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Bancroft Turf Care 
Goals

• Healthier environment for 
children

• Less pollution on and off site

• Reduce costs

• Reduce water use



What is Good Turf 
Care?

It is a SYSTEMATIC approach that 
focuses on creating the most 
favorable soil conditions by 

using cultural practices that 
allow turf grass to thrive and 
out-compete pests, with limited 

use of synthetic fertilizers and
pesticides.



Cultural Practices

• Soil practices

• Mowing practices

• Pest control practices

• Watering practices



Cultural Practices
Soil

• Test soil

• Use appropriate fertilizers in 
appropriate quantity

• Aerate frequently

• Over-seed Spring & Fall



It’s About the Soil

Soil Minerals are 45-50% of soil 
volume

Porosity is 45-50% of soil volume
Air 20-25%
Water 20-25%

Soil Organic matter 5-10% of soil 
volume



Soil Testing

• Know what your soil has

• Know what your soil needs

• Give it what it needs
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Why is Soil Texture 
Important?

• Drainage

• Infiltration/water holding 
capacity

• Gas exchange

• Determines specific surface area
– More surface area=more negative 

charge

– More negative charge=higher CEC



Soil pH

• Grass likes 6.3pH - 6.5pH

• > pH affects mineral solubility

• With pH <5, nitrates, potassium, 
phosphates have greatly reduced 
solubility

• With pH <5, aluminum is soluble 
-harms root growth



Cultural Practices
Mowing

• Mow high

• Take no more than 1/3 of the 
blade

• Keep the mower sharp

• Leave the clippings in the grass



Cultural Practices
Mowing High

• 3 1/2” or 4” high in summer

• High grass creates shade

• Reduces evaporation

• Cools the soil

• Denies sunlight to weeds



Cultural Practices
Pest Control

✚ Check frequently for pests

• Natural pest controls

• Pests help tell you about the 
condition of your lawn

– Clover likes low nitrogen levels, 
compacted soil, and lawns with 
drought stress



Cultural Practices
Watering Practices

• Water once weekly

• Water deeply -1” preferred

• Water early morning



Bancroft School

Peter McKone
pmckone@bancroftschool.org

508 - 854 – 9250

ag.umass.edu/services/soil-plant-nutrient-testing-laboratory


