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A Best Practice: Resources for Our Time (Part XXI) 
     On the first of each month, the GEMS issues focus on themed issues and 
a look at specific best practices. 

 
    These issues – which come on the 15th of each month – highlight some of 
the many resources available for faith formation today - resources for these 
days of living post-pandemic as well as other resources for these times 
(which can be used in adult faith formation), such as: 

 The up-coming liturgical seasons/calendar year  

 Helps for families 

 Technology considerations 

 Catholic social teaching 

 Formation for an anti-racist society 

 Caring for our common home 
 

 

Some Practices, Resources and Reflections for Pastoral Leaders 
and Faith Formation Leaders 

 Critical Questions for Faith-Forming Leaders 

 Free Guide: 5 Hiring Mistakes Your Church is Making  

 Who Moved My Cheese 
 

 Our Iceberg is Melting 

 Finding Your 'Stand For' 

 How Do We Not Live in Despair? 
 

 Leading in a Liminal Season 

 What We're Learning: The Power of Presence 

 Keys to Reaching Overwhelmed Parents 
 

 2019 is Dead: Why Every Leader Should Stop Trying to Go Back to 
 the Way It Was 

 

 4 Steps to Amplify Community Engagement 

 Remaking Gathering: Entering the Mess, Crossing the Thresholds 
 

 

 Leading in a Liminal Season (October 20th webinar from Yale Divinity 
 School) 

 Two Pastors Discuss Sabbath Rest 
 

 6 Stock Expressions Every Leader Should Stop Using 

 What We're Learning: Shifting From Innovation to Reinvention 

 Celebrating Sunday of the Word of God in Catholic Parishes 

 
 
Resources for upcoming feasts/liturgical year/the calendar year 

 Halloween Candy Prayers  

 Thanksgiving Worship Ideas 

 Gratitude, Advent, and More 
 

 Drive-Through Journey to Bethlehem 

 2022 Children of God Catholic Children’s Activity Calendar 

 
 

The challenges we confront are so great that                                               
we are called to move beyond our personal awakening                                   

to our collective awakening –                                                                             
as community, as nations and as a species. 

 
~ Duane Elgin in The Living Universe  

 

 
 
Resources for the Year of St. Joseph 

 Honoring Saint Joseph and Celebrating the Family 

 
 
60th Anniversary of the Second Vatican Council 

 For a resource for your parish on the Second Vatican Council, contact 
Sr. Maureen Sullivan who has written two books on the Council and  
 

https://vibrant-faith-catalyst.mn.co/posts/16947067
https://signup.churchstaffing.com/cross-promo-signup/?utm_source=Playback%20Media%20Subscribers&utm_medium=email&utm_content=septembercrosspromo&utm_campaign=cp-09/16/2021-5345434&email=jschaeffler@adriandominicans.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOUeHPS8A8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9hbX6bLwd4
https://vibrant-faith-catalyst.mn.co/posts/16999031?notification_id=1845931849
https://churchanew.org/brueggemann/how-do-we-not-live-in-despair
https://www.crcna.org/news-and-events/news/leading-liminal-season
https://vibrant-faith-catalyst.mn.co/posts/17112190?notification_id=1878489330
https://vibrant-faith-catalyst.mn.co/posts/17060948?notification_id=1852697056
https://careynieuwhof.com/2019-is-dead-why-every-leader-should-stop-trying-to-go-back-to-the-way-it-was/
https://careynieuwhof.com/2019-is-dead-why-every-leader-should-stop-trying-to-go-back-to-the-way-it-was/
https://careynieuwhof.com/4-steps-to-amplify-community-engagement/?he=jschaeffler@adriandominicans.org&el=email
https://onbeing.org/programs/priya-parker-remaking-gathering-entering-the-mess-crossing-the-thresholds/
https://divinity.yale.edu/calendar/leading-liminal-season-rev-susan-beaumont?mc_cid=ba437d270b&mc_eid=e8ce3cb0be
https://network.crcna.org/worship/worship-conversation-sabbath-rest-pastors-jeremy-simpson-and-dave-sieplinga
https://careynieuwhof.com/6-stock-expressions-every-leader-should-stop-using/?he=jschaeffler%40adriandominicans.org&el=email&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=%22I+have+to+X+%22+and+5+other+stock+expressions+smart+leaders+have+stopped+saying&utm_campaign=10%2F8+-+6+Expressions+Leaders+Say
https://vibrant-faith-catalyst.mn.co/posts/what-were-learning-shifting-from-innovation-to-reinvention
https://www.avemariapress.com/webinars/celebrating-sunday-of-the-word-of-god-in-catholic-parishes%20?utm_source=bm23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=WATCH+NOW&utm_content=Webinar+Recording+Now+Available+-++Celebrating+Sunday+of+the+Word+of+God+in+Catholic+Parishes&utm_campaign=211013+Webinar+-+Binz-+Follow+Up+-+PMR&_bta_tid=31871567931401968224973794334319812441434870945235762983040407076918646457726367406826164846171672016432735&_bta_c=5usq3mzj3w7gice5zpdy5qj0wupf6
https://godspacelight.com/2021/10/08/freerangefriday-8/?mc_cid=1deaee0dc6&mc_eid=9ef021d218
https://network.crcna.org/worship/thanksgiving-roundtable
https://christinevhides.com/2021/10/10/gratitude-advent-and-more-october-weaving-faith/
https://buildfaith.org/drive-through-journey-to-bethlehem/?mc_cid=65faeaae4d&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://www.jspaluch.com/childrendetail.aspx
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/honoring-saint-joseph-and-celebrating-the-family/?utm_source=Creative+Communications&utm_campaign=aa6060622d-MC+EMAIL-+210917+St+Joseph+%E2%80%93+Catholic_C&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_19e1fbf9b3-aa6060622d-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%28MC+EMAIL-+210917+St+Joseph+%E2%80%93+Catholic_C%29&mc_cid=aa6060622d&mc_eid=9ef592f426#1611925436460-ab44db4b-5360
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/95641/docs/Rel_Consultant_Bios/M_Sullivan_Bio.pdf
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exudes a passion, knowledge and expertise on the Council. 
maureen5168@aol.com 

 

 What Would Francis Do? A Pope, A Council Full of Surprises (A 
GEMS issue which looks at a past diocesan program on Vatican II) 
 

 ‘Always Together’ - The unfinished work of Vatican II by Pope 
Francis 

 

 Paradigm Shifts after Vatican II 

 ‘Always Together’ - The unfinished work of Vatican II By Pope 
Francis 

 
 
Resources for Formation Leaders (children, youth and family 
programming 

 Resources for Putting Parents First During the Catechetical Year 

 By Word and Example: A Bridge to Sacramental Formation for Parish 
 

 Helping Young People See a Path by Setting Goals 

 Peace Prayer Coloring Page 

 

 Symposium on the Spirituality of Children (October 21-22, 2021) 

 3 saints teachers can look to this school year 

 
 
Resources for Faith Formation Leaders (adult faith formation) 

 Why Did He Say That? Examine Jesus’ Most Difficult Teachings 

 God: Love Beyond All Limits (An Interview with Elizabeth Johnson, 
CSJ, Ph.D.) 

 Women in Conversation 

 
 
 
Resources for Ministry with Maturing/Eldering Adults 

 Prayers for Aging  

 Bearing Fruit in Old Age (The September/October issue of The Bible 
 Today)  

 

 Senior Adult Ministry Resources 

 Resources for Grandparenting 
 

 Growing Up Catholic Grandparent Conversations 

 Let This Be the Time: Spiritual Essentials for Life's Second Act 
 

 What Does the Bible Say About Old Age? 

 Aging with Wisdom and Grace 
 

 The Spirituality of Caregiving: Sifting and Growth 
 

 Nourish For Caregivers 

 Godly Play With Senior Adults 

 
 

 
 
Resources for the RCIA Process 

 Frequently asked questions about the RCIA dismissal of catechumens 

 Four ways the RCIA dismissal teaches faith 
 

mailto:maureen5168@aol.com
https://www.janetschaeffler.com/GEMS__42.pdf
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/always-together
https://wherepeteris.com/paradigm-shifts-after-vatican-ii/
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/always-together
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2021/09/resources-for-putting-parents-first-during-the-catechetical-year/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=New+from+Catechist+s+Journey%3A++RSS%3AITEM%3ATITLE&utm_campaign=CJ+RSS+members+%28Copy%29
https://store.rclbenziger.com/product/word-and-example-bridge-sacramental-formation-parish-1-year-teacher-license
https://store.rclbenziger.com/product/word-and-example-bridge-sacramental-formation-parish-1-year-teacher-license
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2021/09/peace-prayer-coloring-pages/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=New+from+Catechist+s+Journey%3A++RSS%3AITEM%3ATITLE&utm_campaign=CJ+RSS+members+%28Copy%29
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2021/09/peace-prayer-coloring-pages/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=New+from+Catechist+s+Journey%3A++RSS%3AITEM%3ATITLE&utm_campaign=CJ+RSS+members+%28Copy%29
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/symposium-on-the-spirituality-of-children-tickets-160050388019?aff=efbneb&fbclid=IwAR3RIF-y1Cpz4YVid3RsKPb5akAdPtND9XYjOqzRAWxCtSNdaxcxhq6nAKQ
https://teachingcatholickids.com/3-saints-teachers-can-look-to-this-school-year/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOle5KbLJBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOle5KbLJBU
https://brentwoodcsj.org/spirit-alive/fall-2021-webinar-series/
https://store.renewintl.org/products/women-in-conversation-stand-up
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/prayers-for-aging
https://thebibletoday.org/
https://pastoral.center/senior-adults
https://pastoral.center/grandparents
https://pastoral.center/grandparenting-with-grace
https://smile.amazon.com/Let-This-Time-Spiritual-Essentials/dp/1627855599/ref=sr_1_1?crid=5IVQVZ7MAIYE&dchild=1&keywords=let+this+be+the+time+by+janet+schaeffler&qid=1631815854&sprefix=let+this+be+the+time%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-1
https://smile.amazon.com/What-Does-Bible-Say-About/dp/1565486951/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=what+does+the+bible+say+about+old+age&qid=1631824784&sr=8-2
https://smile.amazon.com/Aging-Wisdom-Wilkie-Noreen-Cannon/dp/0809154625/ref=pd_sim_6/141-5737148-6823609?pd_rd_w=2O9zG&pf_rd_p=6caf1c3a-a843-4189-8efc-81b67e85dc96&pf_rd_r=D42ZG9AFDRFV42YGKKCN&pd_rd_r=ac568946-94ab-407b-b73e-482c058659cc&pd_rd_wg=wHofY&pd_rd_i=0809154625&psc=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f4xR4xT2K4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdtbQZR3c0Rn8aU87TV9gsA/videos
https://buildfaith.org/godly-play-with-senior-adults/
https://teamrcia.com/2021/09/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-rcia-dismissal-of-catechumens/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Frequently+asked+questions+about+the+RCIA+dismissal+of+catechumens&utm_campaign=2021-09-20+Newsletter&vgo_ee=XnzgrZxqZ68rAodcE%2FtFrlxjGR1gWR31WWCDm4D6ge8%3D
https://teamrcia.com/2013/04/four-ways-the-rcia-dismissal-teaches-faith/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Frequently+asked+questions+about+the+RCIA+dismissal+of+catechumens&utm_campaign=2021-09-20+Newsletter&vgo_ee=XnzgrZxqZ68rAodcE%2FtFrlxjGR1gWR31WWCDm4D6ge8%3D
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 Six ways to convince others that the RCIA dismissal is a good idea 

 Eight ways to get RCIA buy-in from everyone in the parish—
including the pastor 
 

 Why dreaming together about the future is important for RCIA teams 

 What Pope Francis wants RCIA teams to teach about mercy 
 

 
Ideas and Suggestions for Parents and Families 

 How Can I Stay Positive for My Kids When I’m So Overwhelmed? 

 Six Ways to Deal With Parental Burnout 
 

 How to Help Your Student Face Another Pandemic School Year 

 Five overlooked moments for sharing faith 
 

 Meals strengthen families: Why eating together matters 

 How the Practice of Gratitude Transformed my Family’s Weekly 
Sabbath 

 
 
Suggestions and Reflections for All of Us 

 Stumbling Into the Next Stage of Your Pandemic Life 

 100 Good Things 
 

 Happy Camper: Entering a Year of Letting Go 

 Seven Ignatian Tips for Moving Forward in Uncertain Times 

 

 Are we made to work? 

 Why Walking Helps Us Think 
 

 How to Communicate When Everyone Is Wearing a Mask 

 On Patience 
 

 Out of My Head 

 3 Things I Learned From Weaving Gratitude into Sabbath Rest 

 
 
 

 
 

“We must find a new approach, make a new road,                             
pioneer a new way of living as neighbors                                                      

in one human community,                                                                             
as brothers and sisters in one family of creation.  

 
That’s why the apostle Paul repeatedly describes how                                

in Christ we see humanity as one body and our differences                         
as gifts, not threats, to one another.  

 
In Christ, Paul came to realize that people aren’t different 

because they’re trying to be difficult or evil—they’re different 
because the Spirit has given them differing gifts...                                              

 
More than ever before in our history, we need a new kind of 

personal and social fuel.                                                                              
Not fear, but love.                                                                                 

Not prejudice, but openness.                                                                  
Not supremacy, but service.                                                                        
Not inferiority, but equality.                                                                    

Not resentment, but reconciliation.                                                           
Not isolation, but connection.                                                                      

Not the spirit of hostility, but the holy Spirit of hospitality.”  
 

~ Brian McLaren in We Make the Road by Walking 
 

 
 

 
Resources for and about Prayer and Reflection 

 Imagination and Praydreaming 

 An Experiment in Praydreaming 
 

 Co-Creating a Prayer for Lent “Mad Lib” Style 

 Clothesline Collects: Leading Children to Prayer 
 

 Pillowcase Prayers 

 The Symphony of Your Day 
 

https://teamrcia.com/2021/09/six-ways-to-convince-others-that-the-rcia-dismissal-is-a-good-idea/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Six+ways+to+convince+others+that+the+RCIA+dismissal+is+a+good+idea&utm_campaign=2021-09-27+Newsletter&vgo_ee=XnzgrZxqZ68rAodcE%2FtFrlxjGR1gWR31WWCDm4D6ge8%3D
https://teamrcia.com/2021/01/eight-ways-to-get-rcia-buy-in-from-everyone-in-the-parish-including-the-pastor/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Six+ways+to+convince+others+that+the+RCIA+dismissal+is+a+good+idea&utm_campaign=2021-09-27+Newsletter&vgo_ee=XnzgrZxqZ68rAodcE%2FtFrlxjGR1gWR31WWCDm4D6ge8%3D
https://teamrcia.com/2021/01/eight-ways-to-get-rcia-buy-in-from-everyone-in-the-parish-including-the-pastor/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Six+ways+to+convince+others+that+the+RCIA+dismissal+is+a+good+idea&utm_campaign=2021-09-27+Newsletter&vgo_ee=XnzgrZxqZ68rAodcE%2FtFrlxjGR1gWR31WWCDm4D6ge8%3D
https://teamrcia.com/2021/10/why-dreaming-together-about-the-future-is-important-for-rcia-teams/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Why+dreaming+together+about+the+future+is+important+for+RCIA+teams&utm_campaign=2021-10-11+Newsletter&vgo_ee=XnzgrZxqZ68rAodcE%2FtFrlxjGR1gWR31WWCDm4D6ge8%3D
https://teamrcia.com/2015/10/what-pope-francis-wants-rcia-teams-to-teach-about-mercy/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Why+dreaming+together+about+the+future+is+important+for+RCIA+teams&utm_campaign=2021-10-11+Newsletter&vgo_ee=XnzgrZxqZ68rAodcE%2FtFrlxjGR1gWR31WWCDm4D6ge8%3D
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_can_i_stay_positive_for_my_kids_when_im_so_overwhelmed?utm_source=Greater+Good+Science+Center&utm_campaign=1383b56bd6-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_GG_Newsletter_September_7_2021_COPY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ae73e326e-1383b56bd6-52014671
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/six_ways_to_deal_with_parental_burnout
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_to_help_your_student_face_another_pandemic_school_year
https://www.catholicnews.com/five-overlooked-moments-for-sharing-faith/?fbclid=IwAR0VrLmWqIe5ueQIAsv-ajcuoadiMvhxChtN3qL_MeOwcmej03g8n-8Sz7E
https://teachingcatholickids.com/meals-strengthen-families-why-eating-together-matters/
https://network.crcna.org/faith-nurture/how-practice-gratitude-transformed-my-family%E2%80%99s-weekly-sabbath
https://network.crcna.org/faith-nurture/how-practice-gratitude-transformed-my-family%E2%80%99s-weekly-sabbath
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/stumbling_into_the_next_stage_of_your_pandemic_life
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/podcasts/item/100_good_things_dacher_kelnter?utm_source=Greater+Good+Science+Center&utm_campaign=e234ad998f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_GG_Newsletter_September_16_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ae73e326e-e234ad998f-52014671
https://www.irwinkeller.com/itzikswell/2021/9/6/happy-camper-entering-a-year-of-letting-go?fbclid=IwAR2wHtuOpFDnObJO0DM8Itxaavmi4mHcjf9k0uwoGsG7byJN5z7zJ_-ZhZM
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/seven-ignatian-tips-for-moving-forward-in-uncertain-times/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=New+from+dotMagis%3A++RSS%3AITEM%3ATITLE&utm_campaign=dotMagis+RSS
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202109/are-we-made-to-work/
https://www.newyorker.com/tech/annals-of-technology/walking-helps-us-think
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_to_communicate_when_everyone_is_wearing_a_mask?utm_source=Greater+Good+Science+Center&utm_campaign=397fceffec-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_GG_Newsletter_October_7_2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ae73e326e-397fceffec-52014671
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/on-patience/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=New+from+dotMagis%3A++RSS%3AITEM%3ATITLE&utm_campaign=dotMagis+RSS
https://vibrant-faith-catalyst.mn.co/posts/17589247?notification_id=1910828721
https://network.crcna.org/faith-nurture/three-things-i-learned-weaving-gratitude-sabbath-rest
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/imagination-and-praydreaming/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=New+from+dotMagis%3A++RSS%3AITEM%3ATITLE&utm_campaign=dotMagis+RSS
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/an-experiment-in-praydreaming/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=New+from+dotMagis%3A++RSS%3AITEM%3ATITLE&utm_campaign=dotMagis+RSS
https://buildfaith.org/co-creating-a-prayer-for-lent-mad-lib-style/?mc_cid=e0d95b4c14&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://buildfaith.org/clothesline-collects/?mc_cid=e0d95b4c14&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://buildfaith.org/pillowcase-prayers/?mc_cid=e0d95b4c14&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/the-symphony-of-your-day/
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 Holding Still is a riveting, candid and insightful short documentary 
film about practicing centering prayer while incarcerated at Folsom 
Prison. The film is premiering on October 20th, 2021 at a live zoom 
event, 7:30pm (ET)/4:30pm (PT). The screening will feature a live 
Q&A with the men in the film and the filmmakers, moderated by Fr. 
James Martin, SJ. 

 
 

 What about a Global Celebration of Thanksgiving? 

 Video Blessings: An Idea for COVID & Beyond 
 

 A Finger Labyrinth Project For All Ages 

 Mindfulness grounds us in God and the present 
 

 Breath prayer helps you meditate in the moment 

 Praying with Art and Photography 
 

 In the Shape of a Heart 

 Creation-Centered Prayer 

 Creating Prayer Bottles 
 
 

Riane Eisler is a Holocaust survivor who went on to become a 
researcher, author, and activist. She founded an organization 

called The Center of Partnership, where she and her team 
explore how we might create systems that are more aligned with 

human thriving. 
 

She challenges our unconscious use of dominating language. 
She says: 

 
• Instead of saying ‘Fight injustice,’ say ‘Heal injustice.’ 

• Instead of saying ‘Killing time,’ say ‘Filling time.’ 
• Instead of saying ‘Killing two birds with one stone,’ say 

‘Birthing two birds from one egg.’ 
• Instead of saying ‘I really crushed it,’ say ‘I really brought it to 

life.’ 
 

 

 

Church 

 Preparatory Document: For a Synodal Church: Communion, 
 Participation, and Mission 

 Pope Francis wants every Catholic to have a say 
 

 The Spirit in the Assembly: Preparing for the synod on synodality 

 Let's give the Holy Spirit a chance at synod on synodality 

 

 Pope Francis’s vision of synodality 

 Synod of Bishops will begin in the local Churches 
 

 Francis is betting a synodal church will be a cure for a clerical church 

 Pope opens Synod on Synodality saying it can’t be an ‘elitist’ exercise 
 

 As pope opens synod, experts extol ‘synodality’ but struggle to define 
 it 
 

 How do we prepare for a synodal process? Start with the documents 
 of Vatican II 

 A theologian's take on how the 2023 Synod is a turning point for the 
 Church 

 
 
Liturgy and Sacraments 

 A Strategy for Launching a Eucharistic Revival 

 Six suggestions for the Catholic bishops' document on the Eucharist 
 

 
Catholic Social Teaching 

 Welcoming the Stranger: Immigration and Faith Communities 
(November 6th webinar from Yale Divinity School) 

 
 
Work toward Anti-Racism  

 Anti-Racist Resources 

 What critical race theory is — and is not 

 
 

https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/holding-still
https://godspacelight.com/2021/09/20/meditation-monday-what-about-a-global-celebration-of-thanksgiving/?mc_cid=409da085b7&mc_eid=9ef021d218
https://buildfaith.org/blessings-video/?mc_cid=e0d95b4c14&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://buildfaith.org/a-finger-labyrinth-project-for-all-ages/?mc_cid=e0d95b4c14&mc_eid=fe4136306f
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/soul-seeing/mindfulness-grounds-us-god-and-present
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202110/breath-prayer-helps-you-meditate-in-the-moment/
https://godspacelight.com/2021/09/24/freerangefriday-fall-inspiration-praying-with-art-and-photography/?mc_cid=a271fc6387&mc_eid=9ef021d218
https://godspacelight.com/2021/10/11/meditation-monday-in-the-shape-of-a-heart/?mc_cid=f10604d658&mc_eid=9ef021d218
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GREAT ENDEAVORS MINED & SHARED 

 
 

Caring for our Common Home 

 Dance with Life 

 Augustine and Francis: The Saints of Laudato Si' 
 

 Contemplating Creation 

 Sensing Nature  
 

 
 

 
“Some communities don't permit open, honest inquiry                           

about the things that matter most. 
 

Lots of people have voiced a concern, expressed a doubt, or 
raised a question, only to be told by their family,                                   

church, friends, or tribe:                                                                             
"We don't discuss those things here.” 

 
I believe the discussion itself is divine.                                                                                                                                                         

 
Abraham does his best to bargain with God,                                            

most of the book of Job consists of arguments by Job                                 
and his friends about the deepest questions of human suffering, 

God is practically on trial in the book of Lamentations,                                          
and Jesus responds to almost every question he's asked with                               

...a question.” 
 

~ Rob Bell 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Janet Schaeffler, OP 
www.janetschaeffler.com 

 jschaeffler@adriandominicans.org 
 

Past issues of GEMS are archived at www.janetschaeffler.com 
 

Additional ideas for Adult Faith Formation Planning and Best Practices can 
be found in: 

 Deepening Faith: Adult Faith Formation in the Parish 
https://www.litpress.org/Products/4652/Deepening-Faith 
 

 The Seasons of Adult Faith Formation  

o https://www.lifelongfaith.com/books.html 
 

o https://www.lifelongfaith.com/uploads/5/1/6/4/5164069/s
easons_of_aff_-_journal_special_issue.pdf 

 
 

https://gratefulness.org/resource/dance-with-life/?utm_source=A+Network+for+Grateful+Living&utm_campaign=a4c7591239-newsletter_october_2020_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c606570b82-a4c7591239-113862113&mc_cid=a4c7591239&mc_eid=bc590b7cae
https://churchlifejournal.nd.edu/articles/augustine-and-francis-the-saints-of-laudato-si/?utm_campaign=CLJ_Weekly%20Subscriber%20Email_19-0507&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=161969195&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_NgO2hoOdXgr79U4odql5BVNvSjaqbVB8dWj0COBSpHqujC0q5B7iYRsXSbDAMGLlUPJTBMm1t0k6qdF6RAD2AVVwsad0A4K-8lvLZakTnljd3mBA&utm_content=161969195&utm_source=hs_email
https://cac.org/contemplating-creation-2021-10-10/
https://cac.org/sensing-nature-2021-10-12/
http://www.janetschaeffler.com/
mailto:jschaeffler@adriandominicans.org
http://www.janetschaeffler.com/
https://www.litpress.org/Products/4652/Deepening-Faith
https://www.lifelongfaith.com/books.html
https://www.lifelongfaith.com/uploads/5/1/6/4/5164069/seasons_of_aff_-_journal_special_issue.pdf
https://www.lifelongfaith.com/uploads/5/1/6/4/5164069/seasons_of_aff_-_journal_special_issue.pdf

