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Bethel Launches an Energy Efficiency Program That
Can Help Residents Save Thousands in Home Heating Costs

The Town of Bethel is excited to announce the kickoff of HeatSmart Bethel—an initiative aimed at helping
homeowners cut their energy costs while also reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The town has partnered with local
nonprofit, PACE, to develop this program with the endorsement of the Bethel Board of Selectmen and the Energy
Conservation Committee.

HeatSmart Bethel is a yearlong outreach program that assists residents in accessing the programs and incentives
available through EnergizeCT. The HeatSmart team will offer educational presentations throughout the year so that
people can be better informed about their choices when it comes to heating and cooling. The program streamlines the
home weatherization process by scheduling an energy evaluation for participants. The cost for the Home Energy
Solutions (HES) visit, which typically provides services worth hundreds of dollars, is just $50 (or free for those who
are income-eligible). During this audit, utility-certified technicians evaluate the home’s energy performance, run a
safety check of the current heating system, add weather stripping, seal air leaks, and, if desired, add faucet aerators and
low-flow showerheads. Additionally, the technicians will provide written recommendations for deeper energy-saving
measures such as insulation, high-efficiency heating and cooling, water heating, windows and appliances. For income
eligible residents, some of these secondary measures may be free. Participants who have an energy audit completed
through the program will be automatically eligible for a $250 drawing which will take place in November.

The HeatSmart Bethel  campaign also works to familiarize people with heat pump technology, both air source and
geothermal. These highly efficient systems use significantly less energy to heat and cool homes than traditional
combustion methods. The benefits to the resident are a comfortable, more energy-efficient home that emits fewer
greenhouse gases into the environment. Residents who are interested in heat pumps may also choose to work with the
program’s free energy consultation service provided by the New Haven-based non-profit, I Heart My Home.

Bethel First Selectman, Matt Knickerbocker, encourages all town residents to take advantage of this program, “Bethel
has already made significant strides towards energy efficiency and the transition to renewable energy through various
projects of the Energy Conservation Committee. HeatSmart Bethel is another valuable step in the journey, one that will
provide great benefits to our town.”

Bernard Pelletier of PACE helped design HeatSmart to be launched in various Connecticut communities. “We piloted
this program in Branford in 2020, and even during the pandemic, over 400 households took advantage of the program
to make their homes more efficient and learn about heat pump technology. We hope that community-based initiatives
like HeatSmart will give individual families the support they need, accelerate the adoption of clean heating and cooling
technologies, and help Connecticut achieve its ambitious clean energy goals and decrease reliance on fossil fuels.”

The initiative kicks off on January 10 and will actively continue through the end of the year. The earlier you participate,
the better! To learn more, to volunteer with the team, or to sign up, call 203-292-8088 and mention “HeatSmart
Bethel” or visit the program website at: HeatSmartCT.org/Bethel


