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INTERNATIONAL
PRONOUNS DAY

e The use of singular "they" traces back
to 1375! It was used to refer to an
unnamed person in the medieval
romance William and the Werewolf.

e The pronoun singular "you" used to
be a plural pronoun. Singular you
replaced thou, thee, and thy in the
seventeenth century.

In 2019, Merriam-Webster added a new
definition of the word “they” to its dictionary,
declaring the pronoun may be used to refer
to a “single person whose gender identity is

nonbinary.”

(Ex): Archie spent all their money on candly.
Archie is eating so much candy that they are sick.
Archie has learned nothing and they will continue to
eat too much candy.

What's wrong with them?!

- A Quick and Easy Guide to They/Them Pronouns

IMPORTANCE

For many Trans/Gender Non-Conforming
folks, being misgendered is exhausting
and can have a negative impact. Using the
correct pronouns for an individual shows
a standard level of respect.

Think about it - If your friend Jennifer comes up to
you one day and says, "Please call me Jenny from
now on." Would you refuse?

DOs DON'Ts

e Pronouns are not a
preference, don't refer to
them as such

e Avoid making a big deal out of

¢ If you don't know a person's
pronouns, ask!
* Remember, practice makes

perfect _ :

* Add pronouns to your email TEElES - polagze 4
signature moveon

* Introduce yourself with your = Do refusehto ushe sorr;leone >
pronouns pronouns when they tell you

¢ Do not assume someone's
pronouns

e Don't correlate pronouns with
identity - anyone can use any
pronoun

¢ |f you make a mistake, correct
yourself and move on!

* Use inclusive language for
groups: folks, everyone,
guests, y'all



