
Dear Friends, 

I have some personal news to share with you. I don’t want to call it bad news, because I 

believe that God works all things together for good for those who love Him and are 

called according to His purpose. And I believe that’s what He’s doing with this. 

On April 5th, I suddenly became ill and when my symptoms worsened two days later my 

doctor sent me to the emergency room. 

I spent the day having tests and was admitted to the hospital. By the next day the 

diagnosis was confirmed. I was told I had a treatable but inoperable and incurable form 

of cancer. The doctors think it began in my gall bladder and traveled through my bile 

duct to my liver. It’s called cholangiosarcoma. 

Without treatment, I was told, I would only live a few months, but with chemotherapy 

and a special kind of radiation therapy, I could live several years. 

I chose treatment – to begin April 17th – at the Cancer Center connected to the Aurora 

Medical Center in Grafton, where I had been hospitalized for 5 days. The doctors and 

nurses there were so skillful and compassionate in bringing me through a medically 

dangerous and physically and emotionally painful time.  

I had thought I might live to be 101, like one of my grandmothers did! But now it seems 

God may have another plan for me.   

I know that between now and my estimated date to relocate to heaven, God could work 

a miracle or doctors could find a cure. Pastor Jerry Brooks reminded me yesterday that 

the word “incurable” isn’t in God’s vocabulary, and everything is possible for Him. 

But even if God doesn’t work that miracle, I will trust Him. 

Most of you know the story of Job who went through a far worse trial than I’m facing. 

His response was, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” That’s where I am.  

It’s really not a resigned acceptance of something that seems harsh or unfair. It’s a 

trusting acceptance of the plan my Father has, one that’s not worse or less than my 

own, but one that’s higher and better – a plan not to harm me, but to give me a new 

hope and a greater purpose.  

His grace has been sufficient already, and I have not lost my joy. 

If you know me well, you know that I can become quite focused and productive with a 

deadline a short distance ahead of me. So now I have a deadline like that for the book I 

started writing a long time ago and haven’t touched in seven years! 

I want you to know that I’ve already seen God provide for me in amazing ways: 

• The Holy Spirit guided me safely to the E.R. in significant medical distress.



• The hospital allowed my friend Carol Feigleson (a nurse home from Asia and

already self-quarantined for two weeks) to visit me and take me home.

• I have what seems to be a divinely chosen expert team of physicians.

• I am surrounded by my dear daughter Adela and son Daniel, granddaughters,

siblings and friends ready to provide any help I might need when the danger of

COVID-19 is behind us. And until then, I have a resident nurse – who but God?!!!

• Finally, John Davis has been diligent in prayer for me, often being led by God to

call me just as I had a need during the past week.

I hope to be well enough during treatment to work from home in my role as Executive 

Director of City on a Hill. Brooke (Chapman) Hall, our Operations Director is working 

with me to plan for the future and fill some gaps in the present. My Executive Assistant 

Veronica Jasper is already rising to the occasion and taking on new responsibilities.   

And God’s timing is perfect. In March I had just signaled to our board of directors that I 

was ready to begin implementing our long-term executive succession plan. It’s an 

excellent, detailed plan the board developed that has specific steps to take for 

executive absences or planned transitions ranging from three months to two years.  

City on a Hill has a very talented and amazingly dedicated Operations Director in 

Brooke (Chapman) Hall, and while she doesn’t want to succeed me in this role, she will 

be an invaluable partner in the transition. 

We already had a search underway for a Deputy Director who could share my 

workload, giving me more time for major donor development, and perhaps becoming 

my successor. So whatever God’s timeline for me is, City on a Hill will be ready. 

I will appreciate your prayers in the weeks and months ahead for these things: 

1. That the tumors in my liver will shrink.

2. That I will tolerate the treatments well.

3. That I will continue to have strength and joy for the journey.

4. That God will carry my children through this and draw them closer to Himself.

5. That He will protect the ministry of City on a Hill in this transition.

6. That God’s plans will be accomplished in my life for His glory.

7. That whatever He does in my life will inspire faith in Jesus – the One who, for

the joy set before Him, endured the cross on our behalf – to save us from sin

and death and give us an eternal home in heaven.

I love you all and pray God’s richest blessings on your lives. 

Diane 


