
FIRST UNITARIAN SOCIETY  o f WESTCHESTER 25 Old Jackson Avenue 
A member of the Unitarian Universalist Association Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706-3227 

914-478-2710 • fusw.org

Dear Friends, 
Although the summer season may not end for a few more weeks, the practical summer 
season is over, and we’re off to another new year at FUSW. To say that I am excited 
would be an understatement; I am looking forward to this year with great enthusiasm.  
But first let me say goodbye to our season of summer services, which, as those 
fortunate enough to partake of them can testify, were of a high quality this year. I wish I 
could have been to all of them, but the six or seven I attended were enlightening, 
uplifting, informative and imaginative – everything a Sunday session should be. Thank 
you to all who led one of the services, and a special thank you to Sue and Steve Pilko 
for stepping up and coordinating the whole experience.  
Let me now turn and extend a hearty and heartfelt welcome to Viola Abbitt, Minister, 
who will be in the pulpit this Sunday to begin her year with us as our minister. (To recap, 
with Rev. Peggy Clarke having moved on to new pastures, the congregation here is in 
the process of assessing our needs so that we can determine how to best proceed 
along the path of engaging a called minister. If all goes according to plans, this should 
be a three-year process, and Viola will be with us for the first year; an interim minister 
will serve during the remaining two years of the process.) Viola Abbitt possesses a 
warmth and passion that, combined with knowledge and practicality, made her the 
leading candidate of this search.  
Viola is being engaged on a part-time basis. We have entered into an arrangement with 
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie, which was also looking for a 
part-time contract minister, to offer the equivalent of a full-time position. The two 
congregations will share Viola’s services equitably. All of this has been worked out 
through the tireless work of various committees, especially the Ministerial Search 
Committee. (Let me give special recognition as well to Treasurer Susan Greenberg, 
who gave up much of her vacation to perform miracles on various contracts and 
documents necessary to make it possible for Viola to start with us on time.)  
During the summer the Board has been busy as well, seeing to numerous details 
involved with the arrival of a new minister. The Transitions Steering Committee 
accomplished an astonishing amount of work in precious little time to see that our new 
year could begin without a hitch. In addition, the Pulpit Committee and the Program 
Group captains (led by Betsy Kates) have been hard at work to make sure that there will 
be speakers on those Sundays when Viola is not with us. 
Finally, and certainly not least, the RE Transition Committee has worked long and hard 
to develop a Children’s Program that takes into consideration the challenges facing us 
as we start to re-grow our RE department. There’s a lot of work to be done here, but this 



committee will be providing entertaining, informative, fun programs that should appeal to 
children of many different ages.  
Lastly, a huge thank you to Rina Schunk, our new Administrator, who really jumped 
right in with both feet and has, in a very short while, become truly invaluable. By the 
time I think of something to inquire about, Rina usually has already done it.  
I’ve gone on long enough, but I do want to just say that, working with my marvelous 
colleagues on the Board and seeing the incredible work being done by members of this 
congregation, I am reminded again of what a very special place FUSW is. And that is 
because of the people here. Yes, there are challenges ahead in the next few years, but 
the thoughtful, determined, and insightful members of this congregation will meet them 
head on.  
Thank you and welcome to the new year. 
 
Craig Butler 
Board President 


