
EPA Releases NEW Lead and Copper Rule (LCR): The  new LCR was announced on Thursday and 
according to EPA, the proposed rule “significantly improves the actions that water systems must take to 
reduce lead in the nation’s drinking water… By improving protocols for identifying lead, expanding 
sampling, and strengthening treatment requirements, our proposal would ensure that more water 
systems proactively take actions to prevent lead exposure, especially in schools, child care facilities, and 
the most at-risk communities.”  EPA’s proposal does not change the existing action level of 15 ppb.  EPA 
is proposing for the first time a new lead trigger level of 10 ppb, which would compel water systems to 
identify actions that would reduce lead levels in drinking water.  EPA included special provisions for small 
systems that exceed the trigger and action levels with additional flexibility with respect to treatment and 
LSL replacement actions.  This will allow smaller systems to protect public health by taking the action 
that makes sense for their community.  The proposal focuses on six key areas.  Under the proposal, a 
community water system would be required to take new actions, including: (1) a publicly-available 
inventory of LSL, (2) corrosion control treatment, (3) replacing lead service lines, (4) new sampling 
procedures, (5) notifying customers within 24 hours of certain samples, and (6) requiring water systems 
to take drinking water samples from the schools and child care facilities. 

http://www.waterprocommunity.org/
http://ruralwater.org/rwpa.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/LCRproposal
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ag9RPjxAZtCaNncKbp4DYJFHdH1ro48Yi36BkWXZl7s/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wrcbtv.com/story/41156417/tennessee-american-water-reports-196-water-main-breaks-so-far-this-year
https://wgntv.com/2019/08/19/state-sues-aqua-illinois-over-university-park-lead-contamination/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/10/09/politics/elizabeth-warren-environmental-justice-plan/index.html
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/small-systems-monthly-webinar-series
https://www.grandforksherald.com/news/government-and-politics/4710629-In-North-Dakota-visit-EPA-chief-vows-new-Waters-of-the-US-definition-to-stand-the-test-of-time
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The National Rural Water Association is the country’s largest public drinking water and sanitation supply organization with over 30,000 
members.  Safe drinking water and sanitation are generally recognized as the most essential public health, public welfare, and civic necessities. 
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