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THE OPENING RITE
VOLUNTARY – Jul, op. 36, no. 2
Var hälstad, sköne morgenstund

Otto Olsson (1879 - 1964)

INTROIT – Dum medium silentium (Please remain standing)
Tone VII
When as all the world was in profoundest quietness, and night was in the midst
of her swift course: Thine almighty word, O Lord, leaped down from heaven
out of thy royal throne. Ps. The Lord is king, and hath put on glorious apparel:
The Lord hath put on his apparel, and girded himself with strength. Glory
be…When as all…
OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
SUMMARY OF THE LAW
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.
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KYRIE ELEISON
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We praise
thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee. We give thanks to thee for
thy great glory. O Lord God, heavenly king, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the
only begotten Son Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the
sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the
Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou
only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost  art most high in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT OF THE DAY (Second Sunday of Christmas)
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, who didst wonderfully create, and yet more wonderfully restore, the dignity
of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled
himself to share our hamnity, thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with
thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING – Jeremiah 31: 7-14 (Please be seated)
For thus says the Lord: “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for
the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘The Lord has saved his
people the remnant of Israel.’ Behold, I will bring them from the north country,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the
lame, the woman with child and her who is in travail, together; a great company,
they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will
lead them back, I will make them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in
which they shall not stumble; for I am a father to Israel, and E′phraim is my firstborn. “Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands afar
off; say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd
keeps his flock.’ For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from
hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine,
and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall be like a
watered garden, and they shall languish no more. Then shall the maidens rejoice in
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the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning
into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will feast the
soul of the priests with abundance, and my people shall be satisfied with my
goodness, says the Lord.”
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL – Psalm 97: 1-4, 11-12
1 THE LORD is King, the earth may be glad thereof;
* yea, the multitude of the isles may be glad thereof.
2 Clouds and darkness are round about him:
* righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his seat.
3 There shall go a fire before him,
* and burn up his enemies on every side.
4 His lightnings gave shine unto the world:
* the earth saw it, and was afraid.
11 There is sprung up a light for the righteous,
* and joyful gladness for such as are true-hearted.
12 Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous;
* and give thanks for a remembrance of his holiness.

Tone V

EPISTLE READING – Ephesians 1: 3-6, 15-19a
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according
to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace which he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. For this reason, because I have heard of your faith
in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks
for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us
who believe, according to the working of his great might.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA – Dominus regnavit, decorem (Please stand)
Tone VI
Alleluia. V. The Lord is King, and hath put on glorious apparel: The Lord hath put
on his apparel, and girded himself with strength. Alleluia.
3

THE HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 2: 1-12
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come
to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a
ruler who will govern my people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men
secretly and ascertained from them what time the star appeared; and he sent them
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have
found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” When they had
heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East
went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and
myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their
own country by another way.
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.
SERMON

Fr. Benjamin

THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
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being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven,

and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;

(Genuflect or
bow)

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified;
who spake by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – FORM III
Father, we pray for thy holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve thee;
That thy Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons:
That they may be faithful ministers of thy Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do thy will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in thy sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
We praise thee for the Blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Joseph, her spouse, Blessed
Stephen our patron, and all thy saints who have entered into joy;
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May we also come to share in thy heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
The Celebrant proceeds with the Intercessions List.
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon them.
May  their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy
of God, rest in peace. Amen.
CONFESSION OF SIN
The Celebrant says the following
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Celebrant & People, all kneeling
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge
of all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and
wickedness, which we from time to time most grievously have
committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do
earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the
remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is
intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful
Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of
life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
ABSOLUTION
The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn
unto him, have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE PEACE (All stand)
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Announcements may be made.
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
OFFERTORY ANTIPHON – Benedic, anima mea
Tone II
Praise the Lord, O my soul and forget not all his benefits: who satisfieth thy
mouth with good things: making thee young and lusty as an eagle.
HYMN 56 – As With Gladness men of old

Dix

1 As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led to thee.

4 Holy Jesus! Every day
keep us in the narrow way;
and, when earthly things are past,
bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to guide,
where no clouds thy glory hide.

2 As with joyful steps they sped
to that lowly mangerbed;
there to bend the knee before
him whom heaven and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet
ever seek the mercy-seat.

5 In the heavenly country bright,
need they no created light;
thou its light, its joy, its crown,
thou its sun which goes not down;
there for ever may we sing
alleluias to our King.

3 As they offered gifts most rare
at that manger rude and bare;
so may we with holy joy,
pure and free from sin’s allow,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ! To thee, our heavenly king.
ORATE, FRATRES (Please remain standing)
Celebrant Pray, brothers and sisters, that this my sacrifice and yours may be
acceptable to God, the Father Almighty.
People May the Lord receive this Sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise
and glory of his Name, both to our benefit, and that of all his
holy Church.
SURSUM CORDA & PREFACE
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up unto the Lord.
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Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in
all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting
God. Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us;
who, by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was made very Man of the
substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; that we might be delivered from the
bondage of sin, and receive power to become thy children. Therefore with
Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,
SANCTUS ET BENEDICTUS
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  Blessed is he that cometh in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B (Please kneel if you are able to do so)
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks unto thee for the goodness
and love which thou hast revealed unto us in creation; in the calling of Israel as
thine own people; in thy Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in
the Word made flesh, thy Son Jesus Christ. For in the fulness of time thou didst
send him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer
of the world. In him, thou hast delivered us from evil and made us worthy to
stand before thee. In him, thou hast brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks unto thee, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take, eat,
THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH IS GIVEN FOR YOU.

Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave
it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this;
FOR THIS IS MY BLOOD,
OF THE NEW COVENANT, WHICH IS SHED FOR YOU
AND FOR MANY FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS.

Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer unto thee, O Father, this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
presenting unto thee from thy creation, O Lord of all, this bread and this cup.
We beseech thee, gracious Father, to send thy Holy Spirit upon these gifts that
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the New
Covenant. Unite us to thy Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being  sanctified by the Holy Spirit. At the last day, put all things
in subjection under thy Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where,
with the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Stephen our Patron, and all thy
saints, we may enter into the everlasting heritage of thy Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation.
 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
AGNUS DEI
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.
THE INVITATION – ECCE AGNUS DEI
Celebrant  Behold the Lamb of God; behold him that taketh away the sins
of the world.
People Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof:
but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON – Domine, Dominus noster
O Lord our governor, how excellent is thy Name is all the world.

Tone I

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
In union, O Dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of thy Church, where thy blessed
Body and Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer thee praise and
thanksgiving. I present to thee my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may ever
be united to thee. And since I cannot now receive thee sacramentally, I beseech thee to
come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to thee, and embrace thee with all the
affections of my soul. O let nothing ever separate me from thee. Let me live and die in
thy love. Amen.
Grant, O Lord Jesus Christ, that as the hem of thy garment, touched in faith, healed
the woman who could not touch thy Body, so the soul of thy servant may be healed by
like faith in thee, whom I cannot now sacramentally receive; through thy tender mercy,
who livest and reignest with the Father in the unity of the Holy Ghost ever one God.
Amen.

THE CLOSING RITE
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (Kneeling)
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost
assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed
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company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father,
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to
walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy
Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
BLESSING
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.
DISMISSAL (Please stand)
Celebrant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
THE LAST GOSPEL – John 1: 1-14
Please remain standing.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  The beginning of the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by
him; and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life,
and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness, and the
darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all
men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear
witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him,
and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him
not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons
of God, even to them that believe on his Name: which were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. (Here genuflect)
AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US (and
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we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father), full of
grace and truth.
People Thanks be to God.
VOLUNTARY – Fuga über den Choral "Wie schön leucht' uns der Morgenstern
Max Reger (1873 – 1916)
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