul had services at 
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  Capacity of our sanctuary is 325 and attendance has been averaging about 130. Pastor Rick said he would suggest considering a second service when we consistently had 170-180 in attendance every week. This would require more volunteers to serve as worship assistants and there would need to be discussion on the best time for those services.
c. Mike suggested several ways would make St. Paul more visible: bumper stickers for our cars, lawn signs about the Easter or Christmas services, and perhaps a “bring a friend” Sunday.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, 
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Carolyn Speck, Secretary
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