
Privatization to Solve the Small System Problem​: Private water companies recently made the 
following statement: “The ​Problem​: rural water districts can struggle to afford to fund operations and 
maintenance of their water systems… The ​Solution: ​small water systems can ‘partner’ with neighboring 
water systems that serve larger communities (​National Association of Water Companies​, last week).” 
Private companies are using this reasoning to promote new federal legislation, “The Voluntary Water 
Partnership for Distressed Communities (VWPDC) Act of 2019,” drafted by Senator Tammy Duckworth 
(D-IL) that would provide certain preferences to their definition of partnerships. 

http://www.waterprocommunity.org/
http://ruralwater.org/rwpa.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/LCRproposal
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ag9RPjxAZtCaNncKbp4DYJFHdH1ro48Yi36BkWXZl7s/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wrcbtv.com/story/41156417/tennessee-american-water-reports-196-water-main-breaks-so-far-this-year
https://wgntv.com/2019/08/19/state-sues-aqua-illinois-over-university-park-lead-contamination/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/10/09/politics/elizabeth-warren-environmental-justice-plan/index.html
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/small-systems-monthly-webinar-series
https://www.grandforksherald.com/news/government-and-politics/4710629-In-North-Dakota-visit-EPA-chief-vows-new-Waters-of-the-US-definition-to-stand-the-test-of-time
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The National Rural Water Association​ ​is the country’s largest public drinking water and sanitation supply organization with over 30,000 
members.  Safe drinking water and sanitation are generally recognized as the most essential public health, public welfare, and civic necessities. 
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