
Obituary 
Sunrise: September 12, 1932  Sunset: April 1, 2021 

 

Charlie Murphy, Jr., age 88, departed this life and entered the Church Triumphant at 2:30 
PM, on Thursday, April 1, 2021, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, after losing a battle to acute 
decompensated heart failure. 
 

Charlie was born on September 12, 1932, in Whiteville, Tennessee, the son of Charlie 
Murphy and Ada Lee Neely. He attended elementary and high school in Whiteville, 
Tennessee. He eventually graduated from the Milwaukee Public Schools with a General 
Education Degree in 1979. 
 

Charlie enlisted into the United States Army in 1952.  He served for two-years during the 
Korean War, where he helped to build roads and drove trucks. He became an assistant 
motor sergeant and later the jeep driver for the company commander. He was honorably 
discharged in 1954. 
 

Charlie moved to Detroit, Michigan in 1954, where he met and married his wife, Betty Faye 
(Pierce) Murphy. He and Betty were married on January 14, 1955. Together, they had 
eleven (11) children, as Betty accepted and loved a child from Charlie’s previous 
relationship as her own. He and Betty moved from Detroit, Michigan to Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin in 1961, when his job with RW Construction Company relocated.  
 

Charlie worked for RW Construction Company from 1958 to 1974, where he worked in underground mines that laid the 
groundwork for city and town sewage systems. When RW Construction Company relocated a second time, rather than move 
his family again, he decided to stay in Milwaukee, WI. At that time, he became a janitor for Findley Adhesives. He later became 
a chemical operator and was eventually promoted to manager of Plant 5. After 20 years of dedicated service, he retired from 
Finley Adhesives in 1994. After retiring, he focused full-time on his passion for fixing cars. While he never acquired any 
certifications, he served as an auto mechanic, doing everything from changing brakes, shocks, and oil to working under the 
hood resolving all sorts of mechanical problems, until cars became highly computerized. Instead of giving up working on cars 
altogether, he pivoted and became a self-educated auto body mechanic, repairing damaged vehicles by cutting off old parts, 
connecting new parts to the car, filling holes, repairing scratches, dents and dings, painting and buffing to make the car look 
as good as new. Because he did excellent work, charged reasonable prices, and was highly recommended by his clients, he 
was never without an automobile on which to work. After repairing cars full-time for 23 years, he closed his home garage to 
any further business at age 85, due to health reasons.  
 

Charlie confessed his faith in Christ at King Solomon Missionary Baptist Church in 1966, where he became a member, was 
baptized, and served as a deacon. He and Betty later became members of the International Deliverance Center (COGIC) in 1969, 
where he served as an elder and the assistant to the pastor.  He and Betty later became members of Christian Faith Fellowship 
Church in 1992, where he served as an elder and a member of the Marriage Counseling Ministry Team, along with his wife, 
Betty. 
 

 Charlie leaves to cherish many loving memories, his sons, Randolph Carnell (Susan) Reynolds, of Lawrenceville, GA; Danny 
Carl (Judith) Murphy, of Columbia, SC; Christopher (Patricia) Murphy, of Winter Garden, FL; Anthony Charles Murphy, of 
Milwaukee, WI; Charlie Murphy, III, of Milwaukee, WI; and Willie Orlando (Angelia) Murphy, of Milwaukee, WI; and his four 
daughters, Carolyn Murphy, of Milwaukee, WI; Marilyn Murphy-Anderson, of Milwaukee, WI; Linda Marie (Tracy) Simon, of 
Sanford, FL; and Virda Faye Murphy, of Milwaukee, WI; several grandchildren and great-grandchildren; a sister, Emma Rea 
Saine (Glenn) Stevenson, of Kennesaw, GA; a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.  
 

Charlie was preceded in death by his loving and devoted wife, Betty Faye (Pierce) Murphy; his daughter, Vanessa Nicole 
Murphy, who died at birth; his daughter-in-law, Celisa Ann Gibson (Anthony) Murphy; his great-grandson, Marquel Blount; his 
parents, Charlie (Lizzie) Murphy and Ada Lee Neely (Albert) Saine; his three sisters, Odie B. Murphy (Rivers) Perry, Beulah 
Saine (Robert) Colston, and Alma Jean Saine (Ronald) Burke; his two brothers, Timothy Aaron Saine and Joe Clifford Saine. 
 

The family would like to thank Northwest Funeral Chapel, Inc. for their end-of-life services. They would also like to express their 
heart-felt thanks to Charlie Murphy, III, who faithfully served as the primary caregiver for both of our parents from the onset of 
their illnesses up until their deaths. Additionally, in lieu of flowers, the family prefers donations to be made in Charlie’s honor 
to the International Deliverance Center (COGIC), 4338 W. North Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53208. 


