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JAY CANTRELL IS FROM A SMALL BUT COSMOPOLITAN AREA KNOWN AS SHERMAN, TX.
THIS IS A PLACE WHERE SEVERAL PROMINENT ARCHITECTS SUCH AS MARK LEMMON,
FRANK WELCH, AND MICHAEL DENNIS HAD THEIR BEGINNINGS.

WHILE GROWING UP, HE INDULGED MOST OF HIS ARCHITECTURAL SENSIBILITIES
DRAWING THE RUINS OF THE OLD WOODMEN OIRCLE MANSION, THE PRAIRIE STYLE
HOUSES, OR THE GRAIN ELEVATORS ON THE PERIPHERY OF TOWN. HE RECEIVED HIS
BACHELOR OF ARCHITECTURE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT ARLINGTON AND
THEN WORKED FOR RALPH L. DUESING, ARCH. WHEN OBTAINING HIS MASTER OF
ARCHITECTURE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, HE BECAME FASCINATED WITH THE
STUDY OF LIGHT IN ARCHITECTURE AS A SPATIAL ANIMATOR, SEEN THROUGH HIS THESIS
PROJECT IN ROME AND IN THE PAINTINGS AND BUILDINGS HE CREATES.

UPON GRADUATING, HE WON THE GABRIEL PRIZE IN ARCHITECTURE AND LIVED IN PARIS
DURING THE SUMMER OF 2009. HE FOCUSED ON WATERCOLORS OF THE PASSAGES,
CELEBRATING PARIS’ EXTRAORDINARY LIGHT QUALITY AS SEEN THROUGH ITS IRON AND
GLASS CEILINGS. HE HAS SINCE RETURNED TO DALLAS, TX. AND HAS FINISHED
DESIGNING SEVERAL HOUSES IN PARK CITIES.

IN ADDITION TO BUILT WORK, JAY TEACHES ARCHITECTURE AT CAPPA ScHOOL OF
ARCHITECTURE IN ARLINGTON AND HAS A PART-TIME RESIDENTIAL DESIGN AND
RENDERING PRACGCTICE. HE IS REPRESENTED BY BEAUX ARTS GALLERY IN THE DESIGN
DISTRICT. HIS MOST RECENT PUBLICATION WAS FOR A STOLEN PAINTING IN DOWNTOWN
DALLAS, FEATURED IN PAPERCITY: HTTP://WWW.PAPERCITYMAG.COM/ARTS/DEMOLITION-
MAN-THIS-DALLAS-ARCHITECT-SEES-THE-BEAUTY-IN-DESTRUGTION-AND-A-BILLIONAIRES-
NEIGHBORHOOD-MAKEOVER/
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