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2021 District 9 Young Women in Public Affairs Award Winner 
Alejandra (Ally) Castellanos, submitted by the E-Club of Silicon Valley 

 
Ally is a first-generation American, born in Mexico and moving as a young 
girl to the United States.  She feels her experience in the education system 
and culture of both countries has broadened her outlook on the world.  
And being a female who has experienced discrimination both for her 
gender as well as her ethnicity, she is fiercely driven to excel. 
 
Starting with running for president of her freshman class in high school to 
being elected President of the Nevada Association of Student Councils, 
where she led thousands of student leaders, hosted 6 successful 
conferences, and raised over $60,000 for various charities.  Now a 
freshman at UCLA majoring in Public Affairs, Ally has jumped in with both 
feet to serve as the only freshman with a leadership position in the 
Undergraduate Student Association Council in the Office of the President, 
a Monica Salinas Fellow on the UCLA Latino Policy and Politics Initiative – 
also the only freshman, and as a volunteer for the Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion committee of her sorority.   
 
Closer to home, Ally came from a family with little education.  Most of her aunts dropped out of high school or 
received their GED.  During summers, she would offer tutoring classes to family members who wanted to better 
their education, helping an uncle receive his GED recently.  She also sat on her school district’s student advisory 
committee, which consulted on issues such as gendered bathroom policy and COVID-19 relief. 
According to one reference, “Alejandra has never let anything, socially or financially, get in her way of achieving 
her goals.  She has overcome a great deal of adversity, without many knowing what her problems were.  She 
never let those circumstances impede her ability to excel both inside and outside the classroom.” 
 
And from her direct supervisor at the UCLA Latino Policy & Politics Initiative, “Alejandra is the highest achieving 
fellow in our research institute.  LPPI is an interdisciplinary policy think tank that brings together faculty, 
students, policymakers, and community leaders committed to addressing the challenges faced by Latinos and 
other communities of color to propel reforms that expand opportunity for all Americans.  Despite being the 
youngest fellow, Alejandra brought a wealth of experience in leadership and public service that I had never seen 
before.  Alejandra has used her leadership and expertise to direct many initiatives that are fundamental to our 
institute.” 
 
Congratulations to Ally and to all the other impressive young women who were nominated by their clubs for the 
District award.  We wish her success as she contends for one of 10 international awards. 
 
Joy Orlich, 2020-2022 District Young Women in Public Affairs Committee Chair 


