DRAFT SAMPLE LETTER: SUPPORT SB 2648
ADVOCUS AGENTS: THIS IS SAMPLE TEXT FOR YOU TO COPY/PASTE, REVIEW, CUSTOMIZE, THEN SEND VIA EMAIL TO YOUR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
Dear Representative/Senator _______,
I am writing as your constituent to ask that you support Senate Bill 2648 (Sen. Bill Cunningham). The bill proposes revisions to the Illinois Title Insurance Act that will transfer regulation of the title insurance industry from the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) to the Illinois Department of Insurance (DOI).
I have been practicing law for ___ years. As a complement to my real estate practice, I also provide title services when it is cost effective and appropriate for my clients. 
In recent years I have seen a dramatic increase in unethical and illegal behavior by several title agencies and other players in the process including Real Estate Brokers, Real Estate Agents, Mortgage Brokers, and sadly even a few Attorneys. Complaints about this conduct to our regulator, the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) have gone unheeded. The IDFPR has not committed adequate resources nor appropriately trained staff to address the demands and complexities of the title industry (especially given the revenue the industry generates for the IDFPR).
· The title insurance section of IDFPR has one full-time person on staff supervising this multibillion-dollar industry. AS a result, the title insurance industry gets no meaningful attention or oversight.
· The lack of regulatory action has resulted in a dysfunctional industry rife with scofflaws that brazenly engage in illegal kickback schemes, sham affiliated businesses, and other practices that harm consumers.
· Illinois is the only state in the country in which title insurance is not regulated by a Department or Division of Insurance.
 Transferring Title Industry Jurisdiction to IDOI is Needed to Protect the Citizens of Illinois
The IDOI's regulatory framework and staff are better equipped to understand and focus on insurance-related matters and will ensure a much higher level of consumer protection.
For the first time in many years, we no longer just fear, but believe it to be a forgone conclusion that in the absence of regulatory change, the current infrastructure designed to protect consumers of real estate closing and title services will continue to be eroded. Eventually consumers will be denied reasonable and affordable access to representation of legal counsel that protects their interests in a complex process that for most, is the largest financial transaction of their lives. 
For these reasons, we urge you to support SB 2648. 
Senate Bill 2648 will go a long way toward protecting Illinois consumers. Please support SB 2648.
Sincerely…
