[image: ]Worship Plan for Sunday, April 12, 2026
Second Sunday of Easter



The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING
Welcome & Announcements
Prelude
Reflection – Preparing for Worship

[image: ]
	
Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.


God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[image: ]Gathering Song	Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 	ELW 367
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.


[image: ]Canticle of Praise 


PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

WORD
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
A reading from Acts.
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me,
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
  moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
  or let your Holy One experience corruption.
 28 You have made known to me the ways of life;
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 16
 1 Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”
 2 All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
  upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
 3 But those who run after | other gods
  shall have their troubles | multiplied.
 4 I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,
  never take their names up- | on my lips. R
 5 O LORD, you are my portion | and my cup;
  it is you who up- | hold my lot.
 6 My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
  indeed, I have a | rich inheritance.
 7 I will bless the LORD who | gives me counsel;
  my heart teaches me night | after night.
 8 I have set the LORD al- | ways before me;
  because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken. R
 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;
  my body also shall | rest in hope.
 10 For you will not abandon me | to the grave,
  nor let your holy one | see the pit.
 11 You will show me the | path of life;
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. R

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9
A reading from 1 Peter.
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
The word of the Lord.
[image: ]Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Children’s Message 

Sermon


Hymn of the Day 	Touch That Soothes and Heals	ACS 939
[image: ]	See My Hands and Feet



Nicene Creed
A: Let us profess our faith to the words of the Nicene creed
[bookmark: _Hlk195619304]We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their nations. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way (especially). Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious presence. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

Peace
	The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.


MEALGod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


Choral Anthem – Because He Lives!
	 
  
  Please stand.	
[image: ]Offertory Hymn	Give Thanks
Offering Prayer
Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.
      


[image: C:\Users\St. Pauls\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\ELW Setting Four Holy (Melody).tif][image: ][image: ]Great Thanksgiving


[image: ][image: ]Eucharistic Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

Communion
[image: ]















[bookmark: _Hlk131413196][image: ]Communion Songs 	The Peace of the Lord	ELW 646 


[image: ]	When it Seems the Day Will End 	ACS 1034

Prayer after Communion
Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

SENDINGGod blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 


Blessing
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

[image: ]Sending Song 	Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises 	ELW 535

Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for  us. Give thanks!

Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © sccured.

Duplication in any form prohibited withoul permission or valid license (rom copyright administrator.
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Easter 2

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is our duty and our joy to give you thanks and praise,
Lord God of heaven and earth,
because you are continually renewing your work of creation
and transforming it to show your glory through resurrection.
With your touch you formed us from the dust of the earth.
You raised your people from slavery in Egypt;
you bound them to you through your covenant on Sinai;
and you made yourself known to them in exile and the Promised Land.
In the cross of Jesus you take into yourself the scars of our sin,
and in his resurrected body you invite us to touch the wounds of your love.
And so we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending praise.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed s e who contes in Hie name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Forgiving God, your Son's disciples cowered behind locked doors;
and yet in him you visited them on the evening of resurrection
and breathed on them the Spirit of peace.
Breathe that Holy Spirit upon us now,
that your church may know the power of your forgiveness
and these gifts of bread and wine may be for us
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,

158 & EASTER

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me””
After supperhe took the tup.
Again he gave you (hanks, and gave it to Hig disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of ;ins
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me” .

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again,

Lord and God, intimate savior of our lives
and cosmic ruler of the universe,
in Jesus you are the substance of things hoped for
anidd the knowledge of things whseen.
Visit any who struggle under the shadow of doubt;
minister among all who suffer beneath the claims of oppressive rule;
resurrect your children, your church, and your earth. ‘
Bless those who have not seen and yet believe, |
and shape your wounded body the church
foJet the world see you through tescars,
Lift every valce to sitigyour Baster glory,
until the day when all stand before your throne,
in eternal communion with one another and with you,
evet ane God, Father, Son, and Holy Spivit. Anven.

Easter2 & 159
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Easter 2

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Ttis our duty and our joy to give you thanks and praise,
Lord God of hieaven andearth,
because you are continually renewing your work of creation
and transforniing it o ghow your glory frough resurrection.
With your touch you formed us from the dust of the earth.
You raised your people from slavery in Egypt;
you bound them to you through your covenant on Sinai;
and you made yourself known to them in exile and the Promised Land.
In the cross of Jesus you take into yourself the scars of our sin,
and in his resurrected body you invite us to touch the wounds of your love.
And so we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending praise.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is ho who conies fir the nanre of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Forgiving God, your Son’ disciples cowered behind locked doors;
and yet in him you visited them on the evening of resurrection
and breathed on them the Spirit of peace.
Breathe that Holy Spirit upon us now,
that your church may know the power of your forgiveness
ared these gifts of bread and wine may be for us
the Body and blood of your Sen Jesus Christy
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,

158 & EASTER

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me””
After supper he took the bup.
Againhe gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me” ‘

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Lord and God, intimate savior of our lives
and cosmic ruler of the universe,
in Jesus you are the substance of things hoped for
and the knowledge of things unseen.
Visit any who struggle under the shadow of doubt;
minister among all who suffer beneath the claims of oppressive rule;
tesurrect your childven, your chorch, and your exeih, )
Bless those who have not seen and yet believe,
and shape your wounded body the church
to let the world see you through its scars.
Lift every voice to sing your Easter glory,
until the day when all stand before your throne,
in eternal communion with one another and with you,
ever one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Easter2 & 159
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Easter 2

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is our duty and our joy to give you thanks and praise,
Ted God of heaven and varth,
because you are continually renewing your work of creation
and transforming it to show your glory through resurrection.
With your touch you formed us from the dust of the earth.
You raised your people from slavery in Egypts
you bound them to you through your covenant on Sinai;
and you made yourself known to them in exile and the Promised Land.
In the cross of Jesus you take into yourself the scars of our sin,
and in his resurrected body you invite s to touch the wounds of your love.
And so we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending praise.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is hewho cotites fii thename of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Forgiving God, your Son’s disciples cowered behind locked doors;
and yet in him you visited them on the evening of resurrection
and breathed on them the Spirit of peace.
Breathe that Holy Spirit upon us now,
that your church may know the power of your forgiveness
audl (hese gifts of bread and wine may be Tor vy
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,

158 & EASTER

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me””
| After supper b took the tup,
A{gain he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of ;ins
Do thits, ws oftett s you deinke e, dn remembrance oF me? '

Great is the mystery of faith.
| Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Lord and God, intimate savior of our lives
and cosmic ruler of the universe,
in Jesus you are the substance of things hoped for
and the knivwledge of things unseen.
Visit any who struggle under the shadow of doubt;
§ minister among all who suffer beneath the claims of oppressive rule;
tesutreel your children, your-church, sid your earth,
Bless those who have not seen and yet believe,
and shape your wotinded body the church
to let the world see you through its scars.
Lift every voice to sing your Easter glory,
until the day when all stand before your throne,
¢ in eternal communion with one another and with you,
ever one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirt, Anven.

Easter 2
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The Peace of the Lord
La paz del Serior
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2 La paz del Sefior, la paz del Sefior,
la paz del Resucitado:
se hace presente_ahora y aqui
apréstate a recibirla;
se hace presente ahoray aqui
apréstate_a recibirla.

Text: Anders Ruuth; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: LA PAZ DEL SENOR, Anders Ruuth

3 La paz del Sefior, la paz del Sefior,
la paz del Resucitado:
no puede vivir encerrada_en sf,
apréstate_a compartirla;
no puede vivir encerrada_en sf,
apréstate_a compartirla.

Spanish text and tune © Anders Ruuth, admin. Augsburg Fortress. English text © Lutheran World Federation.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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When it Seems the Day Will End
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joy and weep-ing, joy and weep-ing,

Text: Justin Rimbo, b. 1980

Music: HUMBLE WALK, Justin Rimbo
Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

in your call-ing.

in your call - ing.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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0N u Refrain— sung twice each time

Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises
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1 Christ the Lord to us said: I am wine, I am bread,
2 Now he sends us all out, strong in  faith, free of doubt,
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Repeat stanza, then sing refrain
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I am wine, I am bread, give to all who thirst and hun - ger.
strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joy - ful gos - pel.
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Text: South African; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: HALELUYA! PELO TSA RONA, South African; arr. Freedom Is Coming
English text and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.
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If We Live
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If we live, we live to the Lord. If we
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wheth -er we die, we are the Lord’s.

Text: Rolf Vegdahl, b. 1955, based on Romans 14:8, Psalm 103
Music: IF WE LIVE, Rolf Vegdahl
Music © 2009, 2016 Augsburg Fortress
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Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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1 Now all the vault of heav’'n re - sounds
2 E - ter - nal is the gift he brings,
3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with daunt - less love;
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here: “Christ has tri - umphed! He s liv - ing!”
strife. ~ “Christ has tri - umphed! He s liv - ing!”
say: “Christ has tri - umphed! He s liv - ing!”
God, all  the glo - 1y, nev - er end - ing!
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - 1a!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.





image4.png
Refrain
Assisting minister
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Touch That Soothes and Heals

See My Hands and Feet
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1 Touch that soothes and heals the hurt - ing, hands that
2 Feed the hun - gry, clothe the na - ked, vis - it
3 Love and serve with - out dis - tinc - tion all earth’s
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ones I died to save.”

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: CIVILITY, Gregg DeMey, b. 1972

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 2008 Re:Create Music, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources
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