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May 26, 2020 
 
Dear Ones: 
 
I am hoping this finds all of you well. It has been an incredibly short year that we have 
spent together, made all the more so by COVID-19 and the restrictions placed upon all 
of us. 
      
One great discovery that I think we have all made was that the connections between the 
members and friends of the First Unitarian Society of Westchester were not bound by 
the building at 25 Old Jackson Avenue. You have a long history, and your commitment 
to and love for each other means great things for your future. 
 
It is with great sadness that I realize that the last homily that I will deliver at FUSW will 
be at the Flower Communion on June 7. I am sorry that physical distancing has made it 
impossible to have the "goodbye" I would have loved to have had with you, one that 
would have included lots of hugs and laughter, and plenty of those great snacks some 
of you make! But some things are not meant to be, no matter how much we might want 
them.  
 
As I prepare to leave you, I am reminded that departures in ministry are difficult for 
everyone. My contract ends on July 31, 2020, and as is standard practice among UU 
ministers, there will be a period of time after that in which I will have no contact with any 
of you. That will mean not initiating or responding to emails, telephone calls, or 
Facebook friend requests or messages. This is usually for two years, but it could be 
more or less depending upon the length of the contract of your next minister.    
 
In spite of this, know that you will always be a part of my ministry and that I love you all.   
 
My prayers will be with you always. 
 
In peace and love, 
      
Viola Abbitt 
Your Minister 
 
 
 




