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By Seung Min Kim and 
Matthew Daly
The Associated Press

SOMERSET, MASS. » President Joe
Biden on Wednesday announced 
modest new steps to combat cli-
mate change and promised more 
robust action to come, saying, 
“This is an emergency and I will
look at it that way.”

The president stopped short, 

though, of declaring a formal cli-
mate emergency, which Demo-
crats and environmental groups 
have been seeking after an in-
f luential Democratic senator 
quashed hopes for sweeping legis-
lation to address global warming. 
Biden hinted such a step could be
coming.

“Let me be clear: Climate 
change is an emergency,” Biden 
said. He pledged to use his power 

as president “to turn these words 
into formal, official government 
actions through the appropriate
proclamations, executive orders 
and regulatory power that a pres-
ident possesses.”

When it comes to climate 
change, he added, “I will not take 
no for an answer.”

Biden delivered his pledge at a 
former coal-fired power plant in 
Massachusetts. The former Bray-
ton Point power plant in Somer-
set, Massachusetts, is shifting to 
offshore wind power manufac-
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WILMINGTON » Police said they are 
investigating a hit-and-run crash 
involving a car that caused seri-
ous bodily injury to a pedestrian 
on Wednesday morning.

Wilmington Police said in a

WILMINGTON

Cops seek 
vehicle in  
hit-and-run

By Aaron Curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

ANDOVER » A suspected bank rob-
ber who barricaded himself inside 
a vehicle on Interstate 495 near 
the Andover/Lawrence line died 
from a self-inflicted gunshot af-
ter an hours-long standoff with 
police on Tuesday night, author-
ities said.

State Police spokesman David 
Procopio said that 49-year-old 
Anthony Miele, of Quincy, was
pronounced dead at Lawrence
General Hospital despite efforts 
by police negotiators to bring the 
situation to a peaceful conclusion.

The incident began at around 
7 p.m. Tuesday, when Procopio 
said a State Police sergeant spot-
ted a 2018 BMW sedan — occu-
pied by Miele — parked outside
the Digital Federal Credit Union 
on Broadway in Methuen. Accord-
ing to Procopio, the car was the
subject of a “be on the lookout,” 
or BOLO, alert related to multiple 
bank robberies.
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Good things are hap-
pening in Lowell this 
summer. And some of 
those good things are 

going to be six stories high and 
almost 100 feet long.

During the month of August, 
seven murals will be painted on 
buildings across Lowell neigh-
borhoods including three in the 
Downtown area, two in Back 
Central and one each in The 
Acre and Pawtucketville.

The outdoor public art joins 

the two murals that were 
painted last summer.

“This isn’t just about murals 
going up and being a flash in 
the pan, this is about full-scale 
community building,” Project 
LEARN Executive Director LZ 
Nunn said.

The nonprofit offers innova-
tive educational programs for 
students and young people in 
Lowell and has spearheaded the 
mural effort.

Nunn spoke during a round-
table discussion of the project 
with The Sun’s editorial board, 
hosted by Michael Gallagher 
at his law offices at Shattuck 

Street. Right next door to Galla-
gher "@" Cavanaugh is the Athe-
nian Corner restaurant, whose 
four-story brick wall was trans-
formed by one of the inaugural 
artworks painted last summer.

In 2019, Project LEARN 
(Lowell Educational Alliance 
Resource Network) and local 
partners collaborated to launch 
ArtUp Lowell, “a youth-arts 
and place-making initiative de-
signed to create dynamic and 
culturally relevant art in public 
spaces to celebrate and engage 
Lowell’s diverse communities.”

Out of that collaboration 
came the initial project in which 

two large-scale murals were in-
stalled in 2021. The first was 
painted on the wall of Commu-
nity Teamwork Inc. by Evaristo 
Angurria, a Dominican fine art-
ist, graphic designer and activ-
ist. His mural, “Dona Patra: Do-
minican Beauty,” overlooks the 
Gates Bock Garden behind the 
nonprofit’s building on Dutton 
Street.

The second was painted by 
David Zayas, a Puerto Rican vi-
sual artist, on the wall of the 
Athenian Corner at Market and 
Shattuck streets in Lowell’s His-
toric District.

ART
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This mural on the side of the Athenian Corner building on Market Street is by Puerto Rican visual artist David Zayas. Seven more murals are 
coming to Lowell in August. 
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Hundreds of young peo-
ple participated in dia-
logues with the artists, and 
interns for Project LEARN 
scouted potential future 
locations and talked with 
area residents about the 
murals.

Youth participation for 
this year’s mural project is 
being organized by ArtUp 
Lowell through a teacher 
task force, which will in-
clude participation sti-
pends. The task force will 
help spearhead mural-
themed projects with lo-
cal educators to design les-
son plans, poetry slams, art 
competitions and other cre-
ative ideas for classrooms 
this fall. ArtUp is also re-
cruiting paid artist produc-
tion assistants and site cap-
tains during the mural proj-
ects.

The vision of this year’s 
project continues the cel-
ebration of cultural diver-
sity of Lowell, Nunn said, 
and involves more than 30 
partners.

The roundtable featured 
community leaders from 
organizations including 
Mosaic Lowell, Middlesex 
Community College, West-
ern Avenue Studios and 
Curation 250, the city’s 
Cultural Affairs "@" Spe-
cial Events department, 
City Manager Tom Golden 
as well as many nonprofit 
community groups.

A quiet but powerful 
presence behind the proj-
ect was Lowell philanthro-
pist and arts enthusiast 
Nancy Donahue, who pro-
vided crucial financial sup-
port for the ambitious proj-
ect.

“We received seed fund-
ing from the amazing 
Nancy L. Donahue,” Nunn 
said.

The additional seven 
murals will expand the art 
footprint across the city. But 
the size, scale and quality of 
the project required techni-
cal expertise from Beyond 
Walls, described as a non-
profit “placemaking agency 
that uses a creative lens to 
address community needs.”

The group has collabo-
rated on coordinating the 
painting of murals on 72 
buildings across the city of 
Lynn. They managed the 
selection process for this 
year’s artists and will over-
see its implementation.

“In March, we put out 
a call for artists,” Beyond 
Walls Art Director Char-
lotte Maher said. “We had 
200 applications, more 
than 50 were from Massa-
chusetts, and more than 20 
had connections to Lowell. 
We presented these appli-
cations to an artist review 
panel, which included the 
ArtUp coalition.”

From that artist call, 
seven artists — from Low-
ell, Canada, the Dominican 
Republic, Boston and De-
troit — were selected:

• Former Lowell resident 
Sophy Tuttle will paint a  
mural on Mahoney Hall at 
UMass Lowell. She worked 
and practiced out of the 
Western Avenue Studios. 
Tuttle’s work is well known 
for her focus on environ-
mentalism, conservation-

ism and drawing aware-
ness, conversation and di-
alogue around endangered 
species.

• Bryan Beyung is a vi-
sual artist from Montreal, 
Canada, who was born to a 
Chinese-Cambodian fam-
ily. His mural will adorn 
the back of the Eliot Church 
on Favor Street in the Back 
Central neighborhood.

• Andrew Tricoche is a
Puerto Rican public artist 
who was born and raised 
in Lowell. His mural will 
be painted on the Coalition 
for a Better Acre building 
on Middlesex Street.

• The artist known as
Dovente is from the Do-
minican Republic. His mu-
ral will be visible on the 
Cowan Center at Middle-
sex Community College.

• Artists Mattaya Fitts 
and Quest Nine, from Bos-
ton and Detroit, respec-
tively, will paint murals on 
MCC’s Derby Park on Dut-
ton Street.

• Cambodian artist Fonki
was born in France to par-
ents who were refugees of 
the Khmer Rouge geno-
cide in the 1970s. His mu-
ral building canvas is to be 
announced.

• Angurria will expand 
his 2021 mural to encom-
pass the entire back wall 
of the building at CTI.

“Representation mat-
ters. The first two mu-
rals were by a Puerto Ri-
can and a Dominican art-
ist, which are the majority 
of the Afro-Latinx commu-
nity in Lowell,” CTI Chief 
Program Officer Carl How-
ell said. “Having amazing 
art in their community that 
reflects their culture brings 
community engagement 
because residents are see-
ing themselves represented 
in skill and in the art.”

Middlesex Community 
College was an early sup-
porter of the idea. Its 18 
buildings across the Low-
ell and Bedford campuses 
provide a ready canvas for 
the large-scale art.

“Phil Sisson, MCC’s pres-
ident, saw the buildings as 
a blank portrait that we 
could do something with 
that reflected the diversity 
of our campus,” Vice Presi-
dent of Administration Pat-
rick Cook said. “We’re try-
ing to beautify and present 
a different face to these 
buildings, one of which is a 
gateway to the Downtown.”

Fostering a sense of com-
munity through art is the 
primary goal of the mural 
project, but the economic 

benefits are an important 
piece, too, said Peter Crewe, 
the city’s cultural affairs di-
rector.

“We see the murals as a 
community-building tool as 
well as an economic-devel-
opment tool,” Crewe said. 
“The murals are working 
to help draw people back 
downtown. The expansion 
of the project is only going 
to help with visibility of the 
city.”

The mural installations 
will coincide with the Vibe 
Street Art Festival, which 
runs Aug. 14 to Sept. 10. 
Mosaic Lowell, whose ta-
gline is “many creatives, 
many cultures, one com-
munity,” is the next arts 
and cultural economy plan 
for Lowell, and is supported 
by many city partners in-
cluding the Greater Low-
ell Community Foundation.

Howard Amidon, who is 
the vice president for phi-
lanthropy of Mosaic Low-
ell and also serves on the 
Greater Lowell Community 
Foundation, said building 

out the mural idea into the 
neighborhoods is the next 
step in the arts and culture 
city plan.

“Tremendous things are 
happening here and the 

more we can bring projects 
like the murals out into the 
neighborhoods, the better 
for our city,” he said.

Gallagher agrees, not-
ing that “Lowell isn’t Stur-

bridge Village. We’re a liv-
ing breathing, working, 
commercial and educa-
tional community. This is 
all about creating beauti-
ful spaces.”

Murals
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This mural on the side of the CTI building on Dutton Street is by Dominican fine artist, graphic designer and activist 
Evaristo Angurria.

This mural on the side of the Athenian Corner building on Market Street is by Puerto Rican 
visual artist David Zayas. 

‘Representation 
matters. ... 
Having amazing 
art in their 
community that 
reflects their 
culture brings 
community 
engagement 
because 
residents 
are seeing 
themselves 
represented in 
skill and in the 
art.’
— CTI Chief Program Officer 
Carl Howell

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Please contact your local Board of Health or Department
of Public Works for information on where to safely
dispose of these items.

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent
Lamps
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207 Market Street, Lowell, MA 01852

978-458-7052

For more info follow us on
Facebook or Twitter and online at

www.atheniancorner.com

Open lunch and dinner for dine-in or takeout. We also
deliver through UberEats or GrubHub
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