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KNN Initiatives 

 

Caring  
The KNN Caring group worked on creating a standardized email communication for all 
institutions to use when inviting participants to participate in the caring listening 
sessions.  The group also began working on a plan for collecting and analyzing the data 
from the listening sessions.  

Character  
The KNN Character group discussed the article by Dr. Hamstra, “Parting the Clouds”.  
Based on this discussion, the group came up with several ideas for potential projects.  
The group is eager to receive further guidance from the KNN Board on how best to 
move forward ensuring their work aligns with the goals and vision of the KNN.   

 

 

Clinical Learning Environment (CLE) 
The KNN CLE team reviewed the status and successes of the CLE subgroups.  Recently, 
David Cipriano of the Learner subgroup spoke at the Kern Institute Café regarding 
student well-being.  The CLE Character subgroup is working with the videographer to 
make edits to the CLE character videos and the Systems subgroup is waiting for further 
guidance from the KNN Board on when to begin their interview project.  Due to COVID-
19, institutional leaders do not have the time for interviews, thus this portion of the 
project has been temporarily placed on hold. 

The CLE team is excited to start seeing pictures from the CLE 
celebrations that are taking place across the partner schools. 
Dell shared a picture of the pin they created and awarded in 
October to 43 faculty and residents at their induction for the 
Academy of Distinguished Teachers virtual event. 

Faculty Development  
The Faculty Development Initiative continues to work on the need’s assessment portion 
of their collaborative initiative, while they await IRB approval. 

 

 

 

Holistic Admissions  
The Holistic Admissions initiative continued discussion of the database created by Dr. Ark 
of the MCW Kern Institute and the data collected from the 2019-20 academic year.  The 
group reviewed additional options for data comparisons and shared how this academic 
year’s virtual group exercises have been going, as many have started the virtual 
admission process. 
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Professionalism in Medicine 
The recent focus of the Professionalism in Medicine Initiative has been the 
development of two position papers, one focused on the idea of a social contract 
between medicine (individuals and the profession) and society and the second paper on 
the partnership between medicine and public health to advocate and promote health 
and health care for human flourishing.  The team’s hope is the position papers will 
ignite a dialogue around these ideas. The team is also exploring ways to broaden the 
conversations outside of gatherings at regional meetings, including podcasts or other 
virtual forums, and recognizes it will be important to include government and 
politicians/policy makers in the discussion in addition to the diverse set of stakeholders 
already identified. In addition, the team is discussing how best to disseminate the 
findings from the expert advisory panel meeting as a launching pad for surveys and 
specialty focus groups to explore and test the hypotheses put forward in the papers.  A 
written summary of the proceedings of the February 2020 KNN EAP meeting on medical 
professionalism is available on request. 

 

 

Accelerator Writing Group 
The KNN Accelerator Writing Group reports to the KNN Board and has begun tracking, 
consulting, and coordinating multiple projects including the preparation of several 
manuscripts, papers, a potential podcast series, and a social media project. 
 
The group has also begun to create a list of important annual meetings and potential 
writing opportunities.  

Medical Education through the lens of Human Flourishing 

A small group of Board members met to further plan this four-part series.  Objectives 
for the project are to: 

• discuss professional intersections of caring and character within human 
flourishing;  

• critique the state of human flourishing in the medical ecosystem; and, 
• reflect on next steps to advance human flourishing in medical education. 

 

The first session of the series will include 5-minute “KNN Talks” on Human Flourishing 
by Dr. John Luk MD, Caring by Dr. Bonnie Miller MD, MMHC, and Character by Andrea 
Leep-Hunderfund MD, PHPE. 
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