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Miami Beach Hosts New Small Business Technical Assistance

Training in Partnership with Prospera
— Miami Beach Business Academy Will Assist New and Established Businesses —

Miami Beach, FL — The City of Miami Beach Economic Development Department will take the
wraps off the Miami Beach Business Academy on Wednesday, May 11 with a 90-minute
introductory webinar starting at 5 p.m. for English speakers and 6:30 p.m. for Spanish
speakers. The academy aims to provide business assistance to new, aspiring and seasoned
entrepreneurs.

“Small businesses are the backbone of the city’s economy. Their ability to prosper, grow and
thrive is essential to the long-term viability and financial health of the city,” explained Miami
Beach Mayor Dan Gelber.

The purpose of the academy is to equip new businesses with the tools to succeed during the
early stages of development and strengthen the operations of more established businesses
through a combination of online instruction, one-on-one counseling, peer support groups,
mentoring, thought leadership and other techniques. The launch coincides with International
Economic Development Week from May 9-13.

The inaugural programming from the academy will include free, virtual and in-person technical
assistance training funded by the Community Development Block Grant — Coronavirus. The
introductory webinar includes an overview of the training curriculum, schedule and delivery
methods. Interested entrepreneurs can join the webinar via Zoom here.

The academy represents a partnership between the Miami Beach Economic Development
Department and Prospera, a South Florida not-for-profit specializing in bilingual assistance for
entrepreneurs and small businesses. The Miami Beach Business Academy will be tailored to
inspire, develop skills, identify capital and turn business concepts into reality. The program runs
from May to December.

The Prospera curriculum is designed to support at least 12 virtual, capacity-building training
sessions, including topics on growth strategy analysis, best business practices, business
continuity, access to capital, digital presence and payroll management.

“We understand the importance of developing a solid, resourceful and sustainable small
business community,” shared Miami Beach City Manager Alina T. Hudak. “We are committed
to providing a premier business program that will deliver tangible and meaningful results.”

We are committed to providing excellent public service and safety to all who live, work and play in our vibrant, tropical, historic
community.


http://www.miamibeachfl.gov/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84404433796?pwd=OXY1Rkt5Wk5lckZjZjlXOCt1Z0F5dz09#success

The Miami Beach Business Academy is an extension of the city’s continued efforts to assist the
local and small business community along with their workforce as they navigate life after the
pandemic. Similarly, the City of Miami Beach Emergency Small Business Reimbursement
Grant Program supports and promotes business viability for eligible businesses by providing up
to $20,000 in expense reimbursement for expenses incurred during the pandemic at their
principal location. The grant is administered and awarded on a first-come, first-qualified, first-
served basis through an online application. Interested applicants should visit
https://miamibeachfl.gosmart.org to review program guidelines and login or create a new profile
to preview the application. Applications will remain open until all funds are exhausted.
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The City of Miami Beach Economic Development Department strives to serve as an
ombudsman office between the public and private sector by facilitating solutions between
private property owners and the city’s regulatory departments. Staff serves as a liaison to local
business and economic development organizations, committees and task forces,which serve to
advance the Miami Beach economy.

Prospera is an economic development, nonprofit organization that since 1991 has specialized
in providing bilingual assistance to Hispanic entrepreneurs who want to start, sustain and grow
their business. In the last five years alone, Prospera has facilitated over $60 million in loans,
trained over 20,000 entrepreneurs and helped consulting clients create or retain over 16,000
jobs. It has offices in Florida's central, south and west coast regions as well as in Charlotte,
North Carolina. For more information, visit www.prosperausa.org.

To request this material in alternate format, sign langnage interpreter (five-day notice required), information on access for persons with disabilities, and/ or any jon to review any document or participate in
any city-sponsored proceedings, call 305.604.2489 and select 1 for English or 2 for Spanish, then option 6; TTY users may call via 711 (Florida Relay Service).

We are committed to providing excellent public service and safety to all who live, work and play in our vibrant, tropical, historic
community.
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