
 

Before we talk COVID-19, I wanted to talk about tomorrow, Election Day. My father had plenty of favorite 
sayings, and one of them was “if you don’t vote you get the leaders you deserve.” While most of our 
community has already voted, there are still many who have not. Some requested vote by mail ballots and 
have not yet turned them in. Others will be voting tomorrow. So, here is some information that might be helpful. 
  
If you requested and received your vote by mail ballot, don’t mail it in -- you can turn it in in person, fully voted, 
sealed and signed at any of these four Supervisor of Election locations from 7am through 7pm. If you have a 
Vote By Mail ballot but would rather vote in person at your precinct, just go vote. You can bring your Vote By 
Mail ballot with you and surrender it to the precinct personnel, or just show up and vote. So long as you don’t 
try to vote twice you should be fine. 
  
However you vote, make sure you make time to do so. Review the ballot beforehand so you know who you are 
voting for. Here is a website that shows you your ballot. There are so many important decisions on the ballot, 
from President, to County Mayor to issues statewide and here at home. Bring a mask, it’s not much different 
than going to the grocery store. So, thanks for doing your part. Let’s talk about COVID-19. 
  
This morning, Monday, November 2, the State Department of Health reported that COVID-19 cases in Miami-
Dade County surpassed 187,750 and 3,669 people in our County have succumbed to the virus. 
  
The data, notwithstanding some sporadic dips and spikes usually linked to data dumps or weekend 
fluctuations, seems to reflect a very clear and sustained rise in the wrong direction. It’s not a steep increase but 
it is well-defined. Over the last two weeks we have seen an increase in the number of positive cases in the 
County, including 907 on Saturday. We have not seen near 1,000 infections in a single day since August. We 
have also seen a commensurate increase in the number of folks requiring hospitalization. Last week we had 
five consecutive days where more than 50 residents each day required hospitalization. Last time we 
experienced that level of sickness was September. And of course, our percentage of those who are testing 
positive has also seen an increase so that we are now usually finding over 5% of those tested are positive with 
the virus. 
  
I know some have said this is over or we’re rounding the corner. That’s just not true. It is clear from all the 
metrics that there is more virus in the community and more spread. And it’s growing. Being forewarned is 
forearmed. 
  
One of the protections to curb the community spread of the virus is our contact tracing program which is tasked 
with making sure every person who tests positive is called to make sure they quarantine, and to find out who 
they were in close contact with, so those folks can be called and urged to get a test and quarantine if 
necessary.  
  
Honestly, it has not been a model of success. During the summer when we confronted our first surge it was 
woefully understaffed to the point where sometimes almost no newly infected people were reached by contact 
tracers. I’m pretty certain it’s part of the reason we experienced such an enormous and deadly surge. We 
complained quite a bit to the governor, who is responsible for the contact tracing program, and they did 
increase staffing but it is still nowhere good enough. For instance, over the two-week period ending October 
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16, only 50% of those infected were reached by contact tracers and only about 50% of their close contacts 
were reached as well. 
  
So what should we do? If you test positive please cooperate with contact tracers. It’s for everyone’s health and 
welfare. Take their call, or call them back if they reach out. It’s an important way we can slow the spread. 
Equally important, please don’t stop doing the things that helped us reduce the virus in the first place. Masks, 
social distancing. You know the drill. Our community needs to be especially careful about how we deal with this 
virus. So much of our economy is interwoven with the hospitality industry. We are not built for social distancing; 
we are built for gatherings and crowds. So, more than most communities we really need to make wearing a 
mask part of what we just do, especially considering so many tens of thousands are working and visiting here. 
And even if the governor has rolled back our ability to enforce a mask mandate and eliminated some social 
distancing requirements, we should still exercise due care and be cautious. It will save lives and allow us to 
open up in a way that will get us back to our real normal, not a new normal. 
  
So go vote, wear a mask, wear a mask to go vote.  
  
And thanks for patience, calm and sacrifice. Stay healthy and mostly at home. 

 


