
 
 
 
Play for P.I.N.K. ® (Prevention, Immediate diagnosis, New technology, Knowledge), or PFP, was started in 
1990 by a group of women who were saddened when one of their friends was diagnosed with breast 
cancer.  The frightening news galvanized them to do something for her, for themselves, and for all 
women and men affected by the disease.  One of the founders suggested a golf tournament: she knew 
how to run one, so why not?  The decision was made that all money raised must go to breast cancer 
research. 

 
In 1996, due to the increased interest and the desire to reach more people, the organization decided to 
change the tournament format and reached out to individual country clubs throughout the tri-state area: 
New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut.  In the first year, PFP held golf tournaments at 6 clubs and raised 
an impressive $77,000 for breast cancer research.  Since then, the program has grown to nearly 300 
participating clubs across 30 states with an estimated 30,000 annual participants. 

 
In December 2018, Play for P.I.N.K. presented its sole beneficiary, the Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation (BCRF), with a check for $4,750,000, bringing its total contribution to over $57 million.  
Thanks to underwriting from The Estée Lauder Companies’ Breast Cancer Campaign, PFP donates 100% 
of all proceeds to BCRF.  The Estée Lauder Companies are also very generous supporters of the program 
through their in-kind donation of products to the tournaments. 
 
PFP is currently funding 19 breast cancer research projects, led by 26 scientists from leading 
academic medical institutions around the world: 
 

• Carlos Arteaga, MD ◊ University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 

• Robert Benezra, PhD ◊ Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 

• Ross Berkowitz, MD ◊ Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard Medical School / Ursula 
Matulonis, MD ◊ Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical School / Panagiotis 
Konstantinopoulos, MD, PhD ◊ Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical School 

• Joseph R. Bertino, MD ◊ Rutgers University Cancer Institute of New Jersey 

• Fatima Cardoso, MD ◊ Champalimaud Cancer Center / John M.S. Bartlett, PhD ◊ University of 
Edinburgh Ontario Institute for Cancer Research / Sharon H. Giordano, MD, MPH ◊ University 
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 

• Julie R. Gralow, MD ◊ University of Washington 

• Laura Heiser, PhD ◊ Oregon Health & Science University / Qing Nie, PhD ◊ University of 
California (Irvine) 

• Tan A. Ince, MD, PhD ◊ University of Miami 

• Neil Iyengar, MD ◊ Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 



• Benita S. Katzenellenbogen, PhD ◊ University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

• Joshua LaBaer, BSc, MD, PhD ◊ Arizona State University 

• Adrian Lee, PhD ◊ University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute 

• Taha Merghoub, PhD / Jedd Wolchok, MD, PhD ◊ Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 

• Hyman B. Muss, MD ◊ University of North Carolina Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 

• Electra D. Paskett, PhD, MSPH ◊ Ohio State University 

• Carol Sartorius, PhD / Kathryn B. Horwitz, PhD ◊ University of Colorado Anschutz Medical 
Campus 

• E. Aubrey Thompson, PhD ◊ Mayo Clinic Cancer Center (Jacksonville) 

• Geoffrey M. Wahl, PhD ◊ The Salk Institute 

• Michael H. Wigler, PhD ◊ Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
 
PFP-funded research not only relates to breast cancer in women, but also male breast cancer, ovarian 
cancer, lymphoma, and melanoma.  Some recent highlights from the work of the researchers include: 
 

• Breast cancer deaths are almost exclusively due to metastasis. There is an urgent need to 
design therapies to reduce or prevent metastasis in order to improve patient outcomes.  Dr. 
Joseph R. Bertino is utilizing an innovative approach that combines a poison with an antibody 
to target a protein on the surface of cancer cells.  When the antibody binds to the protein, it 
releases its poison and kills the cells.  In the coming year, his group will continue to test the 
antibody-drug conjugate alone and in combination with other therapies.  
 

• Triple negative breast cancer (TNBC) is an aggressive disease for which there are currently no 
targeted therapies. Stem cells are important during development, but in mature, adult tissue 
they can drive processes that promote cancer.  Dr. Geoffrey M. Wahl has made important 
discoveries identifying stem cell genes that are over active in TNBC cells.  In the coming year, 
his team will continue to study these genes to identify possible therapeutic targets that can 
provide an alternative to, or be used in combination with, chemotherapy in patients with 
TNBC with a “stem cell signature”.  

 
Since PFP began with just women’s golf tournaments, it has expanded to include men’s tournaments, 
tennis, swimming, card games, dressage, walks, and grade school-level sports.  As a volunteer-run 
organization, PFP is grateful to the event organizers and participants who return year after year in 
support of Play for P.I.N.K. and breast cancer research. Together, we are giving hope our best shot. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For additional information, contact Play for P.I.N.K.  
 

playforpink@bcrf.org         646-497-2615        www.playforpink.org 
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http://www.playforpink.org/

