From the Bishop

Dear People of God,

Included with this Newsletter is a link to the
Presiding Bishop’s statement about
maintaining hope in our time, particularly in
relation to events unfolding in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. | commend it for your prayerful
reflection.

| am resistant to the notion that our time is
worse or more difficult than any other time. |
think every period has its difficulties, as
ours certainly does. But determining which
period is worst — or best —is more a
reflection of our collective anxieties than
anything else. Certainly those who lived
through the World Wars or the Depression
or Vietnam might have had such thoughts.
And we know from our reading of Scripture
that Jesus’ time had its own difficulties.

The truth is that, in every period, those who
follow Jesus have to address the realities of
the world they live in. They have to claim
him as their Savior, and they have to
respond to his teachings. Those teachings
are clear: love God, love your neighbor, care
for the weak, the poor, the sick, and the
stranger, love your enemies, make peace.
The statement from the Presiding Bishop is
a call to follow Jesus now in our context and
in whatever ways we can. And it's a call to
hold on to hope, no matter what.

Not all of us will agree with Presiding Bishop
Rowe. Some will think he's hyperventilating.
Some will think he's not doing enough.



https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmhvo5kcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001CawdmX7_aKwd_uH31X_6XICot34efukcrh3OS_0xwbhREOACU9EunLju28cNnNXM4FBvc9pbFoXto6VAf8qNq7qlXvYbsqckGUoGS_NVHkMftyxRdV7sHwyH8eDUOYlcfHpcZyB1oqLbiIlj3-o5VZrRHB9Its6HTjuIgEUWR21kG17IDh0vCAI0F2dCUqsktioJzYCI9zVFN_nTQCyRlqMw3I6EUuLGIIXZchBXW4AcNqVbhjXHauaaYLRz4ELsm9Hhmwl2E6qwtE5OjvovCFVMbJIQilWN9sqDn1COQgY%3D%26c%3DrKmaUrVE0cjwR-KQGEYNsAOcnw_9PxYUQE8M_BPctQx2D_dkwXmelA%3D%3D%26ch%3DDAIuz13XD5jBOSwP91nXx03CxQxV8nmRFf477QUgJGWdAlo3mxzbTw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Calice.brown%40calvaryepiscopal.net%7Caae861dbf0a04bfbad0208de5ea7dd0c%7C1a523b85dc66464880cdebf43e51280e%7C1%7C0%7C639052272335869364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LDSjRipA2RMpul%2BNYJhcL6KAgNyW0sy2d%2FenSfDYxsU%3D&reserved=0

That’s ok. There’s plenty of room for
different opinions. But none of us can
escape asking what Jesus would have us do.
We are all pledged to follow Jesus above all
else.

| also know that the same confrontations
occurring in Minnesota and elsewhere may
eventually come to New York State. | pray
that does not happen. Whatever happens,
Christ’s call to us remains, and we will strive
to be faithful. | encourage conversations
and prayer in your congregations about
what God requires, with a willingness to
listen and a heart full of compassion for
those who differ.
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