To: Prime Minister Carney pm@pm.gc.ca; Minister of Foreign Affairs Anita.Anand@international.gc.ca; and your MP
Subject: Canada, speak up to stop illegal settlements and settler violence in the Bethlehem area
On the edge of Beit Sahour (known as the Shepherd’s Field) in the Bethlehem area of the West Bank, a new illegal Israeli settlement outpost is being built. This settlement will divide the community in two and bring fear and disruption to the whole Bethlehem area. Israel’s construction equipment is in a site the town had planned for a children’s hospital, cultural centre and public spaces. The peaceful Palestinian families nearby who have lived there for generations are afraid of violence and of losing their homes and land. Dr. Elias Saheed, mayor of Beit Sahour, has issued an urgent appeal to the international community to stop Israel's dramatic expansion of illegal settlements and settler violence through the West Bank.
Israeli settlement construction has surged across the occupied West Bank since Netanyahu’s current government took power at the end of 2022. The UN has repeatedly affirmed that Israeli settlements in occupied Palestinian territories are illegal under international law. On July 19, 2024, the International Court of Justice declared Israel’s long occupation of Palestinian land “illegal” and demanded evacuation of all settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 
Every December, Canadians and churches sing about Bethlehem without knowing that many families in the Bethlehem area are struggling to stay on their land. Pilgrims visit the Shepherds’ Field without asking what is happening to the people who have cared for it for generations. Too many Canadians and Christians around the world stay silent about the suffering of Palestinian Christians whose lives and homes are threatened. Palestinian Christians feel abandoned. 
All peoples living in the Holy Land deserve peace, justice and a life of dignity without fear.
Canada must speak up for international law and human rights!
It is urgent that Canada do all in our power – before it is too late - to stop these illegal acts of violence and dispossession supported by the state of Israel’s government and military.  
As Canadians we must do what we can to protect the people of Bethlehem and throughout the West Bank from losing their land, livelihood, and lives because of illegal settlements and violent settlers. 
Please take action now: urge Israel to stop building settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories! 
Please let me know what you are doing for justice and peace for Bethlehem and the Palestinian people. 
Sincerely, 

